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and have to thank the surgeon largely for the groundwork of
this advance. ¥

In 1882 Koch proved tuberculosis to be due to a specitic
bacillus, and in 18go startled the world with, the announcement
of a cure. \We all remember the reaction, tae tremendous dis-
appointment, felt not only by the laity, but even more keenly by
aurselves, when slowly, unwillingly, we were forced to admit
that our expectations were not realized. Early in 1903, Behring
delivered a lecture before the Vienna Medical Socicty, detailing
his experiments on animals with his own special serum, and speak-
ing very hopefully as to the future. Perhaps he, wha with Rouzx,
discoverad in diphtheritic antitoxin the greatest remedial apent
of recent times, will unravel the puzzle.

Aore recently. Marmorek, of Paris, has staked his great repu-
tation by giving to the world the results of his Jabors in a new
serum, and we can only trust that time will prove that it possesses
some definite value. Later still, that our professionally agnostic
brethren may not starve for want of food, an ltahan professor
has enunciated that Kocli's tubercle bacillus is not the cause of
phthisis, but rather an uncouth octapoid micro-organism of his
own fincling. Well mav the general practitioner raise his hands
in despair and wonder what he can believe.

But experience has shown that in tuberculosis, as in other
things, prevention is better and surer than cure. Statistics are
piling up year by year, adding proof where now none is needed,
that, recognizing tuberculosis as an infectious discase and treat-
ing it accordingly, a definite gain can be recorded. FEducation
of the public has already advanced so far that more positive steps
should he enforced. Compulsory notification, as in other infec-
tious diseases, proper disposal of infected excreta, disinfection
of infected dwellings, etc., should be rigidiy carried out, and the
same positive results would be attained throughout the country
at large as already obtain in the few places far advanced enough
to follow this self-evident line of action. .\ resolution should be
passed by the present meeting, urging the various Provincial
Governments to introduce the necessary legislation, and T ven-
ture to affirm that, coming from so influential a body -of scientists,
the suggestion would be adopted. And, if adonted, as [ have
already s1id, the educated sentiment of the public would not
obstruct, but rather would uphold the action of the authorities.
Perhaps this body has alveady taken such action, but until the
various authorities have adopted the sueoestions, I consider it
the duty of this Association to yearly reiterate the advice. Then



