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NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We are hterally without any further detmls from
Europe concermng the progress of the olish
question,  The diplomatists ure still busily at
work interchanging Notes; but of Russia will
make no concessions-~and as yet she bas given
no sizas of aoy such wmtentions—it is pretty clear
that the Westera Powers must either back out
1o eot very dignified fashion, or fight. By re-
{erence to other columas it will be seea that the

THE RELIGION OF PROTESTANTS.‘—— As'al
conventent mode. of. evadmg a. d:lﬁcult, orrather |
unanswerable question, Protestants still tell ds,
when pressed ‘for ‘a definition of - their religion,
that #it 15 the Bible—and the Bible alone.”
These are brave words no doubt: and unfortu-
nately with too many men words pass current for
thioge. TFor our own part, we candidly confess
that we know not what idea  Protestants atlach
to these words, and we doubt greatly whether
they attempt even to connect therewith any pre-
cise or definite; idea on the subject of relgion.
‘They farnish a convenient formula however with
which to repel the troublesome eaguiries of the
captious Papist.

But of the Bible be the religion of Protest-
ants, the Protestant rehgivn must be m a very
bad way. 1t not because the profane apd disso-

lute assail 1t with argument and bold assertions,
with wit, sneers and ndicule—for it has been so
from the beginning ; and it is no weak argument
in fuvor of the dirine ongin of that religion
whose earliest records are to be found i the
Bible, that it has always been the object of attack
to the profligates, and to those to whom Chris-
tianity holds up the terror of astrict judgment to
come. DBut now-a-days the most formidable az-
saults on the strict veracity, the historical credi-
bility, and above all on the inspwration of the
Bible proceed, not from the liberiines, the scof-
fers, aud profligates, not from the avowed ene-

" Italian Question, if for the moment lost sight of ;
through the greater prominence which the Polish 3
Question has assumed, is by no means set at
rest.  There are throughout the Penmsula great
and growing discoutents with the rule of Victor
Ewmwmanvel; and the adberents of the King of
Naples are as numerous sad as aclive as ever,
g spite of Lhe fusillades of the intrusive govern-
weai.  [lome at latest dates was quiel, and the
Liealth of the Sovereign Pontiff was good.

|

We have been regaled with stories, for the
most part waredible; of the capture of Charles-
ton, or al all events of its principal defences.—
Tha trath seems to be that the bombardment
has been carried on very aclively by tioe Fede-
rals, and that the fire of the enemy has made a
suricus impression upon Fort Sumter. "Lhe
draft at New York, which was resumed last
week, has proceeded tutherto without any distur-
bance, or renewal of the riots. Chere are, so it
i+ said, sane 30,000 troops collected in the city
te crush out any attempts at resistance, and
order such us a Nicholas would delight in, reigns
wopremse e great commercial capital of Yan-
kees

dowi.

JAL PARLIAMENT.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Like the good boys in the story-books, the
meinders this> branch of the Legislature
quickiy possed iheir Address an reply to the
Speech from tiie Throne, and were duly reward-
cd by His Excellency’s gracious reeeption
thereof, which seat thew all back lappy to ther
seats, and 1o the enjoymeat of their oplum cum
dégatalis, s Mis, Partington has it.

PROVING

of

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY.

‘i'ue boys of the Lower [louse have been
wanghty, rictous, and calling one anolber bad
Rames. Cirst there was a long talk about the
Eisex election, some contending that Mr. Ran-
kin euzht to be admitied to take his seat at bis
desk at once ; others affirming that aceording
to precedent, and Darliamentary usage, the
vhole cuse should at once be relerred to an
Llection Comunitee. Fually this opison ob-
tained the mastery, through the bead-boy or
Speaker’s cazting vote,

‘Then cams ou the Address in reply Lo the
Speech lrom the Throse. The Address pro-
posed by the Ministry, was attacked by the Op-
positivn boys, who eflered amendmeats thereunto,
and wiro reflected severely upon the conduct of
the Miaisters at the close of the lust hall-year,
end befurs the House broke up for its sammer
holidays.
and was all about why 1bis eae was Licked out
of offize, and why that one was, or was not,
Licked out, we will not inflict 1 upon our readers ;
e threatens ta be of great !enﬂh, and will no
doulit be thv oceasion for raking up many polit-
eal scandals.

Ar amuny epiode has been brought abou:
by zn article which appeared a few ddjad"‘ﬂ ia the
Boiitread Gazelie, secusing the present Ministry
of having atiziapted Lo purchase the political in-

Buence of the Grand Trunk Rail Road is favor
ef the Ministerial candidates at the late election,
by the offer of an enlarged postal subsidy. This
sericus charge was substantiated by letters’ pub-
lished in the Guazette over the signatures of
Messrs. [Perrier and Brydges ; and the attention
of 1be Legislative Assemnbly having been called
thereunto by Bi. George Brown, 1t was stoutly
denied by the members of the Muistry impli-
cated. The affuir will, we suppose, be tho-
rouglhly ventiluted, but i is a sad thing to sce
~oharges of corrupijon and personal dishonesty
thus bandied [rom one ade lo the other of the

Av v debate was purely personal,

mies of Christianity o particular, and of all su-
pernatura! or revealed relgion in general : but
from men of unblemshed moxal:, of exewplary

ant Rellomn,” is" ‘of such doubtful value, when
in its records we can. have no assurance-of infal-
hblhty‘elther in the natural or'ig the supernatu-
ral order, it ‘would seem as if there were ltile
left worth figlting for, or disputing about. Such
a religious gude as Protestant eriticism -estab-
lishes the Bible to be, can but lead those who
fellow it into the ditch, or the quagmire of doubt ;
and 1f God have spoken to man only in the
stammering, ambiguous ascents of & book so prone
to error, so wanting in all the essentials of a
“divine revelation, man would have been no great
loser even if God had kept silent altogether.—
The Protestant enquirer who admits the validity
of the conclustons arrived at by the Edenburgh
Revicw, must perforce of two things do one:
Ile must either renounce s religion, 2.e., the
“ Bible alone,’ or he must impugn the justice,
and intelligence of God.

Of what use to man can such a book be as
that which Protestant dissolvent criticism makes
out the Bihle to be? Tius question though not
stated by, evidently forces itselt upon, the atten-
tion of the Revicicer, who knows nol however
liow to answer il, or bow to evade it. Nevertheless
as usual with Protestants in difficulties, and when
out of thesr depth, be splashes vp an enormous
volume of words, and effacts his escape in the
general confusion or hazmess of 1dea wineh.such
a spluller necessarily occasions; ke leaves us
with the assurance, neitber very inteliigible nor
very cousoling, that * whalever men may mean
by calling the Baok ¢ inspir-ed,’ they find it tobe
at any rate ¢ inspir-ing.’ ”  In other words, it

conduct, ardent in their professions of atlach-
ment to the Christian faith ; from theologieal

professors, and from high dignitaries of the Es-
tablished Protestant Church of Jngland, all in

earnest and anxious to reconcile, if posmible, the
aspirations of their souls =ith the discoveries of
modeln science, and to bring such ancient doy-
mas of Christianity as they still retzin, and would

fain retain, into harmeny with the results of DBi-

blical eriticiem uand nineteenth century neology.

The most active and incessant modern assuilants
of the Christian Scriptures, would we doubl not
sladly believe those writings it they could: but

having, in rejecting the authority ot the Chureh,
rejected all reason for believing n those writings

as holy or inspired records, an being at the s2me

time reasonable beings, they find themselves by

the force of logic, and sore against thewr will,
compelled to reject the eredibilily of the Bible,
first in the supernateral order, and then in the
nalural.  They give ep the wspiration, of which

as a moment’s consideration must convince them

—they have not the faintest shadow ol evidence ;
and having thrown inspiration overboard—they

soon cease 1o atlack much value to the Bible
even as an ancient bistory,

The diferent stages of tns destructive analysis,
of this dissslvent criticism, are well brought out
in the April number of ithe Edinburgh Review,
a pertodical by no means hostile to Chrisiianity,
and which occupies 2 kind of middle ground be-
twixt the evangelicals, and the disciples of the
Westmtnster Reveeie.  The tone of the Edin-
burgh is reverentisl not scoraful ; and its atti-
tude towards Christiamity 1s rather that of an
impartial judge-—thao that of a eaptious or cen-
sorious critic. LThe case of Neology ver. the
Bible or the ¢ Protestant seligion™ is by this
impartial and dignified yudge thus sminmoned up :
and there sre tew, if any, intelhigent Protestants,
acguainted with the state of 1be Bible question
at the present day, who will object to bus law —
or to the sentence he prononnces.

The Revtewer deals of course with the gues-
tion of Inspiration ; and ufter noticing the evange-
hieal theorses upoa this subject, he proceeds to
show what are the fuets at which modern eriti-
cism, conducted on sound Protestant and scienti-
fic prineaples, las arrived.  Of course these re-
sults are rere negations, for as from nothing,
nothing can be made, so [from any nuinber of
Protestant premizes you can only deduce a purely
negatire conclusion,  Drolestaot eriticism bemg
by its eature of the dissolvent or destructive

kind will pretend 1o tell what the Bible is not,
it pretends nol even Lo ascerlain what the Bible 1s.

Now with respect to the theory of the plen-
ary verbal Inspiration of ihe Bibie, Protestant
eriticisin thus prociaims the last resulls of is
analysis i— B

¢ Tho trull is perfectly obvious that, whalever
clae fnspiralion smuay s:goify, it deea poy jeclede the
idea of 1t divisely gunrenteed tere—-fdindurgh fle-
view, p. 243,

The crtic then procecds to coasider the
theory of inspiration as a guarastee against error
in the stater nenl. of knstorizal fucis j and again be
of his wries iz the

favors us with the roesuly

['ollow:ng vrords —

eng

“ [ugpiration, whatever elge it means, does noi
menn a divine guaranice of an infullibly cuusisteat
statement of nuinbers or events.” - 1o,

Pursuing his investigations, the Protestant
eritic finds himeell forced 10 adinit thaz—
“ [ngpirntion whaterer else it menns, does not

mean infaliible seientifie nucurscy.V— Idinburgh Re-
view, p. 263.

And agam :—

* Wa iad onrselves brought to the conelurion thut
inpiration, whatever else it means, dees nol moan u

positively cortuin guuraatee of literury grouicenens.”
—1b.

acls upon the human conscience as calomel does
upon the liver; and promoles a secretion of
active religious consciousness, just as the proto-
chloride of mercury administered in duly propor-
tioned doses, stimulates the organs upon whick it
acls, and promotes an abnormal secretion of bile,
Viewed in this hght, the Bible is a kiad of moral
purgative which, judiciously exh.bited, ojrens the
patient’s beart.

Maa-—{or this is the meanmy of all this lauda-
tion of the Bible as « ¢nspir-iag” if not “in-
spir-ed”—must thus spin his religion as best be
way out of the depths of s moral consciousness.
Reveiation, or communication from God to man,
there can upoa this hypothesia be none; and
the Protestant religion is therefore just what erery
man, beisg “inspired,” by a non-inspired book,
may throw off or eject from hi3 own conscience
—und very nasty feculent matter men are in the
habit of throwing off, This would not be so
bad, or at alt events so disagreeable to Catholics,
were Protestants not in lhe habit of thrusting
their wvosavory and most offensive mess upon
others, and of trying to craw it down our Catho-
lic throats asif 1t were clean wholesome spiriteal
food. Thus treated, we yurl it back to them with
conlempt, with a {feeling sltin to ruwses, and un-
mitigated astonishment «t ibeir consummate im-
pudence.

Lovarty oy Catnomes.—We think that it !
may safely be conceded from the general tone
of the Catholie press in the U. States that, as a |

ous and unconstilutional maaner in which, on the
part of the Northern Stales, the war bas been
earried op.  This st we all concede to the
Wilness: but does it thence foilow ibat the
Catholics of the U. States are justly obnoxious
to the charge of disloyalty which in an article co-
pied by our coatemporary is applied to them ?
The answer will of courve depend ovpou the
defipition that smay be given of the word
“ Joyal.” With one man it meaus one thing
with apotber maw, auother thing; but i the
ease ol the Umted Siates—we think that we
shall not L tar wrong if we define it a3 denoting
adhesion or fidelity, not to a person, but to the
fundamentzal and ¢ssentinl principles upon which
the Union of the several Sovercign Siates hat
in the reign ol George 111, wrested their inde-
pendence from Greal Britain, was contracted.
Vuderstood w this sepse, the opporents of the
present war ire the only truly “loyal™ men m
the Northern States: aud as for the woast part
the Catholics of America oppose the war, it lol.
fow taut they zre; oot exelusively indeed, but es-
1t 15 not beeause the Northern

sentnally loyal
opponents of the war jusuly the seeession ot Lie
South, but becsuse they condemn the means
resoricd to by the Northern States to El"l_;ll“illl::
the Secedsd States, that they oppuse the war ;|
for that war tuey contend is wuurmn(
ihe spnt of Lhe Coustitution, and can ouly bt:f
successfully waged upon u system faiul to the - | ]
berties of the No. the  "I'ne loyuliy of the # cop-
perhieads,” or opponenls of (he war, 18 a :um.ﬂl
loyalty § a loyally or fdelity to the law sud,
te the Caonstitution as it was. The loyally of
which the Abolitionists or Jacobm party bo.\sl]

is nerely o materal loyally, or adhesion to u.r-\
|

riory.
For frois the very outset of the contesiyat:

must have been evideat to the most au,,ethu.nl.
observer that on the part of the North the war
was waged, solely for terriory j and that the .
enancipation of the uegroes was merely a pre-

Provincial Parliament,

s

v When then the Bible, which is our © Prolest-

text resorled o in the course of the conflict as

(ritory for the sake of their Coustitution,

+ cul

and limued functions,

o the sime of (i States opposad

a means, ‘But. was not proposed is lts end or ob-
jeet. ~Now the.” Constitution -
though - it’ carefully and abundantly provided

against any.interference on the'part of the Fede-.

ral Government with the question of Slavery;
and lett that question, absolutely under the con-
trol of the several States—made no provision of
of any kind either for coercing back to the Union,
any of the States which might at some future
period be disposed to secede therefrom, or for
retaining possession of, and governing such States
wheo coerced or brought back by force of arms
nto the Federation. T'rom these premises the
anti-war party concluded thar, as it was iinpossi-
ble to save both territory, aud the Constitution
“ as 1t was P—that as there was a necessity for
selectivg betwixt the loss of the one, and the
loss of the other, it was better to sacrifice ter-
and
their free mstitutions, than to sacrifice the latter
for the sake of terrvitory, which even when ac-
quiced would turn out to be as difficult to deal
with as was the celebrated elephant won by the
unlucky gentleman in the lottery.

Subsequent events have fully confirmed the
wisdom of those who opposed the war on consti-
tutional grounds. T'he Southis not subjugated :
the seceded territories lhave oot yet been re-an-
nexed ; but the personal hiberties of the people
are lost-for ever; but a miitary despotism of
the most revolting pattern has been imposed
upon the people of the Northern States; but the
Coostitution bas been violated in every esseatial
particular ; and should the Federals succeed in

subdeing the South, eveu to their hearts’ coa-
tent, they will tien discover to their cost, and.
when too late to repent, what a monstroas edi-
fice of tyranny they have been piling up, and ce-
menting with so great laber, and so copious ap
effusion of blood.
gating the Confederates they have subjugnted
themselves ; that in crushing out ¢ State Rights”
in the South, they have by the same process el-
fectuatly destroyed the autonomy of the States
in the North.

They will find that 1 subju-

Lvery act of the Waushington

Cabinet in prosecution o the war has beea in

fiagrant violation of the fundamental or essential
principles of the Constitution “ @s 24 was,”
which the “copperheads™
are loyal or faithful.
apd the spirt of that Constitution, both President
and Congress were prohibited from in any man-
ner interfertng with the laws of the several
States whichk recognised and regnlated negro
slavery within their respective borders;
in violation of the express and stringent stipula-
tions of the Constitution, the President of the
Northern States, at the instigation of the Aboli-
lionists or Jacobins, has not only assumed to
himnself the right to emancipate the regroes ; but
in violalion of the laws of civilised warfare ie
has put arms into the bands of these illegally
emancipated slaves, and now bounds them on to

to
as they are called

Accoriling to the letter

and yet

their master’s throats, We uassert then
fearlessly, that, if loyalty in the Upiled States

consists in faithful adberence,not to territory but

1o the Constitution, the President at Washiagton

body, the Catholics of America are opposed to! and lns abettors are the % traitors,” and that the
the present war ; opposed 0o less to the princi- o copperheads,” or opponents of the war are

ple wineh that war involves, than to the barbar-|alune truly loyal.
{ Acts of Congress have made many things legal

Nor can it be argued that

to the buderai (10vunment, which by the Con-
shtution © as it was” were illegal.  The fune-
tionz of Congress are not analogous (o those of
the Imperial Parlioment ; they are not ilhmited

and undefined, tor they were closely limited, and
strictly defized by the very act which called

Congress into being.  The Imperial Parliament
on the contrary, 15 omnipotent, so that 1t can

legally or coostitutiopally do anyihing cxcept

turn a man inlo a woman, or a woman inlo a

man. DBul no one ever dreamed of altributing

such high funciions and jvesogatises to the Con-

press of the Unued States, whose powers are

derived from, and were defined by, the several
soverelan and mdependent States wiich by their

veluntury Unien ereated ity with cerlain definnte
I'bey therefore who liave
aided aud abetted Cangress moits late slegal and

anti-coustitutional legislation, not they whn have

that legis-

lation, are the disloyal and the traitors,

And it must be remembered that th ere s no

zoatogy whitever, uo resemblance however re-
mole, betwizt the relations which subsist boiwixt
the Jaspermal Goverument, and tts Provinces or
Colouud Dependencies, and thuse winch  subsist

betvixt  the Federal Govermnent, awd  the

10 ?w vera) States of whieh the old Union was com-

posed. A British Colony, thougi endowed with

a separute legsiature of its awu, helds lrom the

lmperal Government ; and therefore there can
be uo doubt that when w colhsion betwixt Colo-
nind nutbority, and Imperial authorny occurs, the
allegiance of the colonist 1s due to the latter,
and not to the Colonial or Provincisl Govern-
ment, which is but the creature of the other, and

owes its bewg to Tuperial legislatioa.  Dut in~
The

‘the Uuited States this order is reversed.
Trederal Government did not create or authorise

' the State (Governments, but the Stale Gorern-

. mexts by therr several and idependent acts,
"created and gave all its power to the Federal
Goverament. "Lle latter tberefore holds from the

“ as. it was,”,

|
f
I

Sra'tes "and wlien a collnmn bethxt tbe two

.autliorities occurs, it is. clear- lhat the : primary

allegiance of the citizen 15 dué to “the Govern-
ment of ks particular State. -The truly loyal
men are they who uphold this fundomental prin-
ciple of the American Constitution “ as it was ;»
they who violate or ignore 1t are the real
traitors. Not. ig upholdmtr “ State Rights,”
but in opposing them, but in aiming at the Re-
public  one and indivisible” of the Trench
Jacobins, does treason consist—1ireasen ngainst
the Constitulion, treason agaist individual
liberty, and against the well-being of the human
race.

Tor « State Rights” in a commuoity desti-
tute of the elements ot an aristocracy, constitute
the only safe guard against centralisation, which
ts but anothier name for despotism. Henze itis
that the constant assaults of Jacobwism in the
Umted States—of that party whose aspirations
are after a government of the French Repub-
lican pattern—have always been directed against
¢ State Rights.” TFor the same reason every
true conservalive, every loyal man must make
the maintenance and even the extension of those
¢ Riglts” Ius peculiar study. It 1s this, and ot
ary hankering after the peculiar  domestic insti-
tution of the South, that enlists the sympathies
of the conservalive classes in Lngland, and of
the Catholics on this Continent on the side of
the Confederates. The triumph of Northern
arms, and Abolition principles means Jacobin-
ism ; it means Republic “ one and _indwvisible,”
the destruction of local self-governmeat, the
abalition of the autesomy of the several States,
and the inauguration of centrahsed despotism.—
Tliey, therefore, who are loyal to the principles
of liberty and seif-government must be opposed,
both to the principles upon which the present
war was commenced by the Northera States, and
to the metkods by which it has since been car-
ried on.

The Northerners object however that the
war was forced on them by the South, and that
therefore the atler is responsible for st, and for
ail its consequences. If asked how the South-
erners lorced o the war ?—the Northeroers will
say that the former first violated the terms ol the
Unton.  But this plea s false, for the first vio-
lations of the terms of the Uuiou were on the
part of the Northern States. ‘Uhe latter, by
their so-called * Personal Liberty Aets,” and
by their constant oppaosition lo the © Fugitive
Slave Law,” violated in one very important par-
ticular the terms of the Union. 'They asserted,
implicily on their own behalf, the right of any
particular State to modify the terms of thatUhnion,
and to nullify the acts of the Cangress or Fede-
ral Jegiclature. It 15 no avswer 1o say that the
“ Fugiive Slave Law? was immoral, and that
the reddition of runaway slaves to their Souti-
eru maslers was malusn per se; an oulrage vpon
the © Iigher law,” which vo one was bound to
perpetrate.  These would have aflorded good
reasons to Massachusselts and other Nortiern
States for refusing to econtract, or for seceding
from, a Union which imposed such onerous and
such demoralising conditions upon them 5 but they
did not justify them in deliberately violating the
terms of a contract by them deliberately and
voluntarily entered into.  According to the let-
ter and spirit of the Coastitutioy, the men of
Chlarleston liad just as good a right to open fire
vpon Fort Suinter,as bad the men of Boston
to mlerfere in any wanner with the © domestie
insttuhion” of the South, or to oppose any ob-
stacles, maral or physieal, to the restoration of the
lugitive slave to his legal master ; and as the
Mortherners made no scruple of violating the
express stipulations of the Union on this point,
so also that Unten was no lenger 1 any point
binting on the other party thereunto. Ile who in
auy oue particular violates a contract;hias last for
ever therighl to msist upon its observance w any
other particular, by the other contracting party.
And so witi the Northern and Southern States,
‘Phe former by constamiy and deliberately set-
ting at oaught the terms of the treaty, contract,
or Union, which imposed on them the obligation
of giving up all fugitive slaves to their masters,
uol oply first sel an example of asserimg the su-
premacy of Stute over Federat Liegizlation, but
absolved the Sowtbernera from oll moral or legal
obltgatien to adhere to any of the other siipuia-
in the aforesad or
The Novth, not the South, was tie
Nacth lirst violated the
|Fiiion it
Lt is moustrous to suppose that a cove-
nanl whose condiions the Northern Avolitionista
do so, broke

tivns COllldlﬂl‘d conlract
Uwmion.
APUressor, becavse the
the as

luud.u.:e(. al combittons of

37

when 1t suied thwr prejutdices to
ihrough asf they were spulers’ webs, ~Lo1lld to
the Soutlierners prore as feliers of iron.  And
though it may he urged that, in contrecting the
Uuion, the Nortlerners stionld never have stipu-
luted to give up to his master a fugitive from
dowestic slavery, no houest nan, uo one in short
but a Laberal, or m other words, a rogue, will
argue that baviny once enlered iuto such aa
agreement, the Northerners were at ltbecty aot
to carry it out to the letter, and in the spit in
which it was mude,

As Catholics we are proud of tire atulude
adopted by our corcligionists in the United



