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The foundation on wbich reste our de-
votion to Our Lady of La Salette in onlyr
the different proofs which establish the
reality of the a pparition. We recall
them for the pions associates in reprint-
ing the excellent little treatise of M.
Rousselot, entitled: "Short and clear
"summary of the motives aCatholic bas
"for believing in an apparition of the
"Holy Virgin on the Mountain of La
"Salette, the 19th September, 1846."
Firat, the apparition of the Holy Virgin
of La'Salette took place the 19th Septem-
ber, 1846. The next day the fact was
knawn in the village of La Salette and
in the Borough of Corps. It was re-
ceived with confidence by sone, and
with distruet by others, and with great
incredulity by a large number. That
was te be expected. Secondly, at the
end of sozue days iL was known in the
surrouuding countries; it son reached
Grenoble. From that time the author-
ities of the diocese were forced te take
notice of it as an event out of the com-
mon course. They commenced te a-
form themselves prudently, with wise
precaution, without prejudice and with-
out enthusiasm.

It was forbidden for the clergy te speak
of it in the pulpit or te announce any
decision before that of the authorities.
The belief in the reality of an apparition
gained ground, and embraced nearly all
the lubabitants of Corps, of La Salette,
and off neighboring counties. A notable
change soon took place in the manners
and habits of these irreligious people.
Apart from any action of the clergy, and
notwithstanding their absolute silence,
the inhabitants of the canton began to
visit the mountain as true and pious
pilgrims; they ceased their blaspheny,
their work on Sunday, and went more to
church. A miraculous cure at Corps off
a woman who bad been ill twenty years
end who was known to every one, made
a profound impression; she hsd already
implored the assistance of Notre Dame
de La Salett e, and bad some waterbrought
her from the fountain; it was soon
known that from beiug uncertain the
fountain had becoîne inexhaustible,
which increased fait.h and confidence.
lowever, sone days after the 19th Sep-
tember priests and learned persons
visited Corps and La Salette, and made
long and minute examinations of the
two shepherds separately and together;
they were astonished at the sagacity off
these little pearants, and their repliesVot
the numerous questions, the difficulties
and the ubtlety by wlich they tried to
prove the truth of what they said; but.
they never contradictLd thcmselves or
each other. Soon the report of miracles
performed in other places determined
the people to mrake pilgrimages ta the
mountain se celebrated and regarded as
holy, but upon wbich there was as yet no
chapel, no altar, no priest, nothing te
attract or satisfy piety or even curnosity.
Pilgrinas began to carry away the water
from ths fountain.

Sister St. Charles, of Avignon, wan,
with the knowledge of the whole city,
rescued from death by appealing ta
Notre Dame de La Salette and by the
use of this reputed niraculous water.
Many other miraculous cures in differ-
eùt places sstonished and increased the
number of pilgrims. There were nearly
100,000 the first year, and at the firet
bnniversary 60,000 covered the moun-
tain. Two commissions formed by the
B sbop deliberated separately and
aecretly; they decided te oppose no-
thing, as all passed regularly and reli-
giously, but thought it best to wait be-
fore deciding.

The Bishop and bis cltrgy maintained
a profound silence on the subject. Two
priests, delegated in 1847, travelled over
nine dioceses in the saouth of France;
no hicg was talked of but LsSalette and
the miracles operated by the interces-
sion of Notre Dame de la Salette. They
wsre assured in particular of the cure of
Sister St. Charles, and on this question
they consulted Mgr. Nando, Archbishop
of Avignon, who replied that be had no
more doubt of the cure of this Sister
than of the resurrection of Lazarus.

i November and December, 1847, a
commission of sixteen members of the
clergy met at the Epicopal Palace, tLa
Bishop presiding. The question cf La
Salette wam t-ere discussed ver>' sth-
ouuly lu eight sittis. At i eud te
Bishop announced tEst h e would reserve
hia decision for Vhe proper imes.

However, reports ofmracles icreased

more numerous; notwitstanding the re-
volution of 1848 it became more and
more serious and there was a constant
concourse of pilgrima of every nation
and Longue, every state and condition.
For four years every pilgrim could see
and question thelittleshepherds, authors
of this great movement, and al agreed
that they were neither deceivers nor
deceived.

Eight months after the apparition
they began to write on the subject. The
apparition ws related, discussed, and
proved veritable. On the other side
there came from the Bisehop of Grenoble
difficulties and objections. All were re.
ceived, examined, appreciated and re-
duced to its just value. Most of the pil.
grima (above all, those distinguished for
piety, knowledge and position in the
churchi or in the world) in passing the
episcopal city, gave their impressions and
their convictions, almoat always favor-
able to the fact of the apparition.

In 1848 the bishop aathorized he pub.
lication of the truth of the event of La
Salette, but didn't announce himself as
judge of the fact. However, he prepared
bis mandate, debated it li his council,
communicated it to some of bis most
venerable colleagues and finished by
sending it Lto Rome, from which city it
returned with some observations which
the prelate bsstened to obey. At last,
la November, 1851, after a delay and an
examination of five years, the mandate,
ardently solicited by the greateat nuim-
ber of the diocesans and the foreign-
ers, piiests and laymen, with a very
small number opposxng it, wassent forth,
published, and read iu the six hundred
churches of the diocese. It was sent to
nearly every bishop m bthe world, and
transiated intoseverallanguages; it was
printed at Rome in the papers and sub-
mitted to the Pontifical criticism. The
next year His Holiness Pius IX, by nine
wnitiugs, sent i, in less than three
montha, granted the most precious favors
to the sanctuary of La Salette, to the
missionaries who served there, to ail
pilgrima who visited it. By the last
given, December 2, 1852, Hie Holinesa
permitted the whole diocese to celebrate
each year, by the offices and the ass off
the Holy Virgiu, the anniversary of the
apparition.

Alter this historical sketch, Lo which
I could add many .other things, liere is
my profession of faith lu La Sallette. I
believe in the apparition of the Holy
Virgin on the mountain of La Salette:

1. Becauso by an examen of eiglht
years, and by every precaution taken in
this time, the resuit for me is a moral
certitude or the greateat probability that
one cn huumanly and re] iiously obtain,
that the littlieshepherde in Lhtir relation
of the apparition were neither deceived
nor deceivers.

2. Because for Len years without
cessation, in many places, and on a
grea.t number cf sick persons, marvel-
lous cures have been performed, so
entirely apart froum aIl ]sws of nature,
and so perfectly established by tbe pub-
lic voice, and some even by the episco-
pa! judgment, that they constitute true
miracles performed by invoking Notre
Dime de La Salette, and by use of the
miraculous water from the fountain; at.
the sarne time, I blieve that God would
not by true miracles authorize an abom-
inable imposture or a sacrilegious jug-
glery,

3. Because, from religions and super-
natural events Iought se to believe not
from ny own privatejudgment nor from
my own particular examinationis, as
Protestants do, but froin the doctrinal
and canonical decision of two Bishops of
Grenoble in unison with the Sovereign
Pontiff and acting with his consent.
Also the two Bishops published man-
dates very explicit on the truth of the
event at La Salette--very explicit man-
dates, which were received and adhered
to by a large number of bishops. And
thus the apparition bas the highest sanc-
tion it could have-that of competent
autbority.

4. Because apart from a superaatural
and divine intervention what bas passed
under Our eyes for ten years can never
be explained in a reasonable manner :-

1. A pilgrimage always sustaincd,
always numerous, always edifying, com-
posed not only of the simple faithful,
but of a large number of rnen eminent
by character, by rank, by virtue and
learning both in Church andState.

2. A hitherto uncertain fountain be-
cone iehaustible, known as marvel.-

louamfe n vhiçh water ls carried inu
every direcien
ev .yA apagnificent santua.ry, buiLt ou a

height of eighteen hundred yards, in
honor of Mary, for the construction of
which the entire universe contributed
by generous donations.

4. Two hundred and fifty churches,
sanctuaries, chapels, altars, which grew
up as by enchantment, in honor off
Notre Dame de La Salette, every one
connected with the sanctuary of the
mountain-a large number of them as
much frequented by pilgrims as the
Sanctuary of the Holy Mountain,

5. Conversions without number, con-
versions unlooked for, conversions more
extraordinary than the bodily cures.

6. An archconfraternity, established
by order of the Sovereign Pontiff, which
aiready counts its members by hundreds
and its associates by hundreds of thous-
ands.

7. A unique correspondence between
La Salette and the entire world, which
lu ten years has amounted to 40,000
letters.

8. So many confessions, communions
uand works of cbarity, of zeal, of piely, off

generoaity snd of penance that La Salette
bas been the means off.

9. Eleven bishops and more than
thirty priests or learned laymen have
been historians, defenseurs and apostles
of Notre Dame de la Salette.

10. Inutility of efforts made, of difli-
culties raised, of imiaginary objections,
of lavish injuries to destray or weaken
the faith at La Salette, and which far
from doing hart» has cnly served to make
it better known.

11. The progressive accomplishment off
Lhe prophetic threats made on the moun-
tain, the diseases of the vineyards, pota-
tocs, etc.

12. The salutary, solemn warnings ad-
dressed by the Mother of God to the
whole world, warnings which have been
echoed everywhere, which were so well
adapted to the wauts of the timue; warn-
ings which obtained the happiest results,
by tLe diminution of blasphemy, pro-
fanation of holy days and by the as-
sociations recently formed for the ex-
tirpation of blaspbemy and the sa.nctiti-
cation of the Sibbatb.;

Behold the motives of my faith-
motives seo powerful that they make me
regard the fact as certain beyond doubt.
i must add that apart from divine inter-
veution, apart froinacelestial apparition,
La Salette becomes inexplicable, and
to evade one miracle we muet admit a
multitude of rmiracles. If La Salette is
only a deception why is it that for ten
years only good hias corne from it?
Could a bad cause produce such gaod
ciets ? We count the anctuaries of
Mary by bundreds; is thcra one which
owes its origin to a known falsehood ?

I do not condemn or accuse of incre-
duliuy Lbe wuho du _nut believe it,
neither do I ax theni with heresy or put
them out of the Churcb, but 1 regard
them as unreasonable and without logic.

But I blame, openly and energetically,
and so will every sensible man, the sys-
tematic oppositionwhicb, tofightagainst
the fact, employa injuries, falsehooda,
calumny, malicious concealrments, and
other arma which the incredulous and
the heretics use habitually in their at-
Lacks asainst religion.

AN 1ISTORICAL SKETCH.
The Maisdnelve Monument.

After the discovery of Canada by
Jacques Cartier, under Francis First, off
France, mnany attempts to colonize it
were made, but they brought not the
hoped for results.

Then, companies endowed with royal
privileges succeeded each other. Their
twofold object was the colonization off
the new. cuuntry and the extension off
commerce between France and Canada.

But colonization appearng to them
too difficult and above all too expeneive,
they occupied themseves solely with the
fur trade. The company founded by
Champlain, lu 1610, did not extend its
operations in any other direction.

Thus the work of coloization com-
menced at Quebec did not make any
visible progress until Paul de Chomedy
de Maisonneuve and his companions
arrived lu Montreal, on May 17, 1642.

For a work of this kind it was neces.
sary that disinterested persaons of wealth
and influence should cone together.
Providence had chosen M. Olier, founder
of.the Snlpfcian Order, and M. de la
Dauversiere, a gentleman of Anjou, des-
cendcd from a Breton family, who had
taken part in the Crusades. Both,
united by simnilarity of vi.ms sud in.-
spirations, rsolved ta establishi, on the
iisl of Monireai, a celony, sud s city

to be called Ville Marie having no other
aim than the spiritual and temporal
good of the savages and the foundation
of a French Catholic colony.

They met at Meudon and exchanged
their views, which they found to be
identical. M. Olier gave twenty-five
dollars to defray the firat expenses of the
new society.

Despite the innumerable diffliculties,
which often brought it to the brink of
rmin, and which were caused by the
rigor of the climate, the ferocity of the
savages, the difficulty of communication
with France, the almost continual wars
with Indians, with England and with
the neighboring colonies, ths enterprise
was at length succesesful owing to the
courage, perseverance and devotion of
the men ofheart that uplheld it.
j .Father Leclerq, a Recollect priest,
wrote :-" Of all the projects fcrmed for
"the conversion of tbe savages, there

was none more disinterestcd, more
"solid or more cleverly arranged."

The company at first nuibered only
five, but te associates increased atter-
merd. §iThis society took the titis off
"The Society of Notre Dame of Mont-
real."

Wheu, inI 140, this organiza tion de-
cided to execate its prje ct, a man was
needed posscEsing besides the virtues of
an ordinary citizen those of bravery,
abnegation and that devotion which
serves to make a hero. M. (le Maison-
neuve, who hitherto liad no aspiration
but to serve bis Cod and coruntry, im-
mediately oifered himself to the asso-
ciates. He becanie the leading spirit of
the company of which Olier was the
head and the executor of thea sublime
decision lie had taken at Meudon in
1039. _______

LECTURE DA TIS

FOR TllE CATHOLTo SIIMMHia S(IHooL 01 F

We have had several inquiries, made
personally and by letter, concerning the
dates of the lectures to be given at the
coming session of the Catholic Summer
School. We publish Ithis week a circular
that contains al Lthe information ithat
bas as yet been made public. Tho
teachers mîay be particularly interested
in knowiug that the fourth. week, from
August, th to Aiugust 1 th will te con-
secrated to thoir special work. We bave
also been asked by scores foi the l tes
of the lectures to be given by the editor
of TH E Taim Wrrsms. Mr. Forin will
lecture on the evening of Wedneaiday,
July iSLlb, anid lte cvening of Tlhr.i!ay,
Jnlly 19th. The subjects ar: "The Early
Educ-tto.s of C.tuada and F.>n;Iati'w of
the Frst uelitutmnr in ie C.>uu try ;"
and -l'h IndiU Mîsionanes ati the
Educators of the last flty years in
Canada."

LITERAI RY NOTES.

11I11LE STUIIES.

The Catholic Schoold ansd Ifome Mag-
azine, for May, has opened a new de-
partment for the study of the New
Testament, in order to place within the
reach of our people an easy method of
becoming acquainted with the Gospel
Narrative. The editor, Rev. Dr. Conaty,
bas adapted the work for ordinary
School and Home Study,uon the different
Sundays of the month, by way of ques-
tion and answer. The May nuiber
contains Leafldt No. 1, as a preparatory
lesson, on the Bible and the sources and
extent of its authority. IL will be
valuable 1for Sunday-School special
classes, bigiber grades off Parochial
Schools and Hone Classes. Reading
Circles will find in the Magazine an aid
in this special study. It is an aid to
teachers, interesting to pupils, usefut in
parish schools, original, progressive.

The Magazine for May has us usual
pages of interesting historical and
literary matter, all of which is original
and belpful to studeuts. ILt is the best
Magazine of its kid. IL is issued
monthly and costs but 50 cents a year.
Send for May number. It i published
at 340 Cambridge St., Worcester, Mases.

I had a severe cold, for which I took
Norway Pine Syrup. 1 find it an excel-
lent remedy, giving prompt relief and
pleasant, t taLke. J. PAYNTER, Huais-
ville, Ont. ...

Mamma-Did you take your capsule
mithont auny trouble? Robbie-Yes, but
I had su awful Lime gettin' Lhe quinin0
eut of IL first.-IntVer Ocea.


