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A PASTORAL LETTER'

READ IN ALL TfHE CHURCHES IN
THE CITY.

On the subject of the Destruction of
the Villa Maria Convent and

J.axing a Generous Assis-
tance ln the Rebuld-

lnZ Of that insti-
tution.

On Sunday last, in all the Churches of
the Archdiocese. a pastoral letter was
read from Mgr. Fabre, calling the atten-
tion of the faithful te the great catas-
trophe which bas fallen upon the Congre-1
gation of Notre Dame by the destruction
by fire of the Mother Bouse of the Order
at Villa Maria. His Grace feelingly re-
fera ta the great trials which are sent
him in the decline of his episcopal
career, and all Catholics te give accord-
ing tatheir means to assist the Order in
restoring the maother bouse. He recalls
the fact that the remains of the vener-
able Sister Bourgeois, the foundress,
bave been saved, and hopes that the day
is net far distant when they may be ven-
erated. He invites all parish priests to
forward what they can in effects and
money ta the convent on St. Jean Bap-
tiste street. The Congregation to-day
numbers 1,040 professed nuns, 79 novices
and thirty postulantes. The Order has
95 establishments in the various Cana-
dian prcvinces and 11 in the United
States. Most of these convents belong
ta the episcopal corporations of fabriques
of the different places where they are
situated. The number of pupils in the.
Institute is 24,336, balf of wbom are edu-1
cated gratuitonsly. The collection is toî
be taken up in most of the churches on
Sunday next.1

The following is a portion of the text
of that admirable letter:

"Scarcely three years ago, a fearful
catastrophe cast consternation and rnour-
ning over the whole country ; the St.

'Jean de Dieu Asylum nad become, in a
few hours, a prey ta the flames. At the
aunset of Our career it bas pleased God te
reserve for Us, amongst others, a none
the less painful trial. The MotherlHouse
of the Sisters of the Congregation eoc
Notre Darne is to-day a niere heap of
ruini. Despite the most persistent efforts,
the mOSt active assistance, and the heroic
devotedness of the firenien, the fire swept
from top ta bottom that immense build-
ing, the product of two long centuries of
privations and sacrifices.t

" The disaster is a complete one ; thef
material loss is enormous, and the insu-t
rance <nly covers a very smaill portion.t
The autograph writings of the Venerableà
Mother Bourgeois, the biographies of her1
firt conipanions, the annais and thek
greater part of the archives, are all de-
stroyed. Seated upon the ruins of that
beloved home, of that magnificent temple
raised to the glury of God, the good nunis,
with hearts bowed in submission, can
only relleat with Job stricken in hisM
goods and the a ffections of al1 dear ta him:,
' The Lord gaveth me al, the Lord took%
aIl fromr me, blessed be the nane of the
Lord.'

" The ways of Providence, dearly be-t
loved brethren, are truly impenetrable.c
God governs the worlds as He sees fit,c
and it would be temerity on our part ta
try and learn the object!of certain events1
which often astonisb and scandalize theb
weak, please the wicked, and cause thea
tinbelieving to amile. But one thing re-(
mains certain, that in all His power and s
wisdom, God knows how ta draw fromt
all that happens the diffusion of Hie
glory and the good of His electi: omniat
propier tecics. What matters it to Him,r
the ruin of individuals, of families, of in-
stitutions, even of races, provided Hia a
reign comes, His will is fulfilled, and Hia i
name is blessed and sanctified ? What i
natters the sufferinge, the tears, the sor-N
rows with which earth is ßlled, if seuls s
can fnd in any of them a means of con-
version, expiation, purification and sal-G
vation ?

"And, such, dearly beloved brethren, g
is one af the objecta taught by the meroy w
of God in the public calamities even as n
in individual trials and piinishments. To e
see in them only an accidentaal effect of f
blinid causes, or a freak of nature, 'is to a
break away from the general belief of t
the universal race of man, it is to belie
every Christian traditionit is depriving t
at once the liberty of God and-the prayers ]
o! m.an of a demain -in Mi'ich it rs thîeir f
rgbt te exist."-Words o! Mgr. Pie. e

"Once.baving adni'tted th'e intervex.
,ion of G*od ~ ie al1id4s of. this world,

let us buocareful not. o think that He
strikes only to punisb, and that He only
grants temporal prosperity to those He
loves. History shows on the contrary,
the just 'often stricken with afWictioni
and misery, while sinners divided the
honors, dignities and riches of earth. I
all that there is nothing to ebake ou
faith; it suffices that we know that Gu
bas so arranged everything for our sub
mission and not that we may be scandai
ized. Moreover, do we not know tha
this unequal division is the undoubted
evidence of another life beyond the
present one, of other goods to be hoped
for? Without that, said Guillaume o
Paris, 'where would beGod's wisdom an
goodness toward the elect? Withou
that we might say that the just ar
senseless and the impious are the rea
sages.' 'Do not be troubled,' says St
Augustine, 'the impious bas his time
which is very short, but you wil have
yours, which shall be eternal.'"

His Grace, after pointing ou the grea
law of expiation whereby the just ar
punished to appease the anger of God on
account of the ains of the wicked, givez
the examples of the innocent Able and
of our Saviour Himself. At times whole
nations bave fallen beneath the stroke of
Divine justice on account of the public
crimes of the people. He then con
tinues:

" We do not wish, Dearly Beloved
Brethern, to fathom the intentions of
Providence in regard tothese recent dis
asters. We leave to your faith the com
prehension of their lessons. Only they
who believe that they bave merited and
drawn upon their brethern the effects o
God's wrath, should bend, repent, and
beg with humility that any fresh calam
ities may be averted.

"God, who measures the wind for the
shora sheep, saw proper, in the midst of
a cruel trial, to conserve for us some
great consolations. The precious re
mains of the venerable Marguerite Bour
geois were untouched by the flames, and
the wooden cross, planted on that blessed
grave, bas remained uuinjured amids
ruins and fire. The possession of those
dear relics, which we hope the Church
will yet permit us to kisa with love and
venerate with joy, shall be for the sister8
of the Congregation of Notre Dame a
deep source of strength and encourage
ment.

" Moreover, Ciod bas already visibly
poured into the souls of His servants a
superabundance of grace and courage,
and the diocese has been edified by their
perfect submission to the Divine wili,
their spirit of faith, their boundless con-
fidence in Him, who, after having sent
the fires of trial to overthrow, can fan
the flames of charity to reconstruct,
after having taken ail can return all.
They have shown how sorrows are to be
borne, and how in them are to be found
a means of practical faith, of greater
hope, of purified intentions, and of more
absolute and supernaturai devotion to
duty.

" None-the-less admirable was the ex-
ample of charity given by the other corn-
munities. One would imagine they
were the members of the isame fanily,
stricken with the same afflictions, and
placing at the feet of tlie same cross
their prayers and tears. In fine, numuer-
ous and touching evidences ofsympathy
come from all parts of the diocese and
of Canada. We beartily rejoice, Our
Dear Brethern, We tbank Gd and We
boire, that assisted with your powerful
aidand your generous alma, the Sisters
of the Corgregation of Notre Dame may
soon be able to raise from the ruina of
the fire their institution.

" With &bat object in view, We ask
the Pastors to kindly organize in their
respective parishes, either a collection in
the church, or voluntary subscriptions,
alsO to receive whatever may be offered
in the way of sheets, blankets, clothing
etc., and to send the same to the former
Mother House, on St. Jean Baptiste
treet.

"Give Our Dear Brethern, give that
God may bless you and your families ;
give that your sins may be forgiven,
give, and God who does not leave unre-
warded a glass of water given in His
name, will return you a bundred-fold,
ven here below, wuat you have takern
rom a fortune of which He is master
nd wbich He could anatch from you
o-morrow."

The letter closes with the history of
ihe Congregation and that of Villa
Maria; both of wbich we published a
ew weekse ago ina connection withr the
xhibit sent by theSisters to Chicago.

Love ia best known by wha t s eders,

e HOME RULE HOPES. There seems to be littie doubtthat tbe
--- Paruellities will accomplish their purpose

e New Life Influed Into the Proueedings If the concessions denanded by them be
by Mr. Gladstone. not granted, they will be ready to bolt

s Lndon, July $.-New life has been to the unioniste. They would carry nine
e put into the Home Rule campagin by Mr. votes and thus made a difference of
n Gladstone's rather long delayed attack eighteen in divisions. Such a los the
r upon his drsigning enemies. New heart government could not stand. Mr. Glad-
d hias heen put into the Irish and Liberal atone must save himself by yielding
. ranksI by a new plan of aggression and again. The moment seeme to be near
. there is now a reasonable prospect of when John Redmond with his nine votes
ýt turning the measure out of the House in will be master of the parlismentay situa-
d some shape about the end of the summer. tion. His dictation will hardly be ac-
e The opposition to the new closure rule, cepted with pleasureby the Liberala and
d while bitter, has had little logical basis Radicals, an dmay be the cause of dii-
f and the stories are jut uow thoroughly culties more embarrassing than auy
d discomfited, in shape coutrast to the before experience.
t almost triumphant attitude of a week Replying to a question asked in the
e ago. Sonie gnvernment masijorities have Cnmmons t.o.day by Mr. John Redmond,

been small ibis week and the opposition (Parnellite), Nr. Gladstone intimated
of the handful of Parnellities if insisted that it was the intention of the Govern-
upon will cut the nairgin lown to a small ment to a ppoint a ij)it commission to

e figure, but Mr. Gladstone is throughly enquire int h -he inancial relations
confident that he will seud the biIl to between Great lris.r i and Ireland. Mr.

t the bouse of lords in due cou rse. Gladstone added thti the sittings of the
e There is sone danger of accidents, as commissions would not begin until the
n was learned this week. A division was excitement in connection with the
a called on an amendment which Glad- passage of the Home Rule Bill had sub-
à atone opposed. The members flocked in sided.
e when the Liberal whip suddenly rusbed
f to the treasury branches, with theresult ENGLI8H JCOLLEGE COURSES.

a moment later that the amendaient was
quietly accepted by the Government. It (The writer of the following letter wilf
had become a little lax in attendance notice that by our editorial on this sub-

j and a vote might have shown the Govern- ject we give credit to St. Laurent Col-
f ment defeated. The desperate condition lege in the matter. The editorial was.
. in which the Government bas been written on Saturday and we received the
- placed by Unionist obstruction and following on Monday, which we publish

Chairman Mellor's incapacity by Mr. with pleasure.-Ei>. T. W.)
Gladstone's announcement that sum- To the Editor of 'lE TRU0 VITNES:

f mary action could be no longer deferred. Si ,-In the last issue of T HE TRuE
The resolution intended to basten the WTNESS, your correspondent "Commoii

- progress of the Home Rule bill bas corne Sense" isdecidedlyin error when ho statcs
too late to satisfy all the Gladatonians, that there is no Catholic classical college
but not too late to prevent the catas- in the Province of Quebec, where the;

,f trophe wbich threatened the bill lIat students can obtain a thorough know-
week. Liberala and Radicals/have re- ledge of English. To this sweeping:

. gained their courage and the Irish mem- statement, there is, st least, one excep--
- bers, although still troubling the governa- tion ; namely, St. Laurent College, which.

ment with their domestic bickering, have is about five miles from Montreal. Here,
, suppressed temporarily their mutinous for many years, have been, and are, at

t protesta. present, two courses-commercial ,nd
The Tories are writhing in unreason- classical-in which instruction in the

able exasperation under Mr. Gladatone's ordinary English branches, as well as in
closure resolution. Many of thern de- Latin, Greek, Mathematics, etc., is in.

s manded at tirst that the unionist leaders parted entirely in the English language.
withdraw from further debate on the bill The commercial course consista of five

- n coimittee and leave the government (5) classes, the classical of seven. The
free band to do as it, night please. The professor of each clas claims English as
expediency of this course of action was ,lismother-tongue and as the language
discussed earnestly in Conservative of his education. This would easily b..
circles last evening. As a dramatic and surmised by a perusal of the names of
sensational form of protest it found not a the members of the Faculty of the Col-

> few.supporters among the ultra.Conser- lege-catalogue of the present year.
vative membera. I was rejected, how- Parallel with these English courses, and,
ever, by JoseplI Chamberlain, whose as regards instruction, entirely separate
judgement is accepted now as virtually from them, are two similar courses es
beyond appeal. Mr. Chamberlain ad- distinctively Frencli.
vised that no change of tacics be made To verify these statements, I take
by the uniomista. They should act, he pleasure in mailing you, Sir, the cata-
said, in utter disregard of Mr. Glabstone's logue of the scholastic year just ended,
proposal. They should proceed in the in which you will see the list of the
case of each section of the bill as if no vote Faculty, the programme of studies,
bad been ts ken and should allow the and the prize liste of the English
government to closure every stage of the courses. '"Common Senae," too, may
debate, whether the clause in question procuro a copy of the same on applica-
had been discussed or not. Mr. Cham- tion. Youra, respectfully,
berlain's plan lias been ,pproved by the J. McG.
otner unînniit leaders. Their object
obviously is to proclaim to the country CatholIC sailos' concert.
that clauses have been forced througlh Th second weekly concert, which was
with out debate, and to exploit thisso- h eld ecastThursd y n h rt h ic
called "Gladstoneau tyrannry," as an eld lst Thurday nght ait the Cathoia
irritant among the British votera. Sailors' Club, on St. aul etreet, was a

The decroase of the Government great forucces. the hall being wel filled
majority to twenty-six or twenty-eight in long before Mr. P. J. Gordon took the
recent divisions of the House bas pro. chair. There was a very large mrusterof
voked Tory commenta to the effect that sailrs ePreentstives be n porteent
he Goverument is nearng its end. The fromdearY everyebip in port, and tie

Ministerialiste, however, are not appre- preident and the com ittee heartiy
hensive. The decrease bas been due welcomed tren. As the clubr ecomes
merely to passing events, which have more know agonget thesailors inaevery
necesitated the absence of a dozen or section of he globe, and the saclor lads
more Gladstonians from the bouse. The realize whai a boon ruch arclub is t
near prospectof a split in the Irish party them, they wil foo raoy around it and
on the financial clause is a much more nake it one in the mont pron.nent in-
seribus matter. From this source will ramitions in the Dominion. The pro-
come the most considerable obstacle, gramme gns throghIet Tharday
that has yet been laid in Mr. Glabstone's night watala attractive one sd was
path. The amendments propoed by gremtly appreiated. Muhe redite odue
John Redmond, leader of the Parnellitieste Prof. owlr and the nembeson t.
raise directly the issue: No borne rule Patrick'a choir for thie grand selection of
unles Ireland control ber own finances. voea music with which they favored the
John Clancy, Parnellite, will offer an visetrs. Mr. M. f. Hare, o r the Van-
amendment that Ireland'a contribution couver, tade a few remarks for the
to the imperial exchequer shall be benefio! the club, whice were wel re-
one-fourth of er general revenue, coived Theconcert ooeud withahhymn
instead of one-third, as proposed by Mr. O, .. dsus Saviux einMy Soul,"whiohai
Gladstone. Timuotby Harrngtion, Par- present jOinin lI singing.
nellite will propose that an Anglo-Irish j
commission be appointed to determine Rev. Darius Hubert, S. J., died at bis
the size of Jr4lind's just contribt'". home in Macon, Ga., on Wednesday of

ATTSPCTON surateed It week. Father Hubert was the chap-
$ATISFACTON Isguarntog lamu of the Lomisiana troops in the Arniy

te every consumer of H OO D' aio Northern Virginia durmng the war, and
Sarsaparilla. One hundred dos%. P wa one of the mos widely knowni priest,
every bottle. No other does this., a» the Souath, -


