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mated, and of which all previous sacrifices were
put faint types and shadows. The confirmees
may have their attention directed to & striking

peessge in the First Epistle of St. Paul to the
Corinthians, iz whioch he plainly asecciates the
two fesste—the Jewish and the Christian—
¢ Christ our passover is saorificed for us, there-
fore let us keep the feast (or festival), not with
the old leaven, nor with the leaven of msl'ce
and wiokedness, but with the unleavened bread
of sincerity and {ruth” (1 Cor, v. 7,8.) When
we rcmember that ihe Lio1d’s Supper was the
only feast of the firat Christians, and that when-
ever they met it was to "' bresk bread,” we can
understard the application of the Apostle's
words—words which sre wrought into our own
Commurion Office in the Proper Preface for
Baster Day—*He is the very Paechal Lamb
which was cffered for us, and bath taken awsy
the sin of the world.” The peouliar language
ueed by our Lord in institutirg the Sacrament
of His Body and Blood in the Holy Commanicn,
geems to have bheen borrowed from Jewish
phraseclogy. The lamb when set on the table
to be eaten was commonly called the body of
the peschal Lamb. The Jews spoke of eating
the body of the Lamb; and when Chriat blessed
the bread. He sald of it, * This is my Body,” as
thovgh He wonld tay, ** Herstofore you ate the
bady of the Lamb, a type of Me, to be delivered
to death for you. Now I abrogate this for ever,
and ivstead I give you my ! ody to be crucified
and broken for you; and so hereafter, when
you eat this bread, think nct of the paschal
Lamb, which, like all types, is now done a~ay
in Me, but believe that you feed on my Bedy
broken, to deliver youw, not from Egyptian
bondsge, but from the far worse bondage of
death and hell.”

It may be cbserved that the above words are
quoted from Biskop Harold Browne's Exposition
of the Thirty nine Articles, 8 work that sdmir
sbly riflects the true position of the Cathnlic
Reformed Chuiches of these islands, 4s sgainst
Rome on ¢ne side :nd Geneva cn the other,
The Bishop goes on 10 say—'‘In almost all
respects the institution of tbe Etcharist was
likered to the eacrifioia] fessts ot the Jews,
most erpecially to the fesst of the Paseover, It
hed only this point of difference, that whereas
in all the spcient feasts the vistim was actuslly
killed and then its natural body was eaten, bere
the feast was instituted (though on the day of
His death) yet before our blessed Lord was
crucified, and breed and wine were substituled
in tke rcom of His natural Fiesh and Biocd.
Yet the bread ard wine He called His Body
erd Blocd, ¢ven as the fiesh of the Jamb was
called the kedy of the Paschal Lamb. Axd wo
cap scarcely {sil to infer that ss the flesh of t' @
old eacrifice was never called tbo Body of
Cbrist but (what it really was) the body of the
lemb; srd as, on the contrary, tho elements in
the rewly-fourded feast were called the Bedy
a1d Blood of Christ, so the new festival must
huve had a clceer connection with the great
and true eacrifice than had the slaughtered vie-
tim which represented Him in the old Festival,
The bre:d ard wine were His Body and Blood
in & eence beyond tbat in which the Paschal
Lemb wes Christ—that is to say, not merely in
& figure, bat in more than a figure, . . . .
Just 88 when the first Passover w28 instituted
the Israelites were commanded ‘to keep this
feast by an ordinsnce for ever' (Ex. xii 14;
xiii, 10)—to sacrifice the Lamb and eat it 88
they had heen instincted by Moses; so the
dicoiples sre commandeu to obeerve this new
feast even a8 they were instiucted by their
Master ard Lord. ‘Do this,’ ie, ‘Do what
you now see Me do,’ Break the bread, bless it,
and comsecrate it; them distribute it among
yourselves, snd eat it; and likewise with the
wine. And this all is to be done ‘in remem-
brance ot Me, The Passover wasin remem-~
brance of the deliverance from Egypt and from
the destruction of the first-borr; and when it
was kept the Israelites were to tell their ohild-

ren what the ordinance mesnt (Ex. xiii. 8.

But this sacrament is s remembrance of greater
deliverance and of that gracions Master who
wrooght the deliverance ; and ay often * as we
eat this bread and drink this cup we do show
the Lord's death till He come' (1 Cor xi. 26).
in all ways, therefore, it may be a remembrance
of Chrisy, but specially it is a remembrance of
His death, It is & memorisal, a showing forth
of that sacrifice which He offared on the Cross,
and whioh we feed upon in ozr souls.  As it is
& commemoration of the sacrifice” (Exposition
pp. 111717,y The sbove extract will mssist 1n
msking olear to the minda of the cunfirmecs
the nstare of the Saorament of the Liard's Sup
per, to which they are about to be admitted for
the first time, &8 *‘a continusl remembrance of
the saorifice of the death of Carist,” the fiist
objuet, be it observed, for which it was ordained,

according to the teaohing of our Churoh.—]
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DEVOTIONAL PAPER.
‘The first day of lhe_week oometh Mary
Mugdalene early when it was yet durk unto the
Sepulchre.’—8t, John xx, I,

The opening words of tais chapter scem to
throw us, assembled togelher us we are mpon
‘the first day of the week,' into relationship
with the events the chapter has to reoord,

The assembling together of Charistians upon
the first day of the woek is the imprint of
Hasterdsy apon the Christian era. The firat
Kastor uttered a voice whioch evory ficst day of
the week has since reverberated; and as the
echo tells of the voice which awoks it, so the

first day of the week bears testimony {o an
event which was to giveit s distinotion, and a
saxclion higher than thut which bad formerly
atiached to tho seventh day. And if tho
asscmblage togetber of Christians upon the
first day, is & monument of the Resurreotion,
tbe werebip of Christiaps is that monument's
ipseription, for, in worehipping ‘Him who was
dead' do they not stlest their t1&ith in His
Resurrection ?

By this point of contact betwoeen ourselves
and the first Easter day, the mind is prepared
and faith emholdened 10 understand and believe
the Scriptures thut Jesus kas ricen sgain from
the dead.

Faith cap turn to good account the smallest
foothold, and it finds oxe bere, Atthis moment
we aro in the preserce of & reality, our useem-
blage on 1he first day ; and tbe weekly reour-
rirg Lord's Day may be traced like & woven
chain right back to Apostolic times. At the
other erd of the chain is & reality a8 reul as
tbat which now appesals to our oyes and sars—
the reviving of Jewus Christ from His deep but
brief sleep, and H.s resappearence from
death snd the sepujobre, ‘Cometh Mary Mag-
dslene,’

Mary Magdalen had no peculiarrights in the
resurrection beyond the other pious women, the
disciples, the believers, or beyond ourselves.
If Christ had been Jesus slone this could not
be said, but God in one person with Jesus mul-
iiplics Jesus infinitely, and His death and His
resurrection. This iufinite multiplication of
the Croes and Resurrection gives the whole
Croes and the whole Rising again to everyone
who shares humanity in common with Christ.
“All things are yours,” There may be but one
gun in the heavens; but there is a sun there
for every land, and a sun for every inhabitant
of every land, Nonecan olaim peculiar rights
in the sun, The sun is practicslly maltipled
by the number of observers.

And the Cross and Resurreotion are maltiplied
by the number of the human race.

It Mary Magdalene seemed to have peonliar
rights in tho Resurreotion, those peculiar rights
lay in her adoring devotion, and in her deliver.

ance from zeverfold ibraldcmof Balan which

Christ had wrought in her, It would be more
trae to say that the resarreotion sho had ex
perienced in her own life and character fitted
her to receive the revelation of the Resarrection
of her Lord. It was only to those who had
passed through such & resurrection as she had
that Jesus Christ sppeared after His Resarrec-
tion. To those who were ‘dead in trespasses
and sins’ and who were olinging to dead hopes,
Hoe did not show Himself,

And to zs His resurrection can nevar ba the

-substantial faot it is, only so far as wo reckon

oursolves to be dead indeed untn sin and alive
unto God, ‘If any msn will do His Wull, hoe
shall know of the dootrine' (John vii. 17). If
wo havo the real impression in wax, wa oan
have no diffioulty in bolieving that the real
exists, or in learning its besaty. And if tho
resurreotion of Jesus Christ is impressed in the
wax of our own oharacter, as it was in Mary
Magdalenc's, weo shall have no question of it, or
of its power and glory,

Tho man of soience wiltl tell us that we do
not reslly see those objeots which appoar to the
oye—that when we say wo seo a houseor s
town, it is really tho imnge of that objeot, as it
isreflactod in the mirror of the oye, which we
perceive,

Then we may seothe Rasurrcotion of Josus
our Saviour as really and as oclesrly as wo sce
anything—riflacted not in the tiny mirror of
tho oye, but in the mirror of our charaeter,

Our charaotors, which may have entombed
or may &till entomb dead hopes, despair of
living the noble lives we could wish, and sub-
jection 1o the corruption of evil, but which may
bo revived to day, in the puwer and glory of
Ilsurroction, to a lively hopo and to dominion
over the sin which had besot and enslaved
s,
Mary Magdalons, hastering to the sopulchro
‘when it was yot dark,’ ia a pioture of humanity
—huomanity which was awaiting upon the events
of that day to learn its destiny. Tho whole
race—'for to this end Christ both died and rose
again and rovived, that he might be the Lrd
both of the dead and the living.'

Itis yet dark apd she gropes hor waytioa
tomb, her soul distraught by yearnings unuttor-
sble, and the only reliof she can promise horgelf
is in the melancholy duly of doing tho last
¢fives for the dead.

This is humanity without the rosurrestion—
going swiftly to a tomb, ‘while it is yet dark,’
worn by longings which oan find no satioty.

Bat Msry Magdalene returning finslly from
the sepulchre ie & picture of thv Church : sbe
has seen her Lord and goes to preach His res-
urreciion ; every longing, every passion finds &
homo and is at rest in Christ ar:sen.,

And if Mury Mapdaleue, oarrying a word
spoken by the lips of Josus Himself, stands for
the Church which carries His message to the
peop.e, Goud grant yot another parallel to com-
plote the picture, in the rising up of many
amongst us a3 Peter and John to go to th
sepuichre and see and beliove, —Family Church
man,

Tz Gospel of Josus Christ is the true remedy
for human ill. It can chavge the heart, it can
renovate socioly, it can give health and life to
& diseased and dying world, for it has done it,

and is doing it still in instances unnembered,
—Rev H. M, Thompson,

Tex presence of evil thoughts in ou. hearts

does not prove trat our religion is a deseption,
unlees they are encvuraged and delighted in.
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