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SILKimN THOMAS 1RENOUINCING

HIS ALIJEGIANCE TO ENGLAND.

Ye Geralditnes 1 ye Geiraldines I-since
Silkefn Tilmas dbung

King Henry's savord on counîcil-boaaird the
Etglish thanes amnong.

Ye never ceased to batIe brave agaii.- the
Enlisli sway,

Though axe and brand and irrachery yonr
proudest ont away."-Tov î.s D v s.

We rend in the Annals of the Four Mas-
ters that, " in tho -year 1535. a-ret,
Earl of Kildare, Lord Chier Justico of
reland, died in im prisoliment in the

Tower of London."
This nobleman hnd long bcen aL dIad-

]y fend with the Butiers, io1-ds .of Or-
mond. In one of tho rails whiich lie
niade into their territory, findi ng thbat
David Creacrh Achbishop of Casiel,
was gising nid and comfor- to his here-
dita-y cuomlies, the fiery Geraldinu
burnt the catlhedral and sac-ked the
" City of the E i ngs," This ocurred in
1498.

Complaint or this sactilegious conduet
being made to- King HIenry VI ., that
menai-ch surmmoncd K ildare te London
to answer the' cbii-rge. whcn the auda-
cious chiefatýin detended himseif by
solmnliy sweating thait "he woNuld
never have thought of burning the
cal hec -ail haîd ho net been assured that
the A.relibislop was within it at the
time.

On hea-inr tItis haracteristicdefense,
hls enemies: exclaimed, 4"Ail freland
cannot govern ibis m:an." ien
-eplied the King, c he, shall govern nll
Irelaîd." And so ho vas made Lord
Deputy of that kingdom.

AfLtr the death of' Henry Vir., his
successor, Henry VIII., continuied
Kildare as Lord Deputy. Throtigg
the influence of Cardina Wolsey
he wvas removed, adthe Ear of'
Surrey appointed in his place; but Kil.
dare soon manaiged te regain the favor
of the king, and got re-uppointed to.his
old position o deputty.

B.owever, on bis being ordered te
p-oceed against the ar of Desmond,
Kildare, net wishing to be made the
agent of bis kinsman's punishment,
evaded compliance with theyoyal man-
date, and, taking advantage of some dis-
turbances n Uister, ho marcbed into

that province uînderpretext o suppreîss-
iig then, instead of going to fight tho
Desmond in Miunster. Foir tiis coentui-
macy lie was sumnmoned to London te
attount for his conduct; but befbi-o lie
went ie supplied illi his owi casiles
wvith ai-ms and miilitary stores frtoni tho
ioyal arsenals, and connite d th
govemilent to his son, Lordi Thomas
fitzgoet ild, tien in thée twuittietlh yeair
of his aige.

Ormonl, the implacable aind wily foo
of the Geraldines, inding tho vectran
who had so kng thwarted his plans and
huimbled his pride reinoved oit of bis
way, aid a hoetlcadel, inexperiencd
yoth, hlie only ob4aîce to his ambition
and thirst for vloegeace, soon set liiimi-
self te plot the iestriu:tion Of his gri-ct
rival.

Acti ng i n at:coridanutce wilth h is descig n,
he, in conjuiclioi wuith Sir Williain
Skcflingiton and Aian, Art-t-hbishop of
-Dublin, bitter ennmies o*flthe old e:u'l,
caused a ilso repot to b circubitied, to
the c fCet that Kiiliare iad beeCn .muriii-
dered in the Towei f ILondon. On
t his report reaeling. the cars of the
young Lord Depuly, it itdt precisely
the effect its cunîning origintatois conten-
plated. Lord Thomas swore vengeane
oit his fatiie-'s mut-de-ca-s; and, bitini i g
with rage, he proceeded from te Caisle
of Dublin te M ary's Abbey, vhere the
Counil were in session, for hlie pur-pose
of delivet-itg up his sword of otlike and
renunii ici ng forever all al legian ie te t lie
English kin.- e was ac-ompanied by
several of his noble kinsm-ien and a
strong body guard of Irish retaineis,
devoted, body and seul, te the houe of
Kildiare. The gates of Mary's Abbey
wsere soon i cached, and cr the last of his
followers had consei te pour to the
echioing cou-t yat-d, Loi-l Thomas and.
his friends were at the door of the
cou nei i-chamber'

The assembled lords rose at his en-
trance, and sway.was made for hin to
the chair of state: but, stoppjing midway
between the entrance and the couneil-
table, while his friends gatiered in a
body at his back, and lis faithful guards
blocked up the door and filled the Ccourt-
yard, Lord Thiomas took the sword of
state:f-om its bearer, aînd, advancing up
the halto the. council-table, thus pas-
sionatoly addressed thé territied and be-


