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THE HARP.

SILEEN THOMAS RENOUNCING

HIS ALLEGIANCE 10 BN GLAND.

“Ye QGeraldines! ye Geraldines !—since
Silken Thomas flung

Kin% Henry’s sword on council-hoard the

 Eunglish thanes among.

Ye never ceased to battle brave agmuinst the
English sway,

Though axe and brand and (reachery your
proudest cut away."—"Tnonis Davis,

Wx read in the Anuals of the Jour Mas-
iers that, “in - the-year 1535, Garrvet,

Harl of Kildare, Lord Chief' Justice of
reland, died in imprisonment in the

Tower of London.”

This nobleman had long been at dead-
ly feud with the Butlers, lords of O
mond. Tn one of the raids which- he
made into theiv territory, finding that
David Creagh, Archbishop of Cashel,
was giving aid and comiore to his ficre-
ditary  encmies, the fiery Geraldine
burnt the cathedral and sacked the
“ City of the Kings.”” This occurred in
1498, v _— ; _

Complaintof this sacrilegious conduct
being made to- King Henvy VIL, (hug
monarch summoned Kildare to London
{o answer the charge, when the auda-
cious chieftain defended -himself by
solemuly ‘swearing that “he would
never huave thought of burning” the
cathedral had he not been assured that
the Archbishop was within jt ag’ the
time.” ‘ ’ ,

On hearing this characteristicdefense,
h's ‘enemies: exclaimed,  “ All Trefand
cannot govern ihis man.” ¢ Then,”
replied the King,  he, shall govern all
Ireland.” ~And so he was made Lord
Deputy of that kingdom, ‘

After the: deuth of Henry VII. his
successor,  Henvy VIIL, continued
Kildare, as-Lord Deputy.  Through
the influence of = Curdinal @ Wolsey

he -was removed, and - the: Earl of

Surrey appointed in his place; but Kil.
dare soon-managed (o.regain the favor
of the king, and got, ye-uppointed to his
old posilion of depuly. ‘

-However, on his " being ordered. to-

}};-occcd against - the Barl of Desmond,
ildare, not wishing {o. be.: made - the
agent of his - kinyman’s punishment,
evaded compliance with the yoyal.man-
date, and, taking advantage of some dis-
tarbances - in: Ulsler, he marched into

e

that province under pretoxt of suppress-
ing them, instead of going o fight the
Desmond in Munster. Tor this conlu-
mucy he was summoned lo London to
account for his conduct; but. befoire ho
wenl he supplied all his own' caslles
with arms and military stores from the
royal arsenals, and commitied the
government to his son, Lord T'homas
Fitzgerald, then in the (wentieth year
of his age.

Ormond, the implacable and wily foo
of the Geraldines, finding the veteran
who had s0 1ong thwarted his plians and
humbled bhis pride removed out of his
way, and @ hot-headed, inexperienced
youth, the only obstacle Lo his ambition
and thirst {or vengeunce, soon set him-
self'to plot the destruction of his. great
rival. :

Acling in aceordanee with his design,
he, in conjunclion with Siv William
Skeflington and  Afan, Avchbishop of
Dublin, bitter enemies of the old enrl,
caused a fulse report to be circulated, to
the elicet that Kildare had beena.mur-
dered in ‘the Tower of london. - On-
this report reaching. the eurs of the
young Lord Deputy, it had precisely
theefieet ils cunning originators conlem-
plated.  Tord Thomas swore vengeince
ou his father's murderers; and, burning
with rage, he proceeded from the Casile
of' Dublin to Mary's Abbey, where the
Council were in session, for the purpose
of delivering up his sword of oftice and
renouncing forever all allegiance to the
English king. - He wasaccompaniced by
several of  his  noble kinsmen and a
strong body guard of Irish™retainws,
devoted, body and soul, to the house of
Kildare. The gatesof Mary's Abbey
were soon teached, and ere thelast of his
followers had ceased o pour into the
echoing  court yard, Lord Thomas and
his friends ‘werc at the door. of-the
council-chamber.

The assembled lords rose at his on-
trance, and . way.was made for him to
the chair of state ::bul, stopping midway
between the entrance and the council-
table, while his friends gathered in a
body.at bis back, and his faithful guards
blocked up-the door and filled the court-
yard, Lord Thomas took the sword. of
state:from’its’ bearer, and, advancing up
thie hall'to the. council-table, thus: pas-
sionately.addressed the territied:and: bo-




