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Colored Fires.

sAlthough the manufacture of colored
fires may not properly be included in the
practice of pharmacy, the druggist is
frequently culled upon to prepare them.

“The following formulas are designed
for making fires suitable for theatrical
illuminations, street parades, cte., which
are the kinds usually required to be made
by druggists. Tn the wanuficture of fire.
works a great variety of colored fires are
made, but their formulas are not impor-
tant to thedruggist.

“In making colored fires it is necessiary
to observe some precaution in powdering
and mixing the materials. The substances
should beseparately powdered, then mixed
by means of & wooden spatuls, and the
mixture kept in tin cans away from
moisture or heat. The sulphur directed
is sometimes omitted from the formula
on account of its disagreeable vapor,
but it is not generally objectionable
in the quantities used.

+ DBLUE FIRE.
Dark blue may be made by taking :

Sulphur ccooos tiaialn 1 onnce.
Burnt alum ... ....... ceeeol ounee,
Carbonate of copper. veeesnaes 1 ounce.
Chlorate of potassinm. . ... .. 4 ounces.
Shellac cooeaeenn.. Ceenes ae 1 ounce.

Powder the drugs fine and mix with the
shellac in woderately coarse powder.

Light blue may be made by taking 2
Sulphur c.cieieiiis aaen.. 1 ounce.
Burnt alum .2 ounces.
Chlomate of potassium....... .4 ounces.
Shellac veceen ceninnaniaaas 1 ounce.

Mix the same as the preceding.

GREEY FIRE,

Dark green may be made by taking :
Nitratc of barinm 4 otniees,
Boric acid........ ..
Chlorate of potassium
Sulphur.. «i0 woo ceen... Jdonnce.
Shellac

Powder the drugs fine and mix with the

shellac in moderately coarse powder.

Light green may be made by taking 2
Carbonate of arium........2 ounces
Salphair coieveeeiiiennnee L ounce,

Chlorate of potassium........ 4 ounces.
Shellac ceeeiniecinenanenaas 2 ounces.

Mix as the preceding.

RED FIRE.
Dark red may be made by taking:
Nitrate of strontimin.. .....G onnees.
Chlorate of potassiin... ... 2 ontnees,
Sulpbur ccooel © o0 ceineen 1 ounce,
Shellae coceiieien ol o ...l ounces
Powder the drugs fine and mix with the
shellac i3z moderately coarse powder.
Light red or pink may be made by
using only half the quantity of the nitmate
of stroutium, or as follows:

Chalk . ...l o ceeeaeaens 2 onnees.
Sulphur ...... fenecssesseoes 1 ounce,
Chlorate of potassivm. .. .....3 onnces,
Charcoal civeeiniioininiaae 1} cunces.
Nitrate of potassinm........3onunces,
Shellac veeenniiinviannnnas 1 ounce,

Powder and mix as the preceding.
VIOLET FIRE.

Humt alom ceeeeecianeana.. ] ounice.
Carbonate of pot _ee.v.1 0URCO,
'“'Ph‘“’ 1o tecrtateenrgrsesd ONNROR,

Chlorate of potassinm........ 4 ounces.
Shellac wove civieiiiiienias 1 ounce.

Powder the drugs fine and mix with the
shellae in moderately coarse powder.
WHITE FIRE.
Nitrate of potassium .......8 ounces.
Chareoal . .ooiiieiaaa..... +eo3 UUNCE,

SUIPIUE iietieee i cernnnnans 1 ounce.
Shellae ool oor . aee. LY ounce,

YELLOW FIRe,

Sulphur cooo0 ciiiiiinian... 1 ounce,
Dricd carbonate of sodiun. .. .2 ounces,
Chlarate of potassinm........5 ounces.
Shellie  siviieininiinnan. 1 vunce.

Powder and mix as the preceding.

“The foregoing are all the colored fires
that are generaily required for theatrical
tHuminations, street parades, ete, but z
great variety of other colors may be made
by vartously combining them, and many
shades of color may be mule by varying
the quantity of the ingredients used.

LIQUID COLORED FIRES R FLAMES.

“These may be made by dissolving coer-
tain substances to saturation in alcohol or
other liquids which will dissolve them,
and burn rapidly. They are best ignited
in a shillow iron pan, which, for safety,
should be set in u shillow pan of wuter.
Considerable caution is required in burn-
ing these liguids, that accidents may be
prevented.

“The substances used should be fincly
powdered and triturated with the alcoliol
in a mortar.

“JBlue may be made by dissolving ace-
tate of zinc in alcohol ; green, by dissolv-
ing boric acid in alcohiol ; 7ed, by dissolv-
ing nitrate of strontium in alcohsl, or by
making a strong tincture of lycopodiam ;
ziolet, by dissolving carbonate of potassium
in alcohol ; yelluto, by dissolving nitrate
of sodium in alcohol ; white, by dissolving
camphor in alcohol.

“Another method of exhibiting colored
fires, and perbaps the best of all, is to
mix the finely powderced substances which
produce the colors, as above, with a
moderately thick solution of shellac in
alcohol.  They are thus suspended, and
when burned give forth their charmetistic
color."—Formulary.

Therapeutics of Damiana.

The therapeutics of damiana scems. to
have progressed from the merely empirical
stage 1o a point where it can be prescrib-
ed with something like scientific accuracy.
Though slower in action, it is analogous
to strychinain cffect, but more tonic than
the latter.  On the bowels it promotesin-
creased peristalsis, causing 1 or 2 mushy
stools per day, and it is an cffective
remedy in the habitual constipation of
neurotic subjects, cspecially of those who
are victims of scxual perversion. In.
creased diuresis follows its use, and many
cases of irritable bladder and wrethra are
very greatly benefitted by ittt Oa the
heart, also, it acts as a tonic sedative
erqual in some cases of functional disturb.
ance to cactus grandiflorus. From the
nbovo resume, it is plsin why damiana
hias proven soclllcaclous in cases of nerve.

exhuustion resulting from sexual excesses,
and why, fur from being = direct stimu-
lant of erotic desires, it has been found to
act aus a sedative to abnormal sexual
appetite.  Tn short, it is not a “specific,”
but its so-called specitic action is but the
result of its general tonic effect.—Cleve-
land Meel, Journal.

Hazel-Nut Oil.

This oil has recently been examined
and appears to be almost, if not quite, as
useful for medicinal purposes, as almond
oil. Tt possesses a mild taste and smell
and is of a bright yellow colour. Ttis
not a drying oil. Its specific gravity is
9164, With the claidin test it gives a
firm yellowish mass. It contains a small
quantity of free futty acids, one gramnme
neatralising 0035 gramme of potash.
Its saponification ecquivalent is 191.4,
and its jodine absorption 83.2. It be-
comes solid at 20° and becomes liquid
agun at 4% The fatty acids solidify at
9° and melt at 17°. They do not give
the: colour reactions of the acids of
almond oil.—Pharm. Zeituug.

- Against the Code.

A lady not feeling so well as sho Jiked,
went to consult a physician.  “Well; said
the doctor, after looking at her tonge,
feeling her pulse, and asking her sundry
questions, “[ should like to advise you—
ahem !—to get married.”

“Arc you single, doctor ¥ inquired the
fair paticnt, with a significant smile.

“YI am, my dear lady; but it is not
etiquette, you know, for physicians to
take their own prescriptions.”—Vedical
Dulletin,

Tolypyrin and Antipyrin.

These homologucs, obtained - in similar
manners, resemble each other greatly.
An casy method of distinguishing them is,
therefore, useful. A weak solution of
tolypyrin is rendered turbid by the addi-
tion of soda solution, whilst antipyrin is
oaly precipitated in strong solutions. If
a mixture of tolypyrin with antipyrin is
suspected, the melting point will indicato
it, since it melts below tha melting point
of antipyrin.—Iharm. Zeitung.

Caffelne-crgloral.

Chloral possesses the well-known proper-
ty of most aldehydes, of combining with
feebly basic compounds, such as forma-
mide, urea, cyanozen, &c. It does so with
caffeine. Thecompound so formed appears
to be very useful in relicving constipation.
The compound occurs in colorless tables,
casily soluble in water. Professor Ewald,
of Barlin, has usad it in hypodermic so.
lution, in doses of .2 to .3 gramme at a
time, given two ar three times a. day.—
Journal dz Pharmacic ' Anrers,

Kurno-most o1 is the volatile -oil of ‘a
Japansis Laaracsa, tha Lindors foricis:



