
I. THE CANADA CITIZEN.

country, ail out city governments forbade the sale of tertain articles of food
wbich were always found in our markets in ordinar conditionb of public
heailth. These municipal regulations said nat a word about the liersonal
habits of the people as to foodi, but îboy forbade the sale of such articles
.as were deemiet incansistent wih public bealtli. In connection witb tbis
qu-stion af prohihiting the liquor traffic, a grent deal is said in this country
about persranal liberty, and it is uirgeti by able men, ant ieran by Iai yers,
that the suppressioah af the traffic wotilt bo an arbitrary exorcise of despotic
power ; and it i insisteti that il woulti hc a violent interference with a1 great
trade, involving a vast capital anti cmploying a great many men andi affurd-
ing nmens of sustinence to a great many people. The prohibition of the
liquor traffic involves no principles of laiw anti no exorcise of power that is
founti ini many, if ixot ail aur statutos. It is the tiuty, as it is the undouliteti
right, of govertnient ta require ta be donc îvhatever is necessaTy to the
comnion good, and to farbiti wbatcver is believcd ta bc inconsîstent. This
objection to prohibition on the grouti that it is inconsistent witb personil
liberty is nover licarti in my country among intelligent mnîer While we
value personal, civil and rcligious liberty as higlily as any otbcr people, we
understand that there is really no such thing as a persona-l liberty that is an-
consistent with general good. a The welfare, the saféty af the people, is the
supreme lawv.' That is a principle of law as tborougbly establishoti in this
country as it is in mine, andi no person can claim any liberty whatever that
is inconsistent witb it. No onc cta do anytbung or have anytbmng or be
anything that is inconsistent with the gertoral gcmod. Tlîat is the & spreme
law.' There is no principle of law more firnialy establîsheti than tbat. In
every day lieé there are many illustrations of that principle c-arrioti out 10
the extreraiest limit. Taxes arc inoxorably roqîmireti of us ; aur property is
conflscated ini that way ta any cxtent tîmat the authorities rnay choose ta Te-
quire. A mian is brought Up bofore the court, the case is hoard, thc verdict
rendereti; a forced contribution (fine) is levied, andi alter the becring hoe is
sent t0. jail for montbs, or for years, or for lIeé, as the case inay be. There
is no plea put in for him that bis personal rights arc toucheti upon. Ho is
sent ta jail bocause bis personal liberty is inconsistent witli the general
gooti, anti only for that reason. Another is before the court,' the verdict
is rendereti; the judtge says the sheriff, hang this nman, his lIeé is inconsist
ont witb tbe genoral good. Sa/uts populi supreyma lev."

Prohibition of any trade is an extreme measure anti cannot bo jîîstly re-
sortecd to cxccpt the public gooti requires it. Sanie trades.are usoful, but
tiangerois ; oatiirs are useful, but liable to abuse. These are rcguhated at
restraineti by license, by iwhicb it is sbarply prescrîbeti bow they shall bc
contiuctcd. The mantifacture anti sale anti keeping for sale of gunpowder
is one af the former; the keeping anti driving carniages anti carts for hîre is
anc of thc latter, anti slau,1mîr-bouses are anotber. The mantifctire andi
sale af obscene books anti prints is inctmnsistent with the general1 good; it is
flot regulateti anti restraincti by license, it is forbitddon. Latterics are for-
bitiden. Gambling bouses anti houses of ill-fame are forliddcn. Mn
othor things, flot harnitl in themseli-es arc forbidticn tmnder certain circuini.
stances. A mani may flot drive bis strong, fast horme thromgb tlîestrects of a
city. Nor may nny onc set fire to bis chimncy anti hum it out irn a cily t
in tht countr-y lie may do it. In ortier ta tictermine. thon, whembor prohr-
bition of the liquor traffl mai- bc resortet 1 justly, it is only neccessary ta
ascertauna ivether it is or is flot consistent wihhei general gooti.

John WVcsley saiti: "Liquor sellers :ire poisoners gencrail; tbey drive
the people 10 hell like shcep ; their gain is the blooti of the people." Earli
Chesterfield, inl 1727, saiti, in the 1-ouse of Lords, in bis speech on the gin
bill : "Vice, my lords, is flot ta o icenseti, but forbiddten. Insteati of en-
couraging the sale af tîmese liquors, which degrade anti brtmtify tîme people,
we oughit ta burst the phials îvhich contain them, anti rcpress thc dealers in
them,-those artists in huniann slnhe . Mr. Senator Lot M. Morrill,
saiti, on the floor of the Unitoti Stites Sonate : Il The liquor traffic is tbe
gigantic crime aI crimes It inflicts upon society more evils than corne
froni any oather crime; more ovils than cornes fram ail oather crimes. No
one, so far as I knowr, bas cî'or denieti that aIl this is truc. Is there any
carnpensating gooti conîing from it to, the State or the people tient shoulti
restratn us froni rcsortung ta pîrohibition ?"

A Ieading..Ncw York papcer stateti the case sbarply anti tcrsely t-hen it
saiti:

"Directly or indirectly this cou ntry spentis in the liquor traffic, evcry

ycar, a suni exi-ceching liaif the national debt. l'le cost of tlîat traffhc to
thec ountry, dirct and indirect, is greatur limai the profits uf ail its capital
not invested in rcal estate. It costs every )car mort: limaiuîur %vhule civil
servic.e, our arniy, our navy, our Congress, including ilhe river andi harbor
andi pension bis, our w.isteful local governînetst, and ail National, State,
coutil> andi local dubts, besides ail the bdihoh ain tikc touLiEII. Ill fatt, thib
nation pays [mure fur liquur than fir cer> Itiii.tiun uf ci ury kimd of gui erfi-
nient.,,

IIo%% P, a qutâtioofy that, maignitude to bu lîièl> pui asîdu . Yhere ms
certainly spent for drink annuall> mure thin ciglit litîîndrud iligtnsi of dol-
lars, andi the entire sumn raiseti b> taxu!s of .11i d -Ntoastate,
countv, toivi, andi scboul distriact -is stateti, un the .utlîrit% of the Census
Bureau, to bu flot more than about buven liunidred million dollars.

The journal continues:-
IBut the cost uf the liquor drunk ib not b> an> nicans the îîhule cost

of the liquor traffia.- Anl officiaI report, î>relparctd nitii mu-di labor by the
Bureau of Statistics of 'Massacbusetts, under atithurit> froiii the Lugiblature,
states that cighty.four [>er cent. of aIl the crime andi crimanal texî:ense.s ini
that State cornes ditccîly thtough tht; liquor tuaffit.. rhute are at luast one
in twenty of the able bodiet mnen of this coumntry iwlw are rendercd idle l>y
their habits andi incapiacitateti fur work , and he lit:rboîîs, at the Ordilnry
wages of workingmen, would carra, if industriuLîsà tsid lairlk ciîuîlo>ed, over
two hunadreti millions uf dollars annualî>. Tlae prop>ortion uf 1per5ons in
hospatals, îvho rcach theoni bccause of cesi drulnk, as very large, but
cannot bu delinitely ascertaineti. A traffi,. tlî.î co.a, in .îcîu.îtl îayînenr and
an loss of productive labor mnore than half the inatinal .lit %evIr> )car :s
flot ta be ignored b>' the cconoinist. It mua> lie assuineti that thc entire
wcalth of the coumntry bas risen froin $30,000,000,aoo, ira i80 Sou $5o,ooo,
000,000 in igSo, about one-haîf being in rt-il es-tatc. lulb.ttl h ducs liot

average profits exceeding four lier cent. ycar..., îa'king hati investtînents
with good; but, ai that rate, the yearly interust on ail peZ.rbon.ld property of
aIl kinds is onrly $iooo,ooo,ooo, andtic direri and indirect cost, of the
liquor traffle mnust be greater. Th **Ile tîne has -one lai in liais

courais) %viin a serious discussion of a qkuesti,;n that ahblc ut-.l a %a.îst

cs\pcnse tu the cotmntr) cani bc preventeti b% bull> ing, isitulerancisulec
or ridicule. * * * It is certain that the entire -iaving, of the people
andi aIl additions 10 their wcalth are flot tWvice as iitclias tlle saili expendeti
for liquor anti becise of the abuse of liquior."

The liquor traftfir carfis nothing; it crt.ates no viîllîe , ht tdds not a dlol

lar ta the national wealth, nor iii any %va) ta -die wclf.irc. andi prosperity of
the country. *'ihe inoncy ob:ainud b> thme tr.idz ib not carneti as limncst in-

iistries carni noney-b> living .1 valuablc rcturni for hl. ht obtains înoney
froin those whoic carna it by their labor. giving in rettini for ht what is only of

no value, but far wvorse than that-sonctinig that leatis to poverty, pitîper.
îsinwrcchcdcssand crhnc, which disinclincs mcmi tu lionest industr%, and

finally tarfats tbcmn for it. This traffic, likc': îar, îîasîeb the products of in-
dustry and kilîs the worker, or so muiitilites. nad mnaills liiin tit lie is lin.

fitteti fur work ;anti thon hie andi bis fainilv and de icndents ara: pen iioned
upon the honcst industry of the country. It is likec a conflagration ;, it de-
stroys, lcaving only the Mackeneti ruins of l wbicb ht attacks. It is like
pestilence., ravagng nay coînunity wbere it is tolerated ; cutting tiuwn the
wîighîtest, bravcst andi bcst. ht destroys more tlhan sixîy tiiousanti of Our

peopule cvcr- ycar, cutting short their lives upon an average, more tban tcn

ycars cb. It makcs %vretcheti, beyond îowver of expresýsion, more tban
ive hunadrcd thouind hiomzs, Nvbich, but for it, would bc pea.ceful, pros-

perous andi happy. It tbreatens thec.xistcncc' of our institutions, whicbi
cannet 'ive except among an cducatcd andI refinuti people, becamîsc more

than aIl oather influences for cvil ht reduccs mcin to ignorance, brutailitv and
sa-vagery.

Have 1 ovcrst.itcd or in any way misstiaicti? Is stmch n trade to liec .-

tablisli anti proiccîtid by law, or shaîl il bc forbitden, antI hi sufficient

pains anti penalties suppresseti as inconsistent with the general goot.-
?îTeai Dmw ini lhe Xori A dmrrican Rer'.t.

ARE THE CHARGES TRUE?

Why don't the liquor traffic comC out andi tell us of some of ils virttîcs?

It is wonderfully sensitive about thc pcrsonal liberty of the drinkecr andi ail


