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TraDE through Ontario for the past three weeks
has been far from satisfactory. January and early
February were, in comparison with other years,
good, but the falling oft of business since then has
been great. Collections are hard to make. i

Tue Wholesale Bovk & Stationery Trade say their
travellers’ sales are not up to the standard of former |
years, though not any great falling off. Stocks are |
low, and a good demand should soon spring up. The |
Fancy Goods men report very dull times, but they
don’t grumble. The head of one leading house in
particular commends the caution displayed by his '
customers in buying sparingly. ,

Collections are of course materially affected by the |
stagnation of the retail trade. The house named,
however, reports the amounts coming due on the 4th '
as turning out better than they expected. All ex-
cept about 20 per cent. being satisfactorily settled.

A demand is springing up for the better class of '

books, and the sale of papered-covered literature is
lessening.

Loxpox— Books, Stationery and Fancy Goods are
very quiet up this way. Business in general is dull,
principally on account of the very cold weather, wo
are in hopes it will improve when spring comes.
Your remarks in last issue of Books axp NoTioNs on
the school-book question were very good, but [ sup-
pose nothing more can be done in the matter. At the
County school meeting held this week, there were
several complaints made in regard to the binding of
the new Readers; the covers came off very soon on
account of imperfect glueing.

I sce that the Minister of Education has more rods
in pickle for us, in the shape of changes in Geogra-
pby, History, &c. I hope the arrangements will not
be so one-sided as in the Reader case. I do not know
how the public will receive the changes ; we poor
booksellers have to catch it anyhow.

The Ontario Booksellers’ Association wmight do
some good by united action, if they would take up the
question of the heavy duties we have to pay on every-
thing. The duties on books is especially hard, as we
publish next to nothing here, and on account of the
closeness of the Uuited States, we sell at publishers’
prices.

The Finance Minister did throw us a bone in the
shape of placing books published over seven years on
the Free List ; but the benefit is very small, as peo-
ple want the latest editions, and will not have old
ones, only in the case of very expensive works of re-
ference, &c.

New York, Marcn 7.—In the Stationery trade,
business is picking up considerably with many houses.
Larger and more numerous orders ave being received
than for some time past, and a feeling now prevails
that a good spring trade will be had. Lravellers in
general are sending in encouraging reporis. They !
say that orders are more easily taken, and that deal-
ers are cverywhere inclined to talk business. Of !
course there is yet a conservative feeling to be met !
with here and there, but not to the extent it was
a month ago. The demand for Noveltics in Easter
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“A DOUBLE LIFE”

By ALLAN PINKERTON.

No. 58 Price, 25 Cts.

B Retail
No. Price
1-—Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain (illustrated)......... 20
2—TUnder One 'lioof, by James Payn................. 20
3—Children of Nature, by the Earl of Desart. ........ 20
4—Edith Lyle, by Mrs. Mary J. Holmes.. .......... 20
6—Through by Daylight, by Oliver Optic........... 10
) 7—Workin;i{£or Wages, by Julie . Smith ........... 15
8- Forrest House, by Mary J. Holmes.... ... ... 20
9-—-The Undiscovered Country, by W. D. Howells.... 20
13 - Queenie Heatherton, by Mary J. Holmes...... ... 20
14—Lost for a Woman, by May Agnes Fleming....... 20
15—My Wayward Pardner, by Josiah Allen's Wife... 20

16—Professional Thieves and the Detective, by Allan
’ Pinkerton (Illustrated)...........civveiinnen. 20
17.—=The Black Robe, by Wilkie Collins.............. 20
- 18—A Wife's Tragedy, by May Aznes Flening........ 20
19—A Gentleman of Leisure, by Edgar Fawcett..... 15
25— A Chance Acquaintance, by W. D. Howells ... ... 20

26—>Mrs. Mayburn’s Lwins, by the author of ** Helen's
Babies ™ s ee et itee et ittt cve e 10
20—Under 2 Shadow, by Bertha M. Clay............. 20
27—Pride and Passion, by May Agnes Fleming........ 20

2%—The Detective and the Somnambalist, by Allan
Pinkerton..ooiueeriiiiinie tiiiiiinineennn. 20
30—Eve’s Daughters, by Marion Harland............ 25
31 —Infelice, by Augusta J. Evans Wilson............ 30
- 32—5t. Elmo, by Augusta J. Evans Wilson........... 30
33—Without a Home, by E. P, Roe ...... .......... 25
35—~Heart and Science, by Wilkie Collins............. 30
36—=Peck’s Bad Boy and His Pa, by Geo. W, Peck.... 15
57—Gabriel Conroy, Uy Bret Harte................... 20
38—Set in Diamonds, by Bertha M. Clay...... ...... 20
39—A Woman's Reason, by W. D. Howells.......... 20
' 30—His Sombre Rivals, by E. P, Roe ................ 25

41—~"The Grocery Man and Peck’s Bad Boy, by G. W,
) 15

42—The Lansdowne Premium Number. —Containing a

sketch of Lord Lansdowne’s Life, by J. E. Col-

lins ; and the Haunted Hotel, by Wilkie Collins

with which a handsome Lithograph of Lor

Laudsdowne (24 x 30 in) is given ......oo..... 25
43—The Vicar's Daughter, by George Macdonald.... 20
41—The Spy of the Rebellion, by Allan Pinkerton.... 25
45—Kate Danton, by May Agaes Fleming ............ 20
46—Bessie’s Fortune, by Mary J. Helmes............. 2%

47—Claude Melnotte and other Detective Stories, by
Allan Pinkerton. o ooieer civviininiinennnnnnn. 20
48--The Two Destinivs, by Wilkie Collins............ 20
19—The Earl’s Atoneinent, by Bertha M. Clay....... 20
50—A Young Girl’s Wooing, by E. . Ree ........ 25
. 51--An Earnest Trifler, by AMiss Sprague ...l 25
52--The Monks of ‘Thelema, by Besant & Rice ...... 20

LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE
Best Value Library in the Market,
ROSE PUBLISHING CO'Y,

TORONTO, ONT,




