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WHAT IS A COMMERCIAL
TRAVELLER ?

At the anitual srssion Ilf the i o lt Retail
Grocers' AIssoclatasoi. ield ,it C()ls, (..
Mh. john C. Femmiore, of Clumbus, Su-
premate Vot'ncillor. U'. C. T. of A., being then
present. an reiponse to a demand made on
him by the ass lage ta aner tlie tiues-
lion displayCl above. delivered the follonming
pithyv witty, ctmijrelctiive specl whicli
fortunatelv we are able to present to our read
crs an its entrcty. T1a. Fenimsrc s.ud The

spectarle about to be presented to you is that
of a young man. app.ircntl an hibs righit mind
and of amature age. attepiilbitag to clucadate
the proposition, ' Wlaat is a om('m:îiercial
Traveller?" to an audtfieaeompod <f

several iundred iiercliaii. A glate at
your deep furroncd l brows. coupled w%-lit a
knowledgc upon tle part of the speaker ihiat
those lines of anguill have ben placed there
by tle subject of his sketch, a realization of
the fact thaat the rapadly whitcnig locIk,
adorning a goodly numttber of your heads,
are the direct result of lis insidious attacks
upon yous. warnis tme that iy position is full
of perid, and imakes the didictielics of my
task appear to be abnlot masurmîouintable.
Were I to tell yoiu the whole truli. this audi-
ence wtould rise as one man to rend aie . if
1 prcvaricac, tie rcprescntitives of the press
are i waiting t t oncy hIlae mitellgence to
the two hundred thousand aiciibcrs of nic
pirofessii, ad .tinnh.ton % ail be iii doosais.

The common t mt poni onmiti lsse nh.. son
veys any coniiodity to .1 point niere thecre
is alrcady a vast oer cIplrodut fion I, hat. - lie
is carrying <.ials lti but tlat
would be ansaîid in this instant c. One wlho
would attmpt til furtisl a dcsr:ptsui of a
"drneiiinir ''t an .tulinLc tif rctasl grotca%
would more closely resebnlule ai mnuai <lu.l
who. liaving dIratn the capital pnze O lte
1.oisiana lotter, prot ctds to .îrgznamzc hamsi
self tnto sntli.,.ttc ic fl t purpse tif lunPl<i
iaturai ga- sin tht st% osf sndle. F.x

Vice-l'resident Colfax as, tipoi a icriatin
aion, tlitusiig tbt 'sly t of futiurc

punisimiieni ith ir. k-s ter. a ioted dl% tIle of
thie Unic al faili. The dix or tras insi
ing that hell was a inttl. 'T tits 'Mr. Colfax
replicd with a great deal of carneîtness
*Icrei ust bc a lhe!!, Vitstor ' I sa thilatarî
lceessity " It ?s along 1bih ane of arguiment
and thought. gviitleiien. tiat i shall attetipt
to lead yous up t a point wherc iOu will ai
lcast simiathize waili the exhratiaon. bear
tiiese light atlwtîson, for a season, wthen ne

apply it ti onier, aa traîlers The lerat
ing forces emplod an the iatnbuttan and
interchange of iiercliandi,e tr bc <a--
tied uider thrre head, naniel tle mar.in
facturcr or Jubber. ftie rcîtail ier liant, and

the tra, eitnig saleanian. Tlhe dutc, of cait
of these are vert dierent fron tie oltier-.
but the inîerests of ail are :denit.-ai. If
the trinity act concertedly upon t:s hypo-

tlicsis, the natural result will be pleasant
as ueilt as profitable commercial intercaourse
bctween themi. If the sordidity of tempera-
ment ai dpsa of cither of tlem blind
iliat ne to this principle of amutuality, the

partcular one aforc-mlîeniotied will, in the
dlte course If cvents, find that his amean.
less is costing himîî iioncy. and iakiaing his

oi n. as w ell as tc lives of thte otier (t%, a
burden, and laIter oan, when ie atteipts to
reabae upon tlie clause of the untîwritten
law of commercial equity. the other two will
shake thîcr licads and say ti hiathus tilt no

nceratam .rceit : You imake Ime tired."
i acthes a-s .1 & oinunuut% of mterests. Thle

manufacturer or jobber and the retailer
miglt bc teried a pair of Siaiese tfisis,
and the tr.tvcihnatg man the ligament shîich
tnite tliem. lie description of the twins
lia. been deulegated to mare cmpiîlietent
hards : amy mission is ta diagnose the liga-
tment. rite dulies of the salcsmîiai are min-
ibtertal, exectfive and clerical. lie is envoy
extraordiary and iiatister plenapotentiar
to about onie million of imceichants in the
United States. The simple fact of hi,; being
a dipîloaiat, possessing ability oitraiinking
that of lilaine or lavard will niot suflice. It
is only experted of the first tif thesc gentle-
men that lie will bc a republican, and of
the second. a deiocrat ; our fricnd is ex
perted ta be both of these. :ind a prohibi-
tionstf as nell. When loaded wsith the re
tjui-Ite touiptlment of politis, lie has upon
li% ciswctl shitldcrs the vombineti ncighit
.uried bs M1.Kmic>. %of Aio. M!ills -if

T exas. and Samt Sinall. of Georgia., through
sîte lait caipaign. When requested l do
sa iy a cistoner, lie is expe.ctd Io producc
fromt somie one of his nultitudinots pt kes
tle most approed recaipc for ctier ti all iof
Ithe cptdemics or I iontagious %aladtcs ti' lh
afflict huianity . while ii the deep recesses
of lias tciiory maust be stored :ll of the lai
est j>kcs and storics extant. In tht execu
tasc br.minit th f his anatmi, must be gar

serei .mî .bility tsi am.ike llatk lok thite,

the poiwer ti "lead fithe blhnd Iv swavs iley
knsows not . ta maîî.ke da.rk pl.taes light. and

t rooake-d patis straight bcforc them, and fo

CxIlan .Itai the most exasperalting imis
takes that are somnuetiaiics made ai the other
end tif the linc. lic iust be able o shon
you tiat ciglity s ents tartage uapon a single
barCl <of sgar nas not a covert aItempt

uponu thle part aif his housc to sel] yot a
dray. and Icare the proprictorship of the
samîîe vestcd in fle party of the tirst part.
bu, t philanthropit endeaivtur to assis iu
mi plat tng an unfortunate individuail wlomun
the Go.obd i.ord had oigwiall> intended for
a songrc*nan. but whioi lthe unrelentig
hani tif misfortiunc hati ueted fron hi-,
hIgli c-itale. dlown tsi drivnmg a carf, back-
agan uip to the imoutîfain if aftluence lie

must haie à heart of marble and a uili of
sicel. that lie ma% grapple with an incrnri
gible nmehanî.and like Jath of old.holding

him fast, cry, " I wîill not let thec go, unles%
an order thou bestow." Wien hc accon
plishes his purpose. and securcs your order,
lie sends i in to the house , in due lime youI
receive an invoice accompanied by a letter.
whici informns you tihat the goods you did
not want, but bouglht to fil out the ordcr.
have heei shppcd, and that the ones you
were out of hatl been cancelled. 'ou tire .t
lutter back ai ulhem, using nitro.glycerinc for
inîk. They call the ligament into the office,
read your letter to him, and say, " You write
in him, William, lie will bclicvc you." Then
:he ligament repairs to the " swearing.room,"

omposes his nerves, and procceds to infoni
you, that the house wanted to ship the gonds
in the first place, but the book-keeper wouildn't
let them. This last act of ignoniny which
has been heaped upon him is labelled " cler-
ical." Oh, iîy brethren ! when the imper.
ceptible veil which hides lime from eternity
shall have been drawn asundcr, and ail those
who have bccn colonized upon the other side
shalt stand in bold relief before us ; when
tle first great martyr, St. Stephien, shall
appear surroundcd by an innumerable com-
pany of victimizcd bookkcepcrs, let us hope,
ihat as the commercial travellers march by
in solid phalanx, tlhe words wafted to our
cars may not be fron the lips of tiese,
chantng in the language of Bill Nyc's latest
poeti. "Wlhcrc do yoiu en fron lere?" but
rathler may there be carnages awaiting us at
the station, with swift steeds, shod with pity
for our niany e:rrthly qualities ; and as the
clatter of their hoofs resoiuni ulpon the strccts
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