318

THE CANADA MEDICAL RECORD.

which children suffer while teething. If hard-
‘ness result from the cicatrization, it will facili-
fate the escape of the tooth instead of retarding
it; for every tyro knows that a cicatrix is ab-
sorbed under pressure more readily than normal
tissue. And as to the danger from hemorrhage,
fifty years of constant and abundani experience
in my own practice and observation of the
practice of others ﬂronnd me when the
operation was universal, have failed to bring
within my knowledge a \Oi" ary instance of
serions ]]QHIQ"I‘})J"L caused by laucing the cums.
Tpon the other hand. again and again have [
seep the infanr, when fretting and twitching
and sfarting as i on the brink of a convulsion,
full into a n«mqm} sleep immediately after the
process. More than once have I known the
<hilit close its jaws to press the lancet into the
itehing gums.  One child I remember who
would Tun 10 meet me as I entered the house,
and vpen its mouth to invite what experience
had tanght it would relieve its sufering. By
l‘\mmw the gums [ do not mean siit mg off the
prominence. nor yet making a crucial ineision.
These are superfinous, if not barbarous, proce-
Qures. It is suficient to scarify the swollen tis-
sue in one direction to relieve the tension and
remove a few drops of blood from the engorged
euelx —Dr. Honry Gidbons, in Pacific Med. and
Sura. Jour.

TREATMENT OF ALCOHOLISM.

Dr. F. P. Atkinzon (London Pracificaes)
writes asfwilows : )

Saome of the most distressing cases we, as
medical men. are cailed upon to attend are tbﬂ\
of alesholism, and it bas, umormnmexv, faller
to my lot during the Iast fe*': Tears te haw
several from Time 10 time under my charge
A good deal has been writien by different per-
sons with regard to trea tment. but I do not
think this ought ol (AE‘ael‘ one from paitiag on
record his own pers awez-m.m’h, sinee 1t i
anly v :zcuzmmﬁhon o* evidence that ;uope
conclusions can be arrived at.  As far 2s I can
see, there would appear w0 be three diiferent
siages in the disease, viz
S8, axmrz.pax ied by a ha
zmpwiie in

-4 guick

panied by a slow. some
ethne pulse : compleie
constant sickness. The

nIn
d
4
4R exe ess ive amount of hydre-

Qi )

3. Delirium, avcompanied by complete absence
of, ﬂ(‘\ei" :ma ihie presente of h@raib e apparitions,
eaperinily at nighr. The palse is small, quick.
asily excitable and compressible. The 'goed

ix deBcient In red eorpuscles. Hydrocarbons a
Present in POlsONGDS guantities; the bra i l.n-

the morning, and §

dergoes little or no repair. The vaso-motor
nerve influence is almost entirely lost.  The
treatment I have found beneficial in each stage
is the following:

First stage—Tre. rhel..cccoee.ooomin. x,
Tre. card. €0.yeveeeeeneeee. 3 88
Tree. hyoreysmi......... .- 3 &8
Acid. hydroeyanie. dil.,. min. iij,
Sp. chloroformi,......... -.min. v,
Aquam ad 3 i, quartis horis.

The prussic acid acts as a sedative to the sto-
nach, heart, and brain. The hyoscyamus has
also to a certain extent the same effect.
Abstinence from stimulants in this, as in the
other stages, is strietly enjoined, but when I
find it dtﬁucult to get this carried out, I allow a
olass of claret three times a day. Itisessential
that the patient gets plenty of light and easily
digestible fuod, and with this ob]ect T order es-
sence of Deef, milk and eggs beaten up together,
and barley water. This diet is suitable to each
stage  The only thing to be said is the more
the depre\sxon the mere the nourishment.
Seeond Stage.—The ireatment should be the
same as just deseribed, only it is as well to omit
the prussic acid, as thexe is not the same excite-
ment present.
Taird Stage—Chloral should be given in
thirty-grain doses every four hours, till sleep
comes on, and then repeated as often as necex

sary. The nourishment should be by no means
forgotten, and stimalants should be strietly for-
bidden.

If chloral is gone on with beyond a certain

time, a ~leeple<< condition recurs, when nux
vomica and geptian should be given as follows:
Tr. nucis vOmied,..oooceeveent venneoe.. minL X
Tr, 7entl €0 iiiiiiiairrenneieenenees 3 ss
Bes monis, oo veeeieceeaieniene. iDL
Sp. ehloroformi,....... min. X¥.

Aquam ad 3 1. ter quaterve die.

This rarely Tails fo reirduce sleep, but if pe!"
sted in long afier it has produced its effect

sl
sleeplessness returns. When this is the ca~o
the tincture of gentian, calumba or chiretia

shogld ke given alone,

THE BHOT BATH AS A RESTORATIVE.

There is one remedy whose emp;o; ment in

© medicine is almost as oid as iz the human race,
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bat which yet scems 1o usto have an important
use not generally practiced. We refer 1w the
bot hath. As sudorifies hot Laths are sufficient!x
m Togue, bu! their emplavment 5 restoratives
i3 RoL %0 zm;?er:ai;y recognised. .
The phenomena of dea th from cold show that
a lack of caloric in the body is no less paraly-
::mt of animal functions than is an excess of the
same force. Ertidently ths or:r‘am-m W8S GOl
stracted to run upon 2 cerwin plane of heat, au d



