
0ON SIR DAVID BREWSTER' 9 SUPPOSED

'lcone of raye variously inclinied fromn 859 to 0OQ to the sur-face of
«the retina. \Vhiie the point is distinctly seen, intercept ail these
diffei ent rays in succession, and it will be found that each ray gives
vision in the same direction, the visible point retaining its position.
1lence it follows, thait on the part of thé retina in the axis of vision,

"ail rays, howcver obliquely incident, give the saine visible direction
perpendicular to the surface of the membrane." Now, 1 admit

thnt a 'Very imteresting fact ini vision is hiere proved : and l.et Sir
David Brewster have the credit of having establishied it. But what
is the fact provedP It is, that ail raye failing upon the part of the
retina which lies lu the axis of vision, give rise to the saine subjective
affections, whiatever bc the inclination at whîch they impinge uipon
the retina. Nothing eisc than this is mnade out. Sir David
Brewster indeed thinkis, that, because the visible point retains its
position while the different rays in succession are intercepted, we are
warranted in aifflrming that " each ray gives vi-ible position in the
aime direction." But wliat is nieant by the visible point retaining
its p)osition? P There does not exist any visible point, or image, to
which position in absolute space, spart from the mind, can be ascribed.
When a visible point, therefore, 18 said (popuhmriv) to retain its posi-
tion, the idea really intended to be conveyed, miust be, that no
"pî>reciablc aiteration is experienced in the subjective affections of
which we are conscious. If we refer (as we are under no necessity
of doing) our subjective affections to a reniote stimulus, it is of
course to be expected, that, while no appreciable change takies place
in the subjective affections, no wavering or variation shahl cceur in
the estimate which time niind formns of the direction of the stimulus.
But the circumstance of "the visible point retaining its position"
indicates nothingy whatever iegarding such reference, whether deter-
miincte or variable. A visible point is a subjective phienomenon. A
change in its position is a change occurring in a subjective sphere.
The absence of any change lu its position is the absence of (appre.
ciable) change, in a certain respect, in our subjective affections. The
experixnent described merely shews, therefore, that ail raye falling
upon the part of the retina in the axis of vision give rise to the sanie
subjective affections; and hence it lias no weight in demonstrating
the Iaw iii support of which it is adduced.

But besides failiug to observe that the circumstance of the
visible point retaining its position 'while time different rays in succes-
sion are iutercepted, ainounts to no more than this, that rays incident
apon the sanie part of the retina at différent obliquities give riBe to
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