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to give intoent ta bis scenes or personu. Ris sine are incidents in
bis dialogue, aes they are in ci-en a good man'à lifo ; but the keen onse0l5
of moral obligation very ruiroly deserts Skspr-eadnover for
sny great leîîgth afifinie.

As the serious drame. affict Greeke was cbiefly dr-awn fraru mythe.
logieal or haroio tinies sa that ai tho, Engliah, was mainly drawn
front histarical mnater-lais ; irain Roman anid Italian, Spanish aud
French, and in Shakospoaro'tt bands cspeeially fromn English histery.
The faste for Roman subjects, was set b those fouriders ai tlic r-eqular
dr-ani, whose wor-ks have beon eclilpsed by thoc noonday blsze ot anae
great naine -- and who woro almost ail Oxford or Cambridge mon.
A revival ci tlint faste was attempted ia Z.ddisson's Chla ias a protest
agamnsi the CJharles II or French scbool of tragedy; ani more r-ccently,
ia our awn dal, it bas bird its triumplis in ci Virginius " anid IlSpar-
tacus." But te the groatest ai our draniatists is duo ou:ý groatest
dbt, for putting aur own history bodily bofore us an the atage. lNa
gives us bath the logendary and the middle age periods of British
story in scories and speecbes whîcb can noyer die. To thoc logendary
period, I ansiga Cyrabelino, Lear and Macbeth;i ta the historie poriod,
- "the chronicle plays," which, extend fr-ont king John ta king
Honry VIII,-but espocially, the uribrolcen series ai kingly dramas
front Richard Il te bis next namosake,-a perind oi a hundrcd years.
No one who bas not gono over flic or-iginals; wbich Shakespeare se
closcly capied, eau imagine how carefully that great geamua Io
imagination ail compact" as hoe was, studied bis details. Na'thing
escapes bis observation; ho seizos upon }lotspur's lirnping gait, tho
second Richard's r-uddy complexion, Glcndowe' bein ghosts and
an>' other apparent trille, which eau give for-i and reality to bis i-
personations. It was but a just tribute paid by aur greatest or-ator ta
aur greatest dramatist, when Lord Chathamn coîifessed ta bavé loarned
the histai-y af England frein the pages ui Shakespear-es plays. And
in s0 learauig hoe ucquired niuch mare,-bie was in the ver>' beat pas-
sible schoal for tho oratory af aur language: for 1 have long theugbht
that a niost excellent text-book of Englisb Oratary could ho compi ,ed
fr-ar these dramas undler the titie of "6Shakesp)care's Speeches."
The Kings, Courtiers, Chaneellors, Coaspirators and Dornagogues
of Shakespeare's munie world, are studios as viorthy ai ever>' states-
man's leisure, as thoir speeches are ai ovory aratar's careful exauxination,
and analysis. [t xnay seetn a str-ange recommendation, ta, send any
ane toaialaywrih for palitical isidoni; but Iefel tat 1am qniteifree
fr-ar cxaggeration whea 1 declare, that I knew ne Eagtish book
which, coatains sa, many admirable observations on govertimeit, anc1
governors, as the serions drama ai Shakespeare. I have no desire to
exalt the Theatre as it was thon, or at any tfrne te an undue place
arnong thre teaching and for-mative influenîces, ai national oharacter:
but it is only fair ta roerebor, what thint influence appar-eatly was as
tr-acedl on the cavalier char-acter ai Englaad, ironi Sidney to Falkland.~
.&nd gs the restoration neither restorod it, nor gave a sequel ta the
grand aid serions drama ai England, the loss in another generation
beg veqitell seasib>' an the national character. 1 tbink thero eau

bc erylitledoubt on amy observer's mind that the Engliali character
ofithe first balfaofthe 17th. century was far nobler ia evor>' ira> than
that ai tho second bauf ai tho saine century, anrd the first hialf af the
neit one.

The play-bouses whicb the Puritans alînt up, by net ai Parliament
ia 1647, "las schools ai séduction and chapels ai the Dcvil,
remamned closed for thirteen years. The>' woro in the interoi- very
primitive concerne;- the boxes or galleries on>' ivere cavcred in; the
pit was open aver lread; thec shiffing scene had net been iavented;-
Ilthe winga" only enabling the persans ai the draina ta go on or
off, and the centre ai thre stage rernaining always open. The performa-
ances were ail by dayl. ght, and the fernate parts 'rere per-iorîed by
beys, sa long as their voices preservcd the nocessar>' tonot. It 'ras
oui>' nuder Sir William Davenaut's patent, after the restoration, that
the Italian nids ai shiftiag scenery and characteristie costume 'rere
introdueed. 1 believe the union aof a regular orchestra with the stage

rr- dates froin the sanie reiga as does the invention ai the lin
thunâerbolt, by Taim D' Urfe>', whose one tragedy, in which the thunder
wua ta play' a part, 'ras daainod, while the scarcely more lond-aourid-
in; mechanical contrivance af the auther was, as ho thougbt, un-
fair>' tr-nnsfcrred ta the more pepular toxts ai Dryden and Nat. Loe.

Sir Walter Scott with thut 'rise considerateness ia the bestowal ai
pr-aise and blaine wbich distinguisbes hlm, speaka la the introduction
ta one ai the cantos ai Jfamatwn ai the literature ai the restaration
cru with the bitter-nets it wrell deserves, as the foeed-plrint afi a
rlbaid king and court," but of John Dryden's principal share ln its
production, as a subject for regret andi sypathy, rather thau for
censure. Re coacieves flint Dryden if left ta hirnself wauld bave
revived for bis awn, and for ail timne, the tender and noble legends ai
the .Arthurian ramaucc--

IlAnd Dryden in prophotio strata
Ilad i ascd tho Table Pound, again,
But that a ribald king andi meurt
Blade lia tol an tu make thorn eporýt."

I hope it will nat scola an npardanabie presuxuptian on tny purtt
ifi s ay, that I canat subscribo ta this ,judgnioîît ai Dryden's rela-
tion ta aur- Dr-amatie peotr>', anîd aur litorature gonerailt>'. Evor->
allowanie iado for tho wi Id unbridled reaction, wlîîch hdset in
against tic Pur-itan reginic, il does net seeni te rme, that Drydern 'as
inevitably compelled Ilta toil oni," for tho Philistines ai the court ai
Charles Il. Well-born, 'roli coanected, and weli educated, hie 'ras net
yet tirty, whea the Restor-ation took place, and eight yoars Jater ho
bcaino", a Laurcat bod.'

IfWlthb is but af sherry
Ta mako hlma merr-y
Who ivould net bu a Laureat bolda"

Duririgtho thirty-fiveyoarshe wr-ote, willinglycenough, for the stage,
hoe pr-oduced twenty-seven Drainas, wholly or rn rnast part bis own; audj
twenty-soen worbe warks nover porhaps disgraced an>' litorature. la
ail, tragic or coijý, there are constant gleanîs ai genius, 'rithout
which, ho eeuld net write ; but la the subjects themselves, ho scins ta
have beon s a living critic tui> says, iu search afI" whatevor is
urîhol>', unlevol>', or oi bad report." He laya his scone, ia Pagati
and outlaîîdish cms and times, where auoh things, mn>' aceru moer-
cerigruans: ho is fond ai Moorîab and Indian subjects and specta-
clos; bis noir-est land la Europe la gencraliy Spain. It is usnal ta sa>'
ai a r-ejectod plav, tliat it is Ildamned," and cc rtainly ai Dryden's
tweaty-sevon, it would ho bard ta firid onie, that doseryod ta ho saved.
Fortunatel>' .ne one naw, thinks ai hiax as a Dramatist; as the ring-
leader ai the unelean grorip-Wycherley, Vanbrugh, Congrevo, and
I iai sorry ta add Otv.ay and Farquhar, who departed mare and
more, fr-arn the reiga ai Charles Il. ta that ai George Il. fr-arn thme
ber-oic standards of the aIder Draina, wbile tho>' exaggeratedthe wrst
abuses af the g cales of Bea Jonson and Fletcher.

Whîle this deluge ai corruption 'ras sweepiag aver the malads ari
home;, and dail>' lives, ai tho mon and waaioa ai England, twra
reformers arase, whe acemplisbed a literary rovolutiori, almoat
coincident la turne, with. the pelitical, one, ai 1688. la the second lurt
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