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Dictatiori was one of the methods to
which 1 had recourse, but they w~rote
so miserably and slowly, that this
consumed a great portion of valuable
tinie. Observing that tliey were ig-
nîorant of the signification of rnany
words of constant use and recurrence,
1 made a selection, and set thein to
write down, iii littie copy-books,
ivords ,,vlicli wvere iii most frequent
Use; but 1 'vas obliged to r'ack miy
brain for newv and brief definitions
wlîich they could understand, and to
make theni transcribe thiese. Arith-
m2?tic was another branch of know-
ledge whicli required many a wveary
hour. Geography was considered a
inatter of recreation after dinner ; and
they pored over the maps wvith a feel-
ing, of delighit and amusement, which
,%as quite new to tliein. 1 also gave
thein some notions of the sphiere, and
of the form and motion of the earth,
of the seasons and the climates, and
of the heavenly bodies. iEverything
of this sort wvas pcrfectly novel to
theni; and even the first elernentary
books were as uniîîtelligible as the
most abstruse treatise on mathcmnatics.
I was consequentIy forced to use the
simplest and plainest modes of denion-
stration ; but these amused and in-
structed thcm at the same time.-
Proceeding from one step to another,
I pointed out the situation of differ-
ent countries on the chart of the
world, and iii separate rnaps, and took
pains to give sonie slîghit idea, as we
%vent on, of' the characteristics, reli-
gion, customs, and Iiistory of' each
nation. These detaits fixed topics of
moment in thieir recoliection. Up
to this time I had been astonishied by
the little interest tlîey took, christian-
minded as they were, in the subject
of Christian missions ; but, when they
began to have some idea of Geo-
graphy, I discovered that their formner
ignorance of this science, and of' the
very existence of many foreign nations
in distant quarters of the globe, wvas
the cause of such indifferencc. For,

as soon as they began to learn wvho
the people are wlio require to have
the Gospel preached to thein, and in
what part of the globe they dwell,
they felt 'the sainîe coneerii for the
circulation of the Gospel that othier
Chrîstians entertai ned. These niew
acquireinents, ini fact, efflarged their
spirit, nmade new creatures of thein,
and seenied to triple thieir veî*y e.xis-
tence. Geonmetry and mnusie closedl
the course."

Tîte unremitting labours of 'Nefi
destroyed his health; and lie wvas at
length obliged to quit the inclernent
district in wlîiclî lie lîad aceoniplislied
soimueh goo<l. H-e retir-edto Geneva,
whience, after a lufe of toil and labour
iii the best of' causes, and a ininistrýy
very suecessful iii winning souls to
Christ, he ascended to the niansions
of eternal repose.

It was the anxiety of this truly
evangelical Minister, to build up the
Christian on a foundation where self-
dependence, vain-glory, and imagin-
ary menit were to have no place what-
ever; and yet every act of his iniis-
try proved that lie set a just value
on knowledge and attainiments. It
was his labour of love to show, that
whenever any addition is made to our
stock of knowledge, we flot only gain
somnethinig in the way of enjoynient,
but are laying up a store for the ini-
provernent of our moral and religious
feelings, and of our genieral habits of
induistry. Thei spiritual advan cernent
of his Hock was the great end ancd
objeet of ail his touls; but no mian
ever took a %warrner interest iii the
temporal comdontsof those about him;
and this lie evinced by instructing
theni in the management of their
fields and gardens, in the construc-
tion of their cGttages, and in ernplov.
ing ail bis own acquirements in phi.
losophy and science for the aineliora.
tion of their condition. Hle 50 con-
descended to things of' low es&tce as
to become a teacher of the alphabet,
not only to ignorant infancy, but to


