
mimes on Its roll as Johin Wlliams,
3forrison, Moffat, Livingstone, Bils,
ltulIeas, Gilmour-not te speak of liv-
ing mon-and 'with by f ar the largest
total number of adherents anîong all
missionary societies; it deserves to lie
honoirOd, indeed. Aithougli thc society
is by its constitution undenominational,
it is practicalIy supported aImost ex-
elusivciy by ono section of Engiish
Nonconformiity-tlie Congregationallst.
Relatively to numbers, influence, and
wcalth, they put us Chiurclimen te
shaine. WC çish the Society very
beartiIy God-speed in Its alniost world.
wide work."

-The first rnissionary party was sent
osut by the London Society,' August
loth, 1796. bound for Tahiti, and con-
5!sted of 30 persons. A ",miscellane-
ous solectionl" truly, for oaly 4 of the
30 were ministers, 6 were carpenters,
2 slioemnakers, 2 bricklayers, 2 tailors,
2smiths, 2 wcavers, a hatter. a shop-

i'teper, cotton manufacturer, cabinet-
makt-r, draper, harness-rakcr, tia-
workcr, cooper, and butclier. Oniy 6
were married, and there werc 3 chli
dien.

-The Churcli :,iciety gives these
I uinificnt figures tu>~r forth tho

growth o! sevea years: Thon 247 or-
dçined missionarie:s, now 344 ; thien 40
laymien, now 82 ; tlhca 22 women, now
là3 Total: thon 309, now 619. Thiat
[-, the whole staff lias doublod since
1M,7. Besides that, there wero thon
1 honorary missiona2ries, flew 70, self-
supporting, and 80 supported by special,
contributions Mlon particular mnis-
fions are viewed, the retrispect Is even
more striking. Thus West .Africa had
then 11, now 43 ; East Africa, tien 26,
taw 53; Ilolînnmedan lands, Egypt,
Palestine, and Persia, thon 17, now
e3, Indis, thon 133, now 222 ; China,
theoi 17. now 63 ; Japan, thon 14, now

-This, the largest society ila tlio
world, is nothing if nlot evangelical,
and f uIIy dctermined to defcad against
exery e its sacrcd rIglits undor the
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Gospel. And hence we are not sur-
priscd to leora that the «'E xecutivo
Commnittee lias publislied a inemoran-
dum recognlziug the firee riglit of lay-
men to engage ini evang-elistie workc
aimong the lieathen, the instruction of
Christians in Bible classes and tho like,
and school work, inedicai work, and
literary work of varlous kinds, sucli as
is generally recognlzed as within the
province of Isymen, without first seur-
ing formai, episcopal authorization.
Thoe are, however, other functions for
the exercise of which it would ho prop-
or te bave a specl arrangement «vith
the bishop of the diocese. They arc.
tho habituai conduct of public worshlp
lin settled congregations 'where there is
no resident ordained pastor, and preacli-
ing to sucli congregations, and the min-
isteringc from time to timu by Europoans,
on the invitation of the ministers, to
congi-egations liaving ordained minis-
ters In charge. While the comnîittee is
willing to arrange with the bishops
concerning these matters, it distinctly
stipulates tliat it i no senso surrendors,
' the inherent right and duty of Chris-
tian mon to use ail and every means
of winning souls te Christ.' It con-
ceives that ' in the mission field no legal
disqualification exists to prevent iay-
men from perforîning even the officiai
functions above referrcd to wlthout
ep%;,copal authorization.' Nothing i
the memorandum is to ho interpreted
as lnfringing upon the reasonable lih-

erty of the society's iay Mnissionaries, to
do so, cither in cases of cmergoncy or
even in ordlnary cases, in the carlIer
stages of missionary work.' "

The Continent. -Hungary Is rejole-
ing over great, advances made toward
religlous frecdorm. Within two years,
under the lead of Premier Weker]e,
tbreo bis have beconie ]aws whlch os-
tablisli civil marriage, regulato tho re-
ligion of the offspring of mixcd mar-
niages, and provido for tho civil regis-
tration of birtlis, rnarriages, and doaths.
And ftlooks as thougli the Emperor
'wouid find no rest until ho giveq hîs
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