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tion. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson followed soon after. This general f avor te
the Laos Mission contintied, until Mardi, 1869, when the kin:g, stirrcd Up
doubtless by the Buddhist priesthood, Nvlîo represented tliat a certain
famine which Laos hiad suffered hiad probably beeî dlue te the influence of
thec inissionaries, requested of the Ring of Siam, that the United States
Consul should be coînpelled te issue an order vithidrawing the mnissionamies
from thec Laos country. 11ev. Mr. MeDonald. wvho hiappeued te bc acting
as United States Consul, made the reply that "'A famine wvhich occurred in
1866 could net have been causcd by a inissionary Nv1îo arrivcd a year later,
and that during the yeam 1868-69, wvhile they st.;11 remained ini the Laos
country, accounts wcre receivcd of an abuindant liarvest. " The withdrawal
of the missionamies was rcspectfally declincd by the Consul, and thc Siam-
e MNinistor of the Initerior at Banglkok repmesented to thc Laos king tint

hoe entirely acquîesced in tijis decision. Tic purpose of tic Laos king
being thus thwarted, made itself felt, liowevcr, upon tic native Ghis-
tians, and on September 12th, 1869, two couverts were seized alla barbar-
ously put te death. Othier chiurcli-members soug,,it safety in fliglit. The
next year, hewever, this king died, and the Laos Christians frcm tint day
h)ave hadl Test from perseutien, and have been admitted te greater privi-
loges than ever.

Tho Laos field is now consîdercd one of thc most promising, tic
twenty-eighit yeams age it secined one of the most difficuit, owing te, the
above-rnentioncd bitter perse:zcution. The favorable reaction asstrong'.
Martyr's blood in tiat distant region, as clsewlicre, pmovcd to be thc seed
of the Chiurch. Compared with tic people cf Sianm, cspecially at B3ang-
kolc, tThe inhabitants of Laos are more simple and confiding. They bave
the great advantage cf beingr sufliciently remiovcd frein tiose corapting
influences of fomeign contact whichi iii ail lands hiave pmoved so detriînental
to the higliest xnissionamy success. Medical wvemk lias lîad a mnost salutary
influence in lvinning, the confidence of the people ; and aitho a former
k-ing wvas a persecutor, the princes o>f Laos iii recent years have lield a
friendly attitude toivard the issions, and there lias been as great freedi
in thc proclamation cf the Gospel lu cvery part of tliat country as iii tie
territories cf the United States.

TAc TlLralldomn of Sue~iin-nspite cf thec daims cf Buddhistic
philosophy, the superstitions cf the p)eple are vîrtually cf the simplcst
character. 'Mendicant Iuddhist pmiests appear everywhere Nvith thecir
bewls, and %vi-tcver altonBuddhismn is supposed to, seoure is pur-
chastd by gifts cf rie te tic-se priestly beggars. Aniytliiîg like grace or
Divine help in auy forai is unknown te thc systein ; menit making is its
one universal reliauce. With tic priestiood mient is gaiucd by observ-
ance of tic many and soinetimes exacting mules cf a self-centered nmonastie
life. 'With tic masses cf tic laity man's chief dluty consists iii feeding
tic pricsts. But pmactically timeme is iwitlî the people, alla semnetimes witli
tic monks themselves, a chief reliance ipoix thc superstitions worship) or
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