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a sudden alortuess and a steady voico, ho
aaid :

“Don’t move, please, Me. Carruthers, I want
to try an experiment with you. Don't movea
muscle.”

“All right, Major,” repli:d the subal.
tern, without oven turning his eycs. “Hadn't
the least idea of moving, T nssuro you. What's
the game?”

By thia time all the others were listening in
a lazy expectant way.

“Do you think #’ continued the Mujor, and
his voice just trembling a Jittle, * do you think

_you can keep abiolutely still tor two minutea
to save your hife?”

“Aro you joking ?”

“Qn the coutrary, move a muscle and
you arc & dead man. Can you stand tho
strain 1"’

The subaltern barely whispered; “Yes,” and
his faca paled slightly,

“Burke,” said the mejor, addressing an offic-
or across the table, “*pour some of that milk in
o saucer, and set it on the floor here just back
of me. Gently, man! Quick!”

Not a word was spoken as the otlicer quickly
filled the saucer,walked wi:h it carefully around
the table, and put it down where the mujor had
indicated on the floor.

Like a marble statue sat the young subaltern
in his white linen clothes, while a cobradi cap-
ella, which had been crawling up the leg of bia
trousers, slowly raised his head, then turnad,
desceaded to the floor, and glided towards th,
milk.

Suddenly the silence was broken by the re-
port of the major’s revolver, ind the snake lay
dead upon she floor.

“Thank you, Major,” said the subaltern, as
the two men shook hands warmly. “‘You have
saved my life.”

“You'zo welcome, my boy,” replied the sen.

ior. “But you did your share."-— Youths' Com.
panion.
—————

He Took Everything.

THE FARY, THE RORSE3, THZ LITTLE BOYS, AND
THE W1DOW,

The old saying that the Garman farmer piles
up greenbacks where the American sets out for
the poorhyuse is strikingly illustratz:d in Kan-
kakee county. Fritz Lach. aunwkward youth,
truiged into the country asking the price of
twenty acres of laod. Young El. Banch having
inherited o hundred acre farm, laughed at the
little German :—

“Tweaty.acrefarm ! Thit woulda’t support
a"hen aud her chickens.”

‘“So?"

From Mr. Bunch he bought 20 acces anda
smill dwelling. Tnen he rollel up his slseves,

_ Deiving to towa daily behind a spaa of bays,
‘Mr. Buoch saw Fritz weeding tha varden, cni-
ting thistles, hoecing corn.  Whaich the better
farmer? Thne German's land yield:d more an
acre, his bows give mare milk, his hens laid

#more eggs. More money was made from the
20 acres than from thed). Pretty Mra. Buuch,
glaacing at the Germaa’s well.filled pocket-
book, said to him:—

¢ You should marry 2"

&,' “No one not have me,”

e -

““ Some li.tle Dutch girl might.”

“So ¥

Yeurs rolled on.  Fritz worked 8o 1ate in the
field that he milked the ¢ows ufter dack,, He
wore his old blue coat uatil Bill Todd offered
to give a dollar toward buying him a new one,
just for the appearance of the neighbarhood.
Mr. Bunch rode to town behind the span of
bays He now bocrowed money Hrom Fritz,
mortgaging tho farm and stock. Mr. Buoch
died, the debts unpaid.  The proparty, havieg
for years decreased in value, mmst be sold,
leaving little for the widow and her two boys,
aged ten and twelve.  Frivz said to her :—

* Dev leetlo boys could drive oop der cows
uod dig 'tuters. Let dem livo mid me.”

She consented, and the boys, foud of Fritz,
threw up theic hats anl turned sumersaults on
the grass, A thunderstorm in July drove Fritz
fyom haying to the Bunch farm house. The
widow, fearing the lightning, was glad to see
him, giving him tho best plush chair in the par.
lor, tihing and lignting hispip:.  Asthe smoke
curted up over his head he said :--

¢ Dear farm vhas mine

“Yes, Fritz.”

¢ Der span of bays vhas mine™

“Yes, Fritg”

¢« Der leetle boys vhas ming ?”

¢ Yes, Frite.”

¢} no likes to leave noddings.
vidder mine *”

She looked through a window at the rainbow
arching the retreatiog storm cloud, and she
answered in u low voice :—

* Yes, Fritz."

At three o'tlock yesterday afternoon they
drove to a parsonage behind the span of bays—:
Chicage IHerald.
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Canadian Railways.

Vhas der

In an article on ¢ Railway Construction in
Canada in 1891,” the Ruilicay Age says:

During the last year u considerable amount
of railway Lailding in the aggregato was car-
ried on in the Domivion of Canada, althoughin
a country of such vast extent and with sosmalt
a railway mileage in comparison to area thead:
dicion of & fow hundred miles each year scatter.
ed through the ditferent proviuces makes very
littlo show on the map.  During the lust year
the two great comnpanies which control ueariy
three-quarters of the entire railway mileage of
Canada, the Graod Truek and Canadian Pacific
Al comparatively little building—the former
practicallynoucaad thelatter little incom parison
with the work of some previous years, and yet
our returas already show about 610 mules of
new track, built for 27 different lines, whichag-
gregates a3 follows :

Linca. 3Miles.

373 £ O veeses 9 119.75
Quebee oveiiaiiine vs 4 RX]
Mamtsby .o .eel 2 138
Nurthwest Territory . 2 151
British Columbia ...... . 4 '3
New BrunswicK..eviecea coscsacesccen, 2 20.75
WOvA SCOD coviveieaneiioisesnannnacasn $ 17

Total ....... trteanire seaeenens 27 505.50

It is very difficult to obtaia informatior io

_regard to some of the new railway enterprises

in Canada, either from their officers or from gov-
erament officials, and it is probablo that our rec-

ords miy not be entirely completo or frec from
orrors, though they are chictly based on 0fF :al
returns to this oflice.

June 30, 1599, the railway mileago of Cana.
da, by the govermaentreport, was 13,356 miles,
ond we estimated that thia had been incressed,
includivg the nearly 600 miles of last year, to
about 14.250 miles A considerable number of
lines are under way ami many more have been
proj=cted, and as the Dominion and Proviccirl
goveroments  have adopted a very liberal
policy in respect to rubsidies it may be expost-
cd that the work of providing the vast domain
of that country with railway facilities, better
proportioned to its area, will bo pushed with
some vigor.
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Genceral Notes.

“Here's the latest thing out,” said the
groceryman, “‘a parachute goes with cach
kerosene can.”--Judge.

The shoemaker sharpened b's hate,
For he and his wife were ay kattite,
And he s4fd, “Now at klust
All boands you have Kpasee 1!
Say yourprasersanyg bid farowell o hitte v

-New York Herald

The pay sheets of tho westein division of
the C.D.R. employecs aggregate a very hand-
some sum. The monthly paymwnts amosuat to
about §209,000, making a total for the year of
nearly $2,500,000.

First Deammer to Farmer. <= am represent-
ing the Thunderbolt Riin-Producing compsuy.
Our showers last two hours twenty minutes and
we make a sample shower free of charge.

Second Drummer—Lot me take your order
sir,for the Aquarius Ar:ificial Rain Making com-
pany.  Our rain is superior to snythivg iu the
markat, and we give asilk umbrelia and a pair
of rubbers with every shower. —~Masvy's Ilus
trated, .

The hiarveat has bren “tore  away,
The theashin’s alimost donae,

And now the ura~yer's startin” In
T hiave his day ot fun,

e first takes in ¢ e country ‘air,
Then huskin® beeys and sich,

And aith slogin® schools and dances
Hie winter sport i3 rich,

Licut. Schwatka confirms what recent ex.
plorers have said concerning Alaska. The
country is a broken one and the rivers are prac-
feally unnavigable,  Ataska can oaly be open.
ed up by railroads. It contaius some magnifi-
cent foreat and the s0il uppears to be well filled
with minerals. It may be a great country for
mining, aud, if o, its development by ratlweys
is sure to come sooacr or later.

It is related of the Farl and Conntess of
Aberdecn that when they first visited America
several years ago, they had a funny experlenco
with a folding bed in a Chicago hotel. It wus
the first contrivance of the kind they had ever
scou, sad a servant explained its mysterics to
the countess. Daring the night, however,
their bell in the office rang a lonyg call for
assistance, and 3 chamber miid who was
dispatched to thw suite of rooms occupied by
the lordly pair, found the uoble earl clad in a
hastily dovned dressing gown, frautically en.
deavoring to oxiricate the fair couutess froim
the jws of the bed, which had clused on her
uacxpectedly. Tho earl regacded the episodo
as a good joko.



