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conra " e(l at aIl. Now in opposition, to sonie
iilatill obJections that have been made to
prayer ireoctin gs by mon of timdoubte(l picty,
we are bold to niainitaine that the %vant o1, thent
ie indicative of a very liv state of' religion in
any congrogation. WVc %votld just obse-ve
that, religion whicli is dosiwno)d to transflormn
mans moral nature, voL ]caves hirn as it »i'ud
ii in regrard to the permameni. and original
priaciples of' blis constitution. Ileaco, hie is a
social creaturo, wvhether lie ho regeneratod or
titregonoratced. Yca, cethe liadness ani [ove of
God our Saviour have an assimiilat;ingr influence
on christians, and lieace, soiilfiness is suhduodl
iii thoem, and] tho bonevolent aiffections are fos-
toron, wluile they are -also reguilatedl and direct-
cd 1.0 propor objects. Chîstians wviil thus of all
othor mou ho social. And as ol)portunitioe are
afforded they will tneet together for ntual,
couasel, entouiragt,,ement anti coinfort, for de-
liberating, on tho interests or' the k-iingdorn of
God, nnd for prayer for its advatncerna. And],
inasmucli as that prayer hiolds suchi an impor-
tant place in the c1ass of ineans for te ad-
vancoment of' that hzillgdoii, and titat, a special
promise is givenl to te I)rayet's of twvo or thire
inet togoethor-christians %vil1 doicit in mooet-
iags for prayer. lleiice, wvo iay be iveIl as-
sured that any ccilesiastical arrangementwhvicil
limite the opportunities of a pe00pl1 for mneeting
for 1)rayor, to te public assembly of the Lord's
day, in wvbich pastoral iaestructioa is the princi-
pal exorcise is in a soase att unnatural, as it
is au unscriptural arrantgemtent. And, that any
peopl)1 living in the neigrltborliood of ecalloter,
%vlho yet converse not on flite al important con-
cerne of salvation, and mecet not to pray for
eacht otîter, and for tîte wholo clturcli of tîte
Rodeemned, and for a wvorld porishing ia sin, cx-
ce1,t on te Lorei*s da.y; if it eau bo said titat
sucît )et'5otts do0 thon lacet flor those object-
linov litIle of the nature and poweor of cbris-
liaaity. Is flot thc social nature of mari con-
etantly cxltibiting itseîf in connexiont with. hic
worldly pujrsuits, as lui meetings and societies
for political, litcrary, commercial, and convivial
objects? Anti are te social tendencies to be
cramped and rostraincd Miîen tmon pass froni
tite %vorld to te church? Tue wvant thon of
social moetings for prayer for tîte advaîtcement
or' the hingdom11 or Ille Rcetnr, arng a

pepelivitng in each others tîcighiborhood im-
plies, as W, 0 firmily be4ieve, te want of a spirit
of' prayor ainoitgst tîtat people1. Ami as stîch
ticotne are vory unfroquent in our cong«rega-
ions, ive infoer frota this, as fromn othor conlsid-

erations, theo nced of a revival of the power of
christianity in tîtota.

111. 'ie. p>'cvalcnce of (t lutkcwarin aitd
ivorldly spir t angst fic miubers of ou?-
chuirci I)roclainis the noe(l of a revival. Somo
coninteattitors htave supposeil titat te stato or
te sovoni Asiatic cîturcites, as these htave been

doscrihod ia thte messages sentL to thtom by the
Lord Jestis ltimseîf, througli the apostie John,
wvas intondod to rep)resent tc condition of the
univorsal churcli it varions sutccessive ags.-
Titis le unidotbtedly fanciful. Yct iL miuet be
admittod t.hat te iast mientioned of titose
churehes bore a citaractor eudti as titat witich
te clturcli lu tItis late agre of lier existence ex-

tensively i)osesses. Great portions oveti of lte
Protestant Chiurcit, are Laiodiccani-likeo Itikie-
ivarnm, and i)rotld of titeir smtpposed oxceliencies
anîd privilegoes. Panl's description of "lperilous

imies in- te last days«"e is more certaialy pro-
pitetie. And iL is probable, that those days are
noiv noar at baud-lt' xlîey htave not alrcady
corne. Nov iL would argue grreat bliiîdnes or
presuniption ia us to look for te evils wvhicb
the apostle tîtore enuioiratos, within any one
portiotiof tîte visible churcît. îNot even sho,
wvho is stvled ltho utotîtor of the abominations
of the eat' Itas inaiterself oxclusively aIl tue
vicos wvlicli are to, prevail " in the lasýt days.*"
As %'e value te churcli, %'ith whici wve are
conîîected, for the extent of thie reformation
wvbich lias passcd upoi liter, we sitould be con-
cernoed to have lier dlolivered from those vices.
Anti is it not too characteristie of lis, tîtat wve
I)Ossess, yea anîd glory Ii 4"the fori of' grodi-
nes7,' wvbde yet ive deny ithe pow'er of it.-
Wlîo so ready as wve to b)oa.-t of Ilte copionîs-
noe aîtd ortlîodoxy of our confession andI cate-
chisrne, of the simplicity anti scrip)tturalutess of
our modes of worsliip, and te general decency
of our people ? Yet alas! withi priviiogos con-
fessedly groat, and an exterior higlîly promis-
ing, howv ltile of' te power and beauty of,
cltristianity dIo we exhibit! Witb very mnany
amo-ngst us, faiLli in the Son of God scern in-
capable of regenerating the coul to a life of
lioliîtess'-amd te doctrinte of tue cross, it miglit
bo tîîoughte liad no power to destroy la those
%vlio receive iL, the love of sin, andi to captivate
theai to tîte obedience and service of Christ.

lI the passage to wbict ive ]lave referred,
the apostle says, elinca sîtaîl bo loyers of their
owvn selves, covetous [or accordîng( to the plain
Greek, lovc,'s of 7101CY] . . .. lovera Of Pleai-
sure more tuait loyers ot' God.-' Tue coaduet
of' multitudles of our own, and other evangelical
doîtoini nat ions la these imies, wvotld aimost
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