MEMOIR OF OR. THONSON, :

the means of doing incaleulable service an many
ways, to the eause of Christiamty. As a monu-
ment of Dr. Thomson's indefutigable activity, the
work has no parallel.  For many ycars, not only. did
the task of cditorship fall exclusively upon Dr, Thom-
100, but to him it was indebted for & lnrge proporttion
of the best articles, whether in the mniscellancous or
critical department, which, in the face of circumstan-
cesthat tended to abstruct its circulation, and injure
its popularity, continucdto extort for it, from the reli-
gious public, a great shae of favorable regard.

The charge of the Christian Instructor was not,
however, his sole literary undertaking. To the Edin-
turgh Encyclopaedia, conducted by Dr. Brewster, hie
eontributed many articles, some of them of considera-
ble interest, and all of them indicative of the patience
of his research, the soundness of his judgment, and
theunaflected vizgor of lua style.

In the year 1814, St. George’s church, which had
been for some years buxldm" was ready for public
worship, and was opened on Sunday. the 5th of June,
of that year, by the latc Rev. Sir Henry Moncrailf
Wellwood, Bact., who preached from Ecclesiastes v, 1.
As the mdmdual Lest qualified to fill a very large
structure, situated, at that time, at the cxtrcmuy *of the
city, Dr. Thomson was fixed upon asits minister, and
to this charge he was admitted on Thursday, the 16th
of June, 1814. Herc the more public and Lrilliant
part of his course commenced.  He had ditliculties to
encounter, both in collecting and in retaming a con-

zatior, which would have had a depressing effect
onthe mind of most men. To Dr. ‘T'homson, how-
ever, who of all men was formed to contend with, and
to master difliculties, these only gave interest to his
new situation.

Cver a description of persons, hy many of whom,
1t the commencement of his ministry in St. George's,
the peculiar -doctrines and obligations of the gospel
were little known or relished, Dr. Thomson speedily
acquired an influence scarcely ever possessed by any
preacher. Nor is it nccessary to say, that he owed
this enviable ascendancy to no compromise of princi-
ple—to no unworthy uccommodation of divine truth
to the prejudices of his audience. Iu addressing him-
sclfto a congregation, peculiarly exclusive and sensi-
tive, he stood upon the high ground of his office as an
ambassador for Christ; and with the apostle of the
Gentiles, to whose bold, unfearing character, his own,
in many points, bore a striking resemblance, he deter-
mined to krow nothing, as the subject of his ministry,
but Jesus Christ and bim crucified. How fully, ef-
fectively, and perseveringly, he adhered to his system,
the recollection of his hearers, as well as the siran of
his published discourses amply testify. ‘The pecuhiar
quahﬁcmems which he brought to his task are, at the
same time, not to be overlooked. To a manner of
great animation and fire, yet restrained and digmfied,
ke added & siyle of uncommon simplicity and smirit,
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which nature enablud i to set off to advantage by
the tones of a voice remarkable for compass and hae-
wony. Ife delighted in argument, Lut his arguments
were of that tlirect, palpuble, practical character, which
stunulate attention, and admit of cing appreciated and
followed by the most ordinary understanding;  while
the truths hic labored to establish, wers all of acknow-
ledged impertance, bore so intimate o relation to the
system which, as a Christinn mnister, it was his
province to ilustrate und enforce, and came so closely
and powerfully home to every mauw’s heart and con-
science, that nothing could appear more natural than
the pams he took to explain and defend them.

But Dr. Thomson was not satisfied with merely
preaching the gospel  For many years after his ap-
putment to St. George's, lic employed the interval
between the forenoon and afiernoon scrvices, in cate-
chising the young belonging to the congregation : and
this excreise he performed in a manner that had the ef-
fect, in an uncommon degree, of uniting to him the
hearts both of parentsand children,

Auwong the exedlent practices recommended by the
standards of the Church of Scotland, aud by the ex-
.unple of the best of her mimsters an the purest tunes,
is that of week day mectings in the cliurch, for the
puwipose of striction n the principles of religion, as
these ave taugit in the Shorter Catechism.  To atten-
dauce on such meetings in acity like Edinburgh some
practical objections Lave beun raised ; and with a view
to vbvinte these, Dr. Thomson nsttuted # Jeeture, in
w hich, without placing any one in the trying situation
of at catechumen, he made use of a question in the cate-
chism Ly way of text; and explaining and illus-
trating it in a manner adapted to all capacities, hio
went over the ground usuaily traversed in the exer-
cises.  For several years lic .continued these weck-
day cxpositions, during a limited period of the summer
months, and was only induced to relinquish them, in
consequence of repeated and alarming attacks of in-
disposition, which taught him the necessity of impo-
sing & restraint upon the other.vise unwearied zeal of
his active and benevolept mind.

In the youth of his congregation, Dr. Thomson, as
¢ have observed, took a warm and affectionate inter-
est. In his parish, he found there were many of this
class whom his Sabbath instructions could nat veach—
young persons who either did not attend his church,
or whose circumstances and those of tlie parents ren-
dered a greater degree of tuition necessary, than it
was possible to afford them on the Lord’s day. To
meet their case, accordingly, Dr. Thomson projected a
week-day school. As his experience in the task of
wnstructing the young of s congregation had shown
him how much could be done with young people, by
add ssing their understanding and their affections, he
unde:tnok at once to compilc suitable books for the
diferent classes into which the school was divided, and
,for a time to act as teacher and supenintendent in the



