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Tree Plantin

on the ﬁ‘rairies

What One Teacher Accomplished -
A Centre for Neigbourhood
Improvement

A certain teacher in a rural
distriet in Saskatchewan, having
rapuul the ground last summer,
has  planted 1 hundred young
trees at his school this spring.
The varieties include Manitoba
maple, green ash, golden willow,
Russian poplar and caragana. In
addition to this, he has a flourishing
school garden.  As a result of his
work, the people of the distriet
mostly Germans— are applying
to the Indian Head nurseries for
over 50,000 trees for the spring
of 1915,

The importance of tree planting
on the windswept prairies of the
Canadian West is obvious to any-
one who will give the matter a
moment's reflexion.  Yet why is
not more of it done? We often
hear it said that the farmers have
not the time. But in any distriet
where an enthusiast begins the
good work, others follow; the
essential thing is to stimulate
interest by a concrete illustration
of what can be accomplished.

If every teacher in the West
would emulate this young man's
example a change could be wrought
in the appearance of the Canadian
prairies and the general comfort
of western life that, in a very few
years, would amount to nothing
short of a revolution. Some day
the casual traveller between Win-
nipeg and Calgary will no longer
turn wearily from the car window
and sigh for a change of scenery,
but will write to his friends of the
charm of peaceful homes, each
snugly sheltered by its grove of
trees and surrounded by its gar-
den of bright flowers. This is no
mere idyllic picture; it is within
the scope of art to make the
prairies as attractive as any coun-
tryside that inspired the songs of
Tennyson or of Burns.—P.M.B.

FORESTRY CONVENTION

The fifteenth convention of the
Canadian Forestry Association will
be held at Winnipeg on July 7,
8and 9.

The world owes you a living,
but you must be your own debt-
collector.  Get busy.
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The Smoke Nuisance
From Round Houses

A Method has been Discovered for
Abating the Smoke Nuisance
rom this Cause

There is little excuse for dense
smoke arising out of the operation
of stationary plants, as this can
be overcome hy the use of mechan-
ical stokers using a fuel adaptable
to the class of work required. In
the case of roundhouses, however,
some allowance must be made, as
the dense smoke is formed by the
lighting of fires and by the banked
fires of standing engines.

The nuisance resulting is consi-
derable for two reasons. (1)Round
houses are generally situated with-
in the eity | i
dential distriets. (2) The )
arrangement is to discharge the
smoke from the roundhouse bj
short stacks. In this way the smoke
is more liable to be a nuisance than
discharged from a tall chim-

ney,

The following method of smoke
elimination has been used success-
fully at a 30stall engine house
situated in a residential distriet
of Chieago. The smoke from the
stacks is drawn into a main flue
by means of exhausters and dis-
charged into a series of washeries,
the number depending upon the
| amount of smoke to be treated.
Live steam is also added between
| the flue and the washery. In wash-
ing, the smoke is passed through
water, under a head of about one
inch. This is done in two similar
compartments in series. It is estim-
I'ated that the process will remove
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practically all the consumed ear-
bon and 75 per eent. of the acids
and gases.—W.J.D

Co-operation Reduces
the Cost of Living

Civil Servants Reduced their Grocery
Bills 2 Per Cent

Ottawa Civil Servants are out-
ting down the cost of living. For
the year ending March 31, last,
they paid 2 per cent less for their
groceries than other householders.
They were enabled to enjoy this
reduction because they have joined
together to form the Civil Service
Co-operative Supply Association
which runs a first-class grocery
store. Members of the Asso-
ciation received a dividend of two
per cent. on all their grocery
purchases for the past year. The
Association is not yet two years
oid and every indieation points
to the fact that larger dividends
will be fortheoming in the future,

Some noteworthy facts are pre-
sented in the annual report. One
is that the store did a business
of practically $1,000 a week on
a capital of $2,570. Another is
that the cost of delivering
goods amounted to slightly over
$3.60 on each $100 worth of goods
sold. In the average grocery store
about two thirds of the goods sold
have to be delivered. According to
this, about 514e¢ is paid for delivery
charges on every $1.00 worth of
groceries delivered.  This reminds
one of the statement of James J.
Hill, that the cost of high living
and the high cost of living are often
confused.—M.J P,

Processes |Jsed
in Butter-Making

Simple Rules for Making Good But-'
:.'BT\- hn.rhn‘?y Bacteria
Directions for Churning

Some bacteria are good friends
of the butter-mak while others
are very bad mies The
ripening of cream is mainly due
to the work of the good bacteria
which it eontaing, and these small
germs thrive best when t
s kept warm,
are of greatest aid to the dai-
ryman are the lactie aecid germs,
A pure culture of these germs
known as “ starter.”  Starter is
used by the besi butter-makers for
ripening cream and gives to the
butter that fine flavour and aroma
s0 much desired,

There are other baeteria which
cause trouble in  butter-making.
Among these are the bacteria
which turn milk blue, red, and
occasionally yellow. Others
produce a curdling of the milk
without souring. Some produce
gus accompanied by bad flavours.
Some make the milk very bitter,
others give it a soapy taste, a
fruity taste, or a strong barnyard
odour, and some make the milk
slimy or ropy, so that it can be
drawn out into long toreads.

Trouble from any of these is
usually the result of ecarelessness
or unsanitary conditions.  These

(Concluded on page 2.)
Alfalfa Fireguards
Much of the loss to erops,
ildings and other imp b
caused by railway fires in cultiva-
ted sections of the Prairie Provin-
ces, could be avoided if farmers
would raise some non-combustible
crop on a strip of land adjacent
to railway rights of way. Ifalfa
is suggested in this connection,
since this erop will not burn and
a narrow strip would form a
thoroughly efficient fireguard.
Where clover can be grown suc-
cessfully, it will answer equally
well.  The growing of potatoes,
beets, or other root erops will
serve the same purpose, where
local market conditions will per-
mit.  This would also be a step
in the much-to-be-desired direction
of diversified farming.—C.L.
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