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TIlHE ROO 0F 0 F T 11E \\O0R LID."

11V WILLIANI T. 5'AÙ).

It is a strange paradox of
national cliaracter tlîat thlw one-
loving Scandinavian, with hioni.-
sickniess running iii lus verv' bloc ud,
should be one of our greatest
wvandlerers. Feiv races, if an\-,
have wvon more distinction tîlan
his ini tbe field of adventuroil,
travel. The rnost recmit records,
of exploration reveal the saine
restless daring as niiade the Norse-
nien of old fainous. Ini 1&)7 the
NvorId rang with the exploits of a
Norwegian whio hiad iiiounted
nearer than anv luunan being be-
fore linii ro thie sunîmiiit of the
Northern Icecal). lu 1898 ilie
printingc press is rattling out the
Story of a Swede whio lias faced
xîot'less appalling dlangers îwhile
clanîbering ovcr the Eastern -roof
oif the ivorldI" On Dr. Nanisen s
book folloivs Dr. Sven I-Iedin's.

These twclve hiundlred pages
forni a notable addition to the bis-
tory of travel. It is not often that
a single work combines so wi(le a
varietv of sceile, of societv and iii-
cident. It Iningles the chiarni of
Arctic and of tropical adventnrc.
Froin the Polar severities encoiln-
tered on the- heighits of the Ice
Mountains the w'riter passes to thie
fu"rnace-lieat andcledadlv thirst of
thue Gobi Desert; the avalanche.
thec crevasse and the hurricanle of

*«Tliroii Asia-." ]3y Sven licdin.
W~itIî riearly thirc u hindrètd illu5trations
froni sketches anxd photographs ly thie
author. Nuw York. Harper Brother.
'foroi»to: William ]3riggs. in two vols.
l>p). 1,278. Price, $1O.OO.

.Nlr. "t.ted's admnirale artiele is ahridgcd
frun the lrcrie2w ofJ»cicr'
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"110v giÏve place in a few pa.ges to
ie chioking sad.'>îiand tie
1listeringy dunes. Th'le -spice of
danger is rarelv absent. Tie in-
trepIidl Sivede uvent tlîroughi perils
alinost as nuniiierous and<l iverse as
tiiose of the Aposte Paul. I-is
social experiences were not less
varied. Ilis course led hirn
thiroulgh a strange juinble of races
and creedis and civilizations. H-e
Nvas continuallv inovingy between
social extreies as wide apart as
the extrenies of temperature lie
liad to iindergo. A single day
wvoul take Iinui froni the primîitive
fare of the Kirg isephierd to tlu.
luxurions banquets of Russian
and E nglishi oficers, or to the
elaborate liospitalities of a Cliinese
mandarin.

Steadily accurnulaitingf scientific
data for the enlighitenment of
Western savants, li e wvas at the
saine muoment teaching the natives
whio hiad neyer seen a boat hiow to
sait their lake iii a craft fearfullv
andl wonclerfullv inade of hiorse-
hide. At home with the children
of the siinuple-liearted nc'niads. an
eager explorer of ancient cities
burie(l beneath the salid, he vet
contrived to be on the spot Mien
the Rns-fhn frontier was
finially settledl, and to inanifest luis
cosnuiopolitan svnipatlîv with the
latest international inovenients.
Olie of the miost attractive features
of the book lies iii the nuiedlev of
life it shows uis on the very top of
the world's roof-a mnedley as in-
teresting in its w'ay as the inter-
ningý,linig of nations and mianners


