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Golden 7.t: .7o/015 : 35.

0MPARE Malt. ii : î-r5. John tvas ut this
lime impri soned in lte castle of Macbarerus
near the Dead Sea. For the cause of bis

iniprisonstent sec Mark 6;- 17.20. Jesus Wus ut
Nain in Galîkte where hie bind jtist restored the
widow's Sonl 10 iife. VS. 19: 20. Johtn sends
mnessengers bidding then usk Jesus,-Art is he,
&c. ? Strange question for John 10 ask ! IIad lie
forgotten lte voice front heaven ut lte Lord's
baptismn? 3at 3; 17. Butli hawas in prison, de-
pressed in spirit, perbaps foreseeing ltis own tragic
end, Mark 6 : 27. Perhaps becoming impatient
for a distinct avowal by Jesus of bis Messiahsitip.
blay, stay he not for the moment have indulged
thte thougbt, why should 1 thus pine in prison?
If tbis be iadeed the Messiah, wouid he not effect
mny release? Or, il stay have been tol salisfy lte
doubts of disciples weaker ini lte faith thun himsell,
who saw nothing of tbc power and grandeur about
Jesus in which tbcy expected the Mlessriah to corne.
Tl/t .rhould come-because foretold by prophets
and expected by the Jews. Quote some or the
Propitecies. VS. 21, 22. Iu i/mai same hour-they
fiad Jesus in lte very midst of bis miraculous udti-
vily, uliling 10 the letter predictions concernng
hlm, Isa. 35 ; 5, 6. No formai declaration was
secessary: tbey need oniy look round thern 10 be
convinced. The recitai of wliat they now saw and
keard -%ould be underslood by John as an affirma.
Mve answer 10 bis question, see John 5: 36. V. 23.
.61e.sed is li--who, in spite of persecution and
sorrow, believcth in me. An intimation needed
just titen by John and bis disciples, and needed by
Christians now and 10 the end of tinte, see i
Peler 2;- 7-9. Vs. 24-26. The eulogy pronounced
xpon John wus no flattexy, but a grand testimony
bo bis sterling worth put ia tben and there, lest
those around shriuld lose their faith in John from
bc question bie hud asked, or sitouid mtisinterprel
Christ's answer given in the hearing of the people.
A4 -eed .çhaken wzih ite uind-see Isa. 42:* 3, a
fragile rush, eniblem, of vaccilating weaklings like
themselves. Sofr cloi/tintg-an antithesis betwvixt
jobn's rough carnei's itair garment, MatI. 3:- 4,
aad the gorgeous apparel of Herod and bis cour-
tiers. In titis case they ivould fiad "«tte tveakiing"
iux te palace, not in the prison. A .Prophet-yes,
the last and greatest of te prophets, s ent as thte
iferald 10 prepare the way for Messiah. VS. 27,
28. T/tis ùr e-conipare M ai. 3; - , who there
testifles as 10 the nature of lm whom John was
to precede, '«The Lord wbom ye seek. » By titus
quoting Malachi Jesus testifies 10 bis own
Messianic character. .1e t/uit ùr least i t/te king-
dom o] heaven- te seerning paradox is explained
Ly appiying the surprizing limitation to tbe pro-
phets, or teachers, of the New Testament. Their
office is "greater," inasmuci as John onily prophe
ied of a coming Christ, tiy, of a crucified, risen,

antd glorifled Redeemner, 2 Corin. 3 : 6- 11.

MARC!: 13th. LuxE vii : 36-50-

Goldlet Texî: Luke 7:- 48.

~'JUS INCIDENT, recorded oniy by Luke, is
quite distinct from, the anointing in Mlatt.
26 -.6, Mark 14;' 3-9, and JoIln 12:- 2-9.

This wvas in the house of Simton the I>bnarisee, in
Galile; the other, in that of Simon the leper, at
Bcethany. It ivas custoinary for guests to redline at
fuit length at meal*tinies upon raised benches fur-
inishied with cushions. These me~re ranged in te
centre of the room, forniing three sides of a hollov
square. The open side affordcd ingress to the
servants. The space behind permilted strangers
t0 pass round to see the guests and converse wvith
themn. It was unusual for wome.' to do this. Hov;
came this woxnan to be admiîted ? In the crowd
she escaped notice. Perhaps she hiad listened be-
fore 10 the Lord's gracious inviation,-" Corne
unto mte ail ye that labour and are heavy laden,"
and now she would corne t0 the friend of sinners-
just as slie was. V. 36, 37. Oue of the Pàairee:--
Simon, v. 43, Sai deziwn-reciined. Y/te cili-
probably Capernaum. A4 s.-ner-no dlue to bier
nante, but the representative of a numerous class.
S/te k-,7w-had been told that Jesus mwas to be
there. A4 box of ointieni-the usual niarbie cruse
containittg iiquid perfume. V. 38. .Siood ai hir
jeet-The position of tite giiests stade it easy foir
hier to do ail that is here described. Wepig-
in deep humiliation, and niping the floudi of tears
that fell on her Saviour's feet, the expression of a
heurt moved 10 contrition ut a st:nse of ils own sia.
fuiness in the presence of infinite purity, and sym.
boliiig bier subatissica to the steanest office, as
even Christ himseif afterwards did, John 13 5
Kissed hi.rfeei-us one unwvorthy 10 kiss bis cheek.
Vs. 39-43. Simon had inviîed Jesus 10 bis bouse,
titat hie might corne to a definite opinion respecting
ii, ch. 4 : 22 and 5 : 21. Now, hie thinks he basý

solved the mystery. le must be an imposter,
else hie wouid not have aiiowved titis wvoman to
toucb hint ! But the Lord sawv tbrough 1dm and
by a staster-stroke, like Nathan with David, 2
Sain. 12 : 7, hie muakes him coadenin himaseif.
Jesus Himseif is the creditor. In the tw,%o debtors,
vve bave the portraits of the woman and of Simton.
Hle leaves Simton 10 apply the moral. V. 44. The
woman's ]oving service rebukes lte baughty
Pharisee, wvbo bad ontittcd evea the commson cour-
tesies of society-water 10 %vash bis feet-the usual
kiss of welcorne-and the fragrant oul with -w'hich
the oriental visitor was anointed. She bad done
whut site couid, Mark 14 : 8. Porgdiven, for
she /oved muchel-Not that her love tvas the pro.
curing cause of ier parceon. The purabie teaches
the reverse-that the debtor's love towards bis
creditor is awakened only whben hie, on gocd
grounds, believes that the debt is canceiled. The
wAoman)'s "]lovingmuch" proved 10 the Saviourher
faitli. The otitr loved littie, because bie feit little
need of forgiveness. V.- 5o. Tliyfa il/t - That is
the first step, Acts 16 : 31. Next, love, Gai. 5; 6.
Tien an expressic of love in acts, i Join 3 :17.
The effect of thzse - PEAc C- leading to quielness
and ussuruxtceforever, Isa. 32 : 17.

ghe einutro gritiffl.


