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THE PRAYER MEETING. .

Dr. Cuyler writes thus about prayer
meeting. ‘A cardinal fault with many
devotional meetings is that they are too
artificial. Imagine one of the houschold
gatherings of the late Christmas scason
to be conducted in the same rigld cut and
dried formality that freezes so large &
number of Christ's household services,
Solemnity and reverence befit a service Qf
worship, but they need not forbid free
dom or frecze up the ibstinctive utter-
ances of love and fellowship. Itis better
that some persons sgy too much or say
very unprofitable things than that a gag
shonld be put into the mouths of God’s
people. Doubtless sitly things without
namber were spoken at Christmas din-
.pers, but what parent would have been

" 8o absurd as to rap on the table and re-

quess his son John to make & few xe-
marks, and then ask Sarah to pleass to
follow whether she had anything 10 say
ornot. Love breedsliberty. Butin what
should be pre-eminéntly an nunconstrained
love feast of Christ’s children, a presiding
oficer often undertakes:to cqutrol the
whole conversation. He Yequests one
brother to speak when he may have noth-
iug tosay and another brother to lead in
?tsyey when the poor mar’s heart is not

ed to ask for snything. Thers is no
prayer in him just then, but being sums
moned to call upon God he arises and re-,
peats §a formula of devotion which ie ae
meaningless as g crier’s proclamation in a
court room. Nobody has a moral risht
to make such demands at random and if
peoplo. thus called on would -often-

-er decline the performance of what their

‘own hearts do not prompt to bad custom
would sooner be extinguished. Every
prayer meetingshould be open to every

one who has 2 petition to offer & confes- |-

gion- to make an experiencs fo relats a
Bible passage to quote or a counsel to
present. Neither age, sex, color, or sodial
caste sipuld be a padlock on the lins,
Ten' meetings are killed by formality
where_oie g eﬁd-.ngere& by the abuss
of Christian freedom.” -

These remarks on the prayer meqﬁ:ﬁ
are well worthy ‘of consideration by ¢

our congregations. - Is oux weekly meet-
4ng as interesting, edifying and profitable
ax’it should be. . In many cf our chirches
the exercisesare limited to the leaderand

to those whom he may designate; A

" new departure in this respect, if it conld

be effected. would be.productive of good.
Ina social ‘prayer service brains do not
weigh a3 much as heartsand if hearts

have been touched they will be constrain-
te utter petitions or to tell semething of
what God has done fer theirsouls. Therd
should be o aimless praying and no oné
man controlling a %-Vacious gathering of
Christ's disciples. hen 8o few wait on
God at the weekl, meeting may we not
woll consider what can be done to sécure
a larger attendance, A personal canvass
on the part of thoss who do attend, great-
er encouragement given to those who
way be timid to open their bearts and
lips, and an outpouring of the Spirit
would effect a thorough revolution.y In
the Free Church of Scotland during this
winter & largs number of congregations
are using the Pilgrim’s Progress. 3 The
characters of Bunyan are taken up as .
subjects for prayoy and meditation. The
résult has been in every case a lirge at-
tendance and a greater interest hasgbeen.
awakened, ', . .

Ifall our utterances at the Prayer
Meeting were from the heart what g
quickening of graces, anfl what « shower
of blessings we might expeot, and the
weekly servics in our congregations would
be & most delightful one. .

Ho haa a tespect for relision.” Is i$ *
ogsible 7 How vastly codezcending !
ow deeply humble ! ¢ creaturo “has

a res%ect for service of the Creator { A~

grasshopper deigns to acknowledge that

1t bas a respect for the Kings.of kings
anrd Lord of lords. Verily, a subject of
congratulation, for theuniverse! A worm
crawling in the dust confesges to its fellow
worm that it has some .respect for the

&yernment of the “high and might;

¢ thatinhabiteth eternity,”—Dr, i( u/{-

lenberg.. .

We acknowledge ourselvés- naked'of
all virtue, that wemay beclothed by God
empty of all good, tbat. wé maybe
filled by. Him; slaves to sin, that we niey-
be liberated by Him; lame, that ws ‘may
boled by Him; weak, that we may bs
sapported by Him; divest o1rselves of all

und of Florying, that He alone may-
eminently glorious, and that we may |

glory in Him,—Oali,

Holl is =8 ubiguitous as acdnduﬁnin'g “
conscisnce.—F., W, Robertson, )
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