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) BR[T[SH GOLUMBIA ness in Lulu Island of fish curing, drying, eto. A new hop raising company has

This department ts In charge of R. E. Qosnell, who is
p[nnancntr"‘cngag«l as a regular member of Trle Cou-
NER 1AL 8 1o represent this journal in British Colambia,
Pacties in British Columbis who wish to {

It i3 also reported that some parties are en-
deavosing to got the free charter of the old
Governmont St. Douglas undert the protence
of oxploring tho fisheries of tho coast. This,
of course, would be unjust to thoae already in

to in
sny way with this paper, moy apply directly to Mr,
Gosnell, at Vancouver.]

British Oolumbia Business Review.
March 22, 1892,

Theve is littlo uausual to report in business
tnany line. day or two of cloud aud rain
has interrupted along spell of beautiful summer
like woather, which has made gardening and
farming gooeral aloug the coast,  This has
awakened the activities at an earlier dato than
usual and building, loggiog, fishing, farmiag
aad mining, ete., aro well advanced, thus belp-
jog to removo the dullness as » rule incident to
the season and this year ia particular,  There
is a greater demand all round for labar,although
it will be several months before the busigess
community will feol the full benefits of wages
distribution.  Up in th2 interior the ranchers
arc begioniog tv turn out their cattle un the
ranges, where the grass is growiog again.  Oa
tho whole the winter must have been an napro.
fitabie one to the up country cattls men. ~ As

ointed out some time ago in theao columus,
the policy of the ranchors st tho outset was to
hold for high prices on the groruils that stock
was scarce and a bcef famioe probable,
At a vesult tho bu'chers contracted for their
supply from the Northwest and Manitoba, soms
of tham as far ahead as May, the consequence
being that ranchers in tho iaterior found their
stock on their bandsto winter with the coast
matket already provided for. The stock win.
tered woll on account of the mildness of the
weather, but the geason was long.

By the way, talking of stock, the now quar-
aotine regulations which the Dominion Govern.
ment seems bound to enfurce are going to play
sged” in this provinca, especially ia Victo ia.
It will not effect the mainland very much, be.
cause it depends alimost entirely upon the iute-
nor and the prairies fur its supply, but the
island at certain seasous h s to look to the other
side for good wmeat, uad especially at times
when a freight blockade might occur or sowe
other ciccumstances affsct the quality or quan.
tity of tho beef supply. Buatchers here regard
the move as n the interests of the Northwest
cattle ranchers who, they say, wish to control
this mirket uader pretence of protecting the
Canadian cattle trade. If British Columbia was
acattleexporting province itcould bewellun er-
atood how such gquarantine rogulations would
benecessary but for the next ten years, if over,
there is little prospect of a beef froin the coast
gettiug over the Rckies let alone to Kagland.
But if it wero live stock imported from the
other side aro slaughtered upoan sr.ival, or as
goon after ag possible and withoat dinger of
contact with homs cattle. Lo is right w pro-
tect home interests to any veasonable degree,
but, while usually there is no nocessity of imn-
portiog from the Uui.ed States, there are times
when it is very ¢)avenient and highly in tho
E:b'lc interest to do 80 and, cortsaialy B-itish

lambia should ot be placed at th: merey of
such circumstances.

Interest in the fisheries never was so great
and so practical as at the present tine. Leav-
ing cut of consideration for the prosent time,
the crofter schome, which will shortly come to
the front as a pub ie issue, there are soveral
other vtatureson a more or less extensive scals,
The British Columbia Fishing'and Teading Co.,
which which has boea doiag a, cather good busi-
ness in fishiog as well as muckos,is endoworing
to enlarge tho capital stock in order to gn into
the trade on a larger scale. The well.
kaown bussinesses of . H., Port and W,
Visnen,Now Woitmiaster, are roprtod as bav-
ing passed into the hands of au Eaglish syadi-
cate Pretty & Co., why wantel a bonns to
startia Voncouver, have usdeccaksn the busi-

the business, aud should not Lo allowed. [t is
roported that the Dominion Goverament has
syreed to hand over the - steamer to the Pro-
viace free for such purposes, but uny explora-
tory work should be done by the Goverament
and not by private parties. Pending the genor-
al issuanco of licouses, interim permits have
been issucd to a pumber of fishormen and fish-
ingisalready under way. Tho catch of sal-
mon, however, is reported light. While ou the
subject o1 fish, it might be seasonable to remark
that tho wholo matter of liconsiog demands
roform. A very good export business
could be dene in  ealmon  bellies
smoked halibut and the like, but a supply
cannot be obtained. Iandiaus caunnot sell their
product without being licensed. Oaly fishor-
mea with licenses will be permitted to fish at
all and having a manopoly of the business their

rices for fish will not preveat the fish curing
industry being made profitable for export. Tne
fisheries being one of tho most promiring
resourcea of B itish Columbia, the great neces.
sity of having a man in the Department at Ot-
tawa who kaows the local conditions of the
industry is daily becoming maore apparent. It
may be added, that the last carload of halibut
caught in northern waters was shipped to New
York. The cinsignos wired upoa its reseipt
for a car of salmon.  Irving G. Hall, of thafirm
of J. G. Hall & Co., fish and comumis.
sion merchants, Boston, is piyiog the
province a visit, Interviewed on the fish
business, his remarks coufirmed exactly
what has been said in Tue CodMERCIAL
He says the castern fish business isin the haads
of a combine, which canonly be broken by
counter capital and the assurance of a rogular
supply of fish to the trade from ind:pendent
sources.

The C.P. R. has now completed arrange.
ments for » very complete and direct train sor-
vice to Seattie, via Mission branch, Bellingham
By and British Columbia and Great Northern
Passengers leaving Victoriaat «wo ia the mora.
ing by the Islander, can take the train at Van
couver and reach Seattle at 20 o’clock that
afternoou. Further urrangements are baing
negotiated for extenliog this service to Port-
laund, which will un loubiedly be completed in a
fow days. Tuaesteamer Premier has becn with.
drawn from the Whatcom-Saattly route asa
consequence. A boaus of §300,000 is being
asked to brieg the Northern Pazific into Via-
couver. It isannounced that the C. P. R. Co,,
is going to build through Crow’s Nest pass this
year. l'his has, of ciurso, beon contemplated
for some time. It will conaect with the old
line at some poiat knowa only to the maoage-
ment a3 yet and will shortoa the through route
one day. ihis move will probably be fatal vo
sover:l othsr charters foc lines through Crow's
Nest. ‘The T'win Sistec aad short liue chirters
for lines between Vanconver and New West
miaster have not been allowed, the former be-
ing kiled in comnittes and the lattec with.
drawn,

Shippiog just now is lighter than wusual, al.
though the noxt tw) weeks it is expected to bo
heavy. The ficat of the thirteen seslers from
Nova Scotia gealers for the mnorth uas arrived
and is being fitted. Notice has been received
that applications for compensation by sealing
vessels mast Lo filed at Vic:oria within a
month, (tisthouzht in some quarters that
the modus vivendi will be reuewe this year,
Ifsoit will baaserious bluw to the sealing
jndustry, if not accompanied by compensa:
tion. Shippiog now ia portis:

Port. No. Tounagr.
Victoria ... 1 1,253
Vanoouver... [ 8.687
Naniimo ... . 6 0,252
Chomsinus c.ove vevee vavrane veee 1 1,038

Total. ceveveiace sovuars ooe 13 19,631

been organized for tho ouliivation of hops ln the
Squamish Valley, and u gung ot men havoe gono
up to propare tha grounds and plant, Oao im-
portant featurc of the industry will be utlliza-
tion of o large amount of Indian inbor which
annually goes to Washiugton and Orogon hop
fields, where a large shave of tho soason’s oarn-.
ings aco spont by tha Indiaus,

Owing to the mild wiator and ecarly spring,
tho Kootenuy country his oponed up soouor
thun was anticipated and the rush in thoro has
already begun.  Fortunatoly, howover, tho
rush will not bo as large ns et firat supposed.
The excitement in 5p kane Falls due to the im-
proas of auocher railway aod the rooout minlag
strikes in Colorado will attrast o num4er who
athorwise would have gone into Kiotenay and
who may oventnally go, but iIn the
presont undeveloped stato of the country it
i3 Just as well that too man{ poople do not go
in just now, Mining machinery is bolug taking
in%o Cariboo and several placer doposits will bo
worked on a large scale this summar, A big
desl, svme time ago refervad trns oloso] rugard.
inz some Lillwo mintag propocti-a, {4 still
uader way, butis expscted to be closed tn a
week oran. A ayn lieate of capitaliss is work
ing a large claim on Siwash ¢ eck, with gool

rospects of swcceis A conpany b boor

semed ia New Westmiaster to sfuk for caal in
Sarrey.  Goversmend returns have just beon
issued in regard the mining iadustry From
this it is learned that tho coal output for last
year was 1,029,097 tons, nearly fifty per cont,
increase over the pravious yoar. Tno gold
mined was disappaiazingly smll, bidag plicat
us 3351,206.

B.C. MARKEY QUOTATIONS,

FronraxpFeep—Flourhastakonanotherrise
aud owviog to thestrikeouthoC, P, R. wayrire
much higher lozally, as shipmeatsaralikely tobo
delayed. The tendenoy in any evont is strong.

Frour axp reep —Hunqarian, Manitoba, s
quoted ut 86 00 ; strong bakers, £3.60 ; ladles’
choice, §6.00; prairio Litly,35.75 ; Ocegon,36 23;
Spokane,$5 65 ; Eaderby mills : Promuor,$3.85;
three atar, $5.70; two star $1.35. Uatineal, east-
orn,33.49; California,$1. National mlils, J1otorin
$3.65 ; rolled oats, eastora, 83 40 ; Cilifornia,
83 9J, Natioaal mls, $3.23 ; corameal, 83.10;
split peas, §3.50; pearl barloy, $4 50, Rico~
The Victoris rice mills quote wholesalo: Jspan
rice per ton, 377 50; Cutna rice, do, 870 ; rico
flour, do, §70; chit rive, do, 823; rice meul, do,
$17.59; chopped {:ed, $33 to 35 par toa ; Lran,
32¢; shorts, $23; oata, §3) to 32; whoat $33 to
10z oil cake, $40. Wheat is quoted in car lots
$30; oats §25 ¢3 8274 chop barley, $27.

Ecos.—Eggs are now dowi to 18e¢, frosh
localezgs raling a little high:r. Limel are a3
low a8 15¢.

Dairy.—Cheese is steady at 13§3; butter
is on the downwird tendency  Culiforais
butter is on the markev at 20c anl crowmsry
is about a cent lower. Dairy is anythiog ob-
tainable,

Megars--Dried meats show no improvoment
and som ¢ O itari» pickers are offaring away ba-
low the mrket, Just now prices ura some-
what demoraliz+d, regalar ficms aro quating :
Hams, 1325 B bacon, 133; volls, 11); backs,
124¢; dry salt, loag, clear, 1l¢; dry salt, caso
lots, 104; lard, kezs, 13:; lard, piils, 13}cs
kettle rendered, 12}c; steam rvenderod, llics
caympouad, llec; bologne, 11,

Fesh meats show no chiage. Ino ouly thiog
lilealy vo aff:ct prices for a tima is tho onforco-
ment of the guarantive regulations,

Fautrs, NoTS, BErc.—Apples are alinost out
of the market, Acir of eastera apples is on
the way, but prices casnt bo quoted.
The following aro to-day’s quotations:—

Riverside oranges, $2 to 2.60 ; Cocanants 81
perdoz; Wash, navels, $4.75 ; bananss, $3.75
to 4; lemons, §4.75; Tarkish figs, 133; alizionds
182 ; ovaporated apples, 12:; walnuts,
15¢; Cal.  onions, 1l4a; Str'd  honoy
13c ;. filberts, 15c; ovaporated peaches, 10,



