THE CRITIC,

TWO VIEWS OF A TREATY.

The complications which have arisen during the past century out of the
fishery question, between the British Provinces and tho United States,
appear quite’ scrious cnough to warrant both Governments interested in
secking an amicable and final scttlement of the difliculties. DBut since the
American Congress has, for the timo being, refused to submit the question
to arbitration, there is nothing left for Canada to do, but to hold to aud
defend the rights which have been confirmed by treaty. The seizures of
Amecrican vessels for violation of the terms of the Treaty of 1814, and sub-
scquont years, lead up to the Trcaty of 1818, Amencans claimed as a
right all the privileges enjoyed by the colonists residing in the United States
vrior to the Declaration of Independence, but Britain demurred, claiming
that those privileges were the sole right of British subjects, and that upon
the colonies Leing formed into an independert nationality, the citizens of
the United States forfeited the yights which they had enjoyed under the
British flag. In 1818 a treaty was finally agreed upon, according to the first
article, of which the inhabitants of the United States are granted * for ever”
extensive fishing priviloges which thoy are to enjoy * in common with the
subjects of His Britannic Majesty.” In consideration of this, the United
Btates renounced * for ever” any liberty previously enjoyed or claimed * in

" other parts of the British North American dominions to take, dry, or cure

fish on or within three marine miles of any of the coasts, baye, creeks, or
harbors,”

“ Provided, however, that the American fishermen shall be permitted to
enter such bays or harbors for the purpose of shelter, and of repairing
damages therein, of purchasing wood and of ubtaining water, and for no
other purposc whatever. But they shall be under such restrictions as shall
be necessary to prevent their taking, drying, or curing fish therein, or any
other inannor abusing the privileges hercby reserved to them.”

It is upon the interpretation of this article that the whole dispute has
arisen. Americans claim the three mile limit should follow the sinuosi-
ties of the coast, and that when bays such as Fundy, Miramichy, and
Chaleur, are more than six miles in width, American fishermen have a night
to use the fishing grounds therein, provided they do not trespass within
three miles of ecither shore, Britain claims that the true intepretation of
the three mile limit is from headland to headland, without regard to the
minor coast indentations ; and since the Supreme Court of the United
States upholds st ch an interpretation with regard to the coast waters of that
country, there can be no doubt that Canada’s case in this respect is unas-
sailable. The sccond claim put forth by America is, that American vessels,
under the general international law, have the right to enter Canadian ports
and purchase fresh bait for use in the fisheries.  Britain's answer is, that
under the article quoted above American fishermen are privileged to enter
Canadian ports for four specific purposes, and for no other purpose what-
ever. And this answer appears conclusive. ‘True American fishermen will
find the privileges conceded to them of little avail unless they are permitted
to puschase fresh bait, without which they are uuable to use the fishenes ;
but since we have the night to say whether ornot this privilege shall be
accorded to them, it is evident no settlement can be reached until Congress
realizes the true position of’ matters, and agrees to have its final settlement
left to arbitration.
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STREET LAMPS ACRO3S THE ATLANTIC.

Whon the early navigators guided their timid course by the uncertain
light of the moon and stars, they would have Jaughed at a project to plant
artificial luminaries in the trackless ocean. In this age no project can be
laughed at until it has been considered in connection with man's past
achievements in grappling with the forces of nature.  “ Peace hath its
victories as well as war ;" and the next victory which the leaders of the
forces of mechanical art promiso to the people of the twentieth century is
slrect lamps across the Atlantic; in other words, a stretch of floating,
auchored light-towers, two hundred miles apart. Captaiuz Moody, of the
Anchor Line, has already elaborated a scheme for the erection of these
gigantic light-houses, which, if carried into effect, will render an ocean
voyage along the most {requented routes a comparatively safe undertaking.
The floating stations are to be erected along the lines of the Atlantic cables,
with which they ate to be connected. An American Exchange thus des-
cribes the floating station, as projected by Captain Moody :—

¢¢ The hull is circular in form, thirty feet in diamoter and thirteen feot
deep. _ Radiating from the hull are four stems, each fifty feet long, twenty
feet wide, and nine fect deep. The main hull is surrounded by a bulwark
fqur feet in height. A skeleton steel tower sixty feet high arises from the
main deck, stayed to the hull by wire rigging. On the extreme top of this
tower is placed a powerful clectric light. The electricity is generated by a
dynamo operated by an oil motor re-enforced by a windmill attached to the
tower. Among the advantages claimed for this lightship by the inventor
are great buoyancy and floating power, combined with light draught. The
peculiar model obviates the objectionable features of rolling. The ship is
moorcd by four chain cables passing down from the main hull between the
stems; preventing the twisting of the cables and allowing the stems to follow
the motion of the sea, thus avoiding pitching, plunging, and severe straining
of the cables. The ship is built in water-tight compartments, and is well
lighted and ventilated.” ’

From soundings which have beea made in the Atlantic ocean during the
Ppast few years, it secems there will be no difficulty in obtaining a permanent
anchorage for such structures at any required intervals. The cost of
creating and maintaining such a light house service, consisting of, say a
dozen towers, may seem a great obstacle in the way of the project; but
when we consider the vastness of the commercial interests which would

share in the benefits it would confer, the outlay will no longer appear grea,
Captain Moody's invention is being scriously censidered by the British ang
several of the European naval departments. Should his scheme prove
feasible, lic will have won a truly great victory over the adverse powers of
naturo.
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. A NOVA SCOTIAN POLICY.
Thero is scarce a Novn Scotian who has not faith in the great future of

"this Province, and who doces not believe that destiny has in store for her 5

glorious ern of prosperity. But while this is truc, Nova Scotians as a nyle
are t0o apt to believe that in the distant future onily will such an ecra pe
reached.  Why should this idea be so prevalent? ~ Has our faith in the
country no living interest for the present generation?  Are we satisfied
to storc up for posterity that which is within our own reachi?  We thin,
not. Thero are hundreds, yes thousands, of patriotic Nova Scotians wh
bitterly Jament the disturbance and chaos which has been wrought In ine
past by politics and pastyism. These men are anxiously awaiting a new
departure when Nova Scotians, Liberal and Conservative, shall lay aside
their present methods and strive unitedly to further the great interests of
our common countty. The government elected on Tuesday last is to 5
large extent entrusted with the furtherance of these great interests. Leavip
nside smaller matters it should first turn its attention to questions which
vitally effect our agriculturists, [herc Is throughout the length and
brcaévth of the Province a wide-spread need for farm laborers. The gor-
ernment should at once take measures to have this want supplied by estab.
lishing in each county a “ Farm Labor Bureau,” through which it could
obtain the fullest information as to the number of such cmigrants who
could obtain employment in the municipality. Meantime zrrangements
should be made to advertize Nova Scotia throughout England and Scotlang,
8o that the class of emigrants desired could be made aware of the prospects
in this Province. Beginning in this way the government should proceed to
obtain full statistics as to the partially improved farms now far sale, and this
data they should make known to the tenant {armers in Britain.  We believe
by following such a course the government would carn for itself the heanfelt
gratitude of the people. We have beenetiated with politics; it is now
time for us to be surfeited with patriotism. By its action the government
may speed or delay the era of prosperity, the dawa of which should not be
left to a coming generation.
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LIFE INSURANCE.

How often we hear people speak of the mysteries of lifo insurance, just
as if this branch of business had about it peculiarities quite beyond the pen
of the ordinary mind. The truth is, that hundreds of policy-holders have
not the time to make full enquiries as to tho methods adopted by the dif:
ferent companies ; and when once insured, they are obliged, come what may,
to pay the premiums as demanded, or forfeit any fair equivalent for the
money wlfich they have paid in. We have several timos strongly pointed
out the advantages that life insurance offers to the man who, without i,
would be in constant dread of leaving his family in want ; but we have also
urged upon our readers the necessity of ascertaining fully the benefits to be
derived, before consenting to take outa policy in any company. Life insur.
ance should be conducted upon the same basis as any other business; it
should offer immediate, not prospective, value for money, and its charges
should be in accordance with this principle. We have called attention to
the Dominion Safety Fund Life Association as a company which offers to
the insured value for value, in which the poor man is not obliged to stint
his family, in order to provide for .ventualitics. When it is remembered,
that for every thousand dollars pa d as premiums in ordinary companis,
only one-fourth is ever returned w the insured; it is evident that the
mystories of life insurance require to be carefully studied by all classes i
the community, Germany and France now propose establishing a system
of life insurance through their governments, and there can be no doubt that
this is the tendency of the age.
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It is said that the comparative failure of the carrier pigeon service, dur
ing the siege of Paris, was due to the inclemency of the weather. Of the
363 birds sent out from the beleaguered city, but 57 arrived at their destina:
tion. These latter were tke bearers of not less than 2500 despatches which
had been photographed on thin films of paper, tightly rolled and sealed in
goose quills, and attached to the tail featheis of the birds. Britain spends
88,000, and France $20,000 annually, in perfecting the carrier pigeon st
vice, 9,000 birds are now being trained in England.

Americans are euterprising. The last proposal is to establish a hotd
under the Falls of Nisgara. Tourists will doubtless appreciate the Juxury o
sandwiches and coffee partaken | 'midst the blinding mists and deafen
roar of the cataract, but it will take much advertising to make sucl an ho
pay.

Monster ships and monster guns have demonstrated beyond a doubt hat
the effectivencss of the war ship of the future will not depend upoa exces:
sive tonnage. With the completion of the Nile and Zrafalgar, now uader
construction in British dockyards, the Admiraity will be content with smalkr
and more useful war ships. Marine fcrtresses, costing $5,000,000 ;
will soon be a matter of history.




