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CHAPTER VIL

“ T will be decorous, I will be proper, but I must enjoy the good fortune
which Providence has sent me,” said Mrs. Thorndyke.

She was sitting on the veranda at Acacia Point, in the grateful shade of
the red-and-white striped awnings,

Lily and Mrs. Hilton were engaged in their usual oceupation of listening
to the family oracle.

_“ What new form will your enjoyment take 7" asked Lily. ¢ The place
is in good order, you have got the horses you wanted, the family diamonds
have been handed over to you. 1What raore do you want?"

‘“ Ah, those diamonds! That was a bold stroke ; but they are going to
propitiatc the enemy.”

Jessica smiled complacently down at her own shapely hands, which were
ringless, save for one plain gold bard.

““ How ?"” asked Lily, with interest.

_“Diamonds have conciliating qualities sccond only to money. I am
going to send the biggest pin in the box to—Augusta Westalow 1"

“ Beauty, you are very deep.”

“You are very shallow if you don't sec that the pooi woman deserves
something for having left me in peace.”

#That I can't understand,” said Mrs. Hilton, “ unless some influence
has been brought to bear.”

“TIt has. Paul Lorrimer, now my first cousin by marriage, has been
persuading her to leave me in the enjoyment of my ill-gotten gains. And
now he writes to me asking if he may come to make my acquaintance; and
I must say he writes a2 most fascinating hand. Look here.”

Jessica drew a letter from her pocket and showed the envelope to Lily.
It was addressed in a very even, angular hangd, remarkably clear and legible,
and rather feminine 1n its delicacy. .

¢ Listen to the note,"” said Jessica, and read as follows:

My DEAR MRs. THOKNDYKE,—

“ You must excuse my boldness in writing to you. My only claim on
your attention is the fact that poor Theodore and L grew up together, and
that we were deeply attached to cach other.  As you see, therefore, I am
naturally very anxious to make the acquaintance of one who was so dear to
my dead cousin. Will you consider it an obtrusive impertinence if I ask

ermission to call upon you at Acacia Point? I knew the place very well
in my boyhood, and should enjoy seeing it again.
“Yours faithfully,
“ PauL LORRIMER.”

« Thero, what Jdo you think of that? Isn't he kind, considenng that the
¢ old place’ ought to be his ?" asked Jessica.

“So that is how you are going to enjoy yourself, by having Mr. Lorrimer
up to stay ?” asked Lily.

«What elsc can Ido? Do you suppose that all :hat love for Theodore
was evolved from his inner consciousness to do duty on this melancholy
occasion ?"

« ] dare say," said Mrs. Hilton. * Men are so false.”

« 1 thought it was women who had that reputation, mamma. Well, there
can be no harm iu asking one’s own cousin up to one’s own place.”

“ Tt will bave a giddy look,” said Lily, ¢ especially 1f he should chance to
be young and good-looking.”

“ He 15 both,” said Jessica, “ and I shall go at once aud write to ask him
to spend Sunday here.” .o

By this time the family had established themselves at Acacia Point and
felt thoroughly at home. ~ Mrs. Hilton took entire charge of the houschold
and, now that there were sufficient means at her command, her talent for
housckeeping came out in its proper light. )

The whole place was charming : not large, but extremely fortunate in its
situation. The point of land on which the house was built jutted out
beyond the railroad, which ran through a cutting behind it, spanned by a
brnidge which led directly to the place.

In the distance this thickly-wooded bit of the shore lay on the water like
a picce of green moss flung out on the nver.  The lawn sloped down to the
water, and at onc place there was a_huge boulder on which the ainiest of

. summerthouses was built, a slight bridge connccting it with the mainland.
i The house 1tself was of granite, with a great many gables and buw-windows

and wide verandas. It was covered with wistana, which in May draped it
beautifully with pendent grape-like clusters of lilac blossoms.  On one side
of the housc was an opcn space of smooth fresh turf, where Mrs Thorndyke
had ordered two tenmis-courts marked out, and all around this space grew
datk copper beeches, brilliant pinkish-parple Judas-trecs, and the stately
acacias which had suggested the name of the point.

Well out of sight behind here were the stable, boat-houses, and a good
deal of glass for raising grapes and nectarines.

It was altogether a place which no onc would be sorry to own, and on
the Saturday morning when Paul Losrimer arrived, afieran absence of many
years, it losked and smelt like Paradise. He had been met at the statior:
by a low well-appointed victoria, with t¥o men on the box dressed in the
decpeat mourntng livery. ‘

“ She knows how to spend money,” he reflected, with 2 comprehensive
glance which took in the points of the gray cobs. . .

He had an cdd sort of feeling that this carriage in which be was suting
2o0d this place to which he was going ought to be his. L

He was dressed accurately all in black, and he looked distiuguished and
interesting.  As he drove over the bridge, o train thundered bencath it The
gray cobs quivered, but behaved admirably - All along the approach 0 the
house, the grass had been ieft lung, and it was s arred with buuercups and
daisy.buds. In a wecek or twn 1t woutd be as whito asa aew fall of soow.
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ARMY & NAVY DEPOT.

James S—&—tt & Co.

WHOLESALE & RI'TATL

Grocers & Wine Merchants,

117 and 118 GRANVILLE STREET,

Offor for Sale in Bond or Duty Paid:

330 cases Old Brandy
238 ¢ Scotch and leish Whiskey
170 Hodana Lin

73 Piymouth and Old Tom Gin
400 doz. Port and Sherry
300 cases Claret

60 ¢ Hoazk and Mosclle

100 dos. Ale and fPortes, pts. & qts.
100 cases Champagne

—ALSO -
Angostura, Urange, and John Bull BI'T"1 ERS.

A Full Line of GROCERIES always
on hand.

DELANEY & MERRILL,

DENTISTS,
87 Hollis Street, Halifax, N. 8.

All operations in Dentistry thuroughly per-
formed ‘Teeth and Roots usually sacrificed
to tho forceps restored and ade useful by
tbe_application of Artificial Crowns, thus
avoiding a plate in the mouth.

Whole or_partial Setts of Teeth Mounted
un Gold or Vuleanite with caso and comfort
to tho wearer.

TAYLOR

NEW STYLE
Double Tongue and Groove
Yireproof

SAFES.

Patentees and Sole Manufacturers,

J. & J.TAYLQOR,

17 & 119 Front St. East,
TORONTO.

Cursrxy, Ont., June 12, 1868

MESSRS. J. & J. TAYLOR, Toronta:

Gentienen,— My store was butaed here on the
oth inst., and a No. 8§ 3afe which 1 purchased from
you a few years 250 came out N1, not even the
paint on snside doot being blistered 1 may add
the door has & nou-conducting flanze on i, and
also an air chambder 1n 3t. which 1 am convinted
adds much 10 it fireresisting quality.

Yours truly,

D MONTGOMERY.

ROBT. STANFORD,

MERGHANT TAILOR,
15¢ HOLLIS STREET.

HALIFAX,
ALL GARMENTS MADE in the LEADIRG STYLES.

PRICES MODERATE.

82.70

Will buy a Watch that will
go and keep good time,

W, Bannistams

Importer and Retail Dealer in

WATCHES,
CLOCKS,
JEWELRTY,

Spectacles, Plated Ware !

——

136 Granville Street,
HALIFAX, N. S.

.]:olhx I.::._—g-t;':-x:tt.on’.;?-
MOUTH HARMONICAS.

“Capt, Jenks* **Pinafore®®
*Mascot * “Tony Pastor’

| 'W&ﬂ’im

[ ".'“". =

John 1. Stratton’s
| ROYAL HARMONICAS.

rThe finest Mouth Harmanicas posidle to tmake

“Duchess - Romgin “Empress’
s Prinzestn™ 8 Ctana **Golden
DarorTEn & WHOLESALK DRALER 1N ALL KINDS ©0

Harmonicas and General
MUSIOAL MERCHANDISE,

19 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YCRK.

7.A. LEAMAN & CO.

SUCCES3ONS To -
FPAaADER BROS.

Wholesalo and Retail Dealers in

Meats of all descriptions, Poultry,
Vegetables, Butter, Eggs, &c.

A LSO

Manufacturers of Canned Goods, Bolognas, &c.

Rikliest mnarket prices allowed on consign-
menta of tirsteclass Country Prods ce.

Hotel Keepers and others in places with
us available warkets, will find it to their
adiartage o patrenize us, as we keep alarge
stack constavtly on hard and have ever
facility for excenting orders. i

S e @——

LONDON DRUG STORE,
147 Hollis Street,
J. GODFREY SMITH,

DISPENSING CHEMID),
Iroprnietes. Ageut for

Laurance’s Axis-Cut Pebble Spectacles and
Eye Glasses.

In Steck, the creat cure of Neuralgia
**Eau Anti-Nevralgique,” Chironic cares yield
to its curative cffects.

Alsn inSt ek, aline of FANCY hUUDS,
Dressing Cases, Tailet Sets, in Plush, Lea-
ther, &c

MOIR, -SON & C.O.
MAMMOTH WORKS

MANUFACTURERS vt

Bread,
Biscuit,
Confectivnery,
FruitSyrups, cte., ctc.

Salesroom—128,130and 1324rgyle Street

HALIFAX, N. S.



