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THE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.

T'hin department of Tix Critic is devoted exclusively to the interests of the Farmer
in the Maritinie I’rovinces, C'ontributions upon Agricuftural topics, or that in any way
relate to Farm life, are cordially fuvited, = Newsy notes of Farmers' gatheriugas or
Grange meetings will he promptly inserted,  Farmern wiver and daughters ghonld wnnke
this departiwent in TH Crirvic o mediuia for the exchange of ideas on such wattems an
more directly affect them

.

Wuex Favt Praxmiza 18 Best.— Ede. Country Gentlemtan—The ques-
tion of full planting of trees periodically occupies the columns of the lending
agricultural and horticultura) juurnals , and Juring the early fall months no
question is oftenor asked by purchasers of trees than, ¢ Do you recommend
fall planting 1 Tho answers, “ no” and *¢ yes,” may both be applicable if
%(he situation and condition of the soil whero the trees are to bo planted are

nowu,

On soils imperfectly drined, in which an ovor-abundanca of water
temaing from the time our sutumn rains fall until the first of May, then I
wonld say ““ no” leave your plantiug alone until spring. Do tho tree ever so
carefully lifted, there are a good many mutiluted roots , thesn broken roots,
if the #oil in which they are placed is in good cundition, will callus and be
in a suitable stute for making a new growth on the first approach of warmth
in the soil in spring. If, however, too much moisturo is present in the eoil,
instead cf forming a callus, it blackens and decays back tu thie main root.

The same holds true iu the trausplanting or repotting of greenhouse
plants. Take roses, for inetance. Remove a good, thrifty plant fiom a
small to a larger pot, thon keep the soil soaked with water, and the reotlets
will soon decay, while if, after recoiving a good watering ufter the operation
of potting has been finished, the soil is kept dump without any approach to
saturation, the broken ends of the reots will soon heal over and emit stroug,
healthy, fleshy uew tout~. Under cerlain conditions a tiee ean be trans-
planted at any sessoun of the year.

In the early part of last August, in building some new greenhouses, a
fine, strong, healthy tree of cut-leaved maple was in the way and had to be
removed. I accordingly cut back tho immature shoots, and cut off, not
pulled, the most of the remaining foliage, then carefully preserved 1l the
roots possible, and replanted in another placo, watered woll, and the tree is
now in excellent condition. 1t has formed new roots, aud put out a fow
short shoots, just suflicient to help mature the roots.

My reason for cutting off, instead of pulling off, the leaves was to
prevent all dacger of 1ko stiipping process adopted by many nurserymeon in
order that they may ship trces and ehrubs early in the fall, many wounds
aro made, especially if tho leaves are iu a healthy, vigorous condition ; these
wounds often doing an irreparable injury to the tree. If tho leaves are
matured 1 would bave no objection tu stripping off the leaves, butif ina
growing state I consider it a considerable injury to take thom off.

On all well drained soils, eithor natural or artificial, and where the trees
to be planted aro well matured, I prefer fall planting ; the trees get sattled
in their pcsition, and aro ready lo commence rvot-growth before spring-
planted trees are moved, and if a dry time occurs during May or June they
stand it better than tho spring planted ones, especially the late-planted ones.

One point I would impress upon tree-planters—to pack the soil closely
around the roots—if shoveled in on top of the roots and the feot used to
pack the soil, a grect many empty spaces are left around the root . which
prevent the production of new ones, and leave the old in a coudition to
essily dry up. 1 gonerally use in filling up these cwpty spaces a short,
round stick abqut an inch or s0 in diameter ; put the soil in in small quan-
tities, and.pack firmly under, above and all around every root, leaving no
possibility for uny air spaces, nor any root in & condition to die from lack
of moisture. —M. Milton in N. Y. Culticator and Country Gentlemun

Tue Henvock Srauce—Anies CaNapensis —The loudon Gurden sayz
that among the conifers, the hemlock spruce stands out as conspiculously
from the rest in point of graceful growth as the weeping willow does amonyg
deciduous trees, and that it is not too much to say that the hemlock is the
most bexutiful of all the spruces. DBut it must be seen in health and vigor,
and not be placed in a wind-cxposed place, or in a wet, undrained soil.
Some persons who have secen it in this country growing in dense wuods
only, and moro or less distorted for want of space, aro not aware of the
araceful form the trees will arsume if allowed ruum for the branches to
expand in all directions, with their partly drooping shape, and the rich
green of the foliage at all seasons of the year. Onoe of its highcst merits is
its freedom from the stiffness and formality of inany other conifars.

Rures ror KinrLixg WEEDS.—Weeds are of three kinds, namely—I.
Annuals, which depend cutirely on seeds for increase and growth ; 2. Bion-
nials, which bear seed the second yesr and then die; 3. Porennials, which
continue indefinitely, and increase by seeds and by spreading and running
roots. To clear the land of aunuals aud biennials, tho seed must ot b
allowed to ripen, and the soil must be stirred over znd over till all the
hidden seeds aro started and the plants are destroyed. Amoug annual
and biennial wecds are mg-weed, pig-weed, chess or cheat, wild mustard
and many more. Among perennials aro ox eyo daisy, plartain, johnswort,
and others which do not sprexd by creeping roots, snd Canada thistle,
quack-grass, milk-weed, and others, which have creeping roots and spread
by them indefinitely. Tho easiest way to kill these and all percnuials
weeds is to smothar them, cither by continued clean cultivation, by summer-
fallow, or by choking them by means of luxuriant shading crops.

Aox or Arrre TRees.—Western orchardists have remarked that apple
trees do not last moro than twenty or thirty yoearsin the Wostern States.
Charles Tonbnorstatod, in an address before the Missouri Horticultural Socicty,

that thero woro several causos for this brief period of their existence, amoug
which weroe poor soil, want of drainage, overbearing, growing in stift sod,
no manure, and want of moisture in severe droughts. Accidental causes
wero stated {o be horers, mico, rabbits, cattle, sheop, heavy praning, &c.
‘I'hete is 1'0 question that trees, hoth East und West, would live longor with
proper manuring. We have scon old trees standing in gardens, wheio thoy
recoived more or less annnal cultivation and fertilizing, which were still
bearing flne crops at sixty years of age, whilo neglected orchards in tho
neighborhood of the same had half the branches dead, and they had aearly
consed to bear. In ouo instance a tree of the Fall Orange wae supposed by
the vwner to bo nearly dead at sixty years, a large portion of the tup
conisting of dead limabs. But a new owner pruncd out tho dead portions,
and liberally top dressed the ground for a rod on each side. New lifo was
impartod, and 1t gave sixteon bushels of fine fruit in 4 singlo yvar. -N. Y.
Country Gentleman,

One of the most valuable agricultural oxchanges wo have the privilege of
receiving is tho Farmer's Advocate and Home Maguzine, (360 Richmond
St., London, Ont.) Besides practical agriculturism, it embraces articles
fraught with tho highest, and, at the same time, the most practical, con-
siderations of 1onlity. It has also the advantago of good illustrations,
which wo cannot reproduce. Many valuable quotations are unavailable tu
us on account of this inability, tho articles illustrated necossarily losing their
forco of demonstration whon deprived cf the aid of ocular presentation.
Space, (or the want of it,) precludes ovur noticing at prosont several most
suggestivo urticles in the September numbor, but more than one of them are
of a naturo 1o invite a ‘more lengthened notice, which we hope shortly to be
able to give to tham,

Keep your tovls free from rust and dust; clean them every night after
work, before putting them away. During the timo they are not in uso
goud oiling will prevent rust from forming on them. Imploments well
taken care of last much longer than those that are left wherever last used,
and it is much casier and more satisfactory to work with clean, bright, well
kopt tools and implements.— Farmer's Advocate.

OUR COSY CORNER.

Poplum effects, wodified by advanced tastes, are seenr upea sonie of the
latest Paris dresses,

Correspondence cards aro used as mattors of cauvenionco, although they
are much less fashionable than heretofore. The newest have a slightly
rough, parchment finish, or a linen finish like the linon papor. Another
stylo has ragged edges, and the onvelopes mateh.

A critical philosopher once stated that he could tell tho tasts and habits
of a lady, if ho could know exactly tho stationery she had purchased and
used for two years previvus to the dato of his opinion  De that as it may,
there is a great deal of charactor in the material a lady uses whea she desires
to express her thoughts in writing to her friends.

Many devices aro used to ornament the heading of the sheet of paper,
Tho name and address, the monogram, the vame of the country housein
the season, tho lodge or gate to the grouuds, a crost or other heraldic
amblem may bo used. Some of these designs are highly ornamentil, and
when done by artists in their profession are especially attractive.

Plsin, clegant stationery is decidedly the most appropriate for the use of
.. gentlewoman, indeed, is ona of the most conspicous marks of refinement.
The cccuntricities of fagshion make very little if any differonce in her
selections, and all * high novelties” iu tho way of glsrivg color or design
aro carefully avoided. Exceptious to this rulo are, however, made in the

caso of young ladies, for whom there is always something novel and pretty
provided.

Marcus Ward's linen paper is always suitable und lady-like, aud is used
by many persons, both ladies and gentlomen, to tho exclusion of all uther
styles and qualities. Thore sro novelties in olegant, plain surfaced paper
with water-lines in various fanciful shapes, the most desitabls being a series
of lance-shaped bars set so as to form syuares, and tho waterlined crosshat
is again in favor. Especially atiractive also is the papor with a surfice
resembling linen cloth. It is furnished iu light and heavy weights.

Ono of the most dolicato and trying of the detsils of correspondence is
the uso of sealing-wax, which has beon revived to a very general extont.
Caro must bo taken that the wax is not too hot, or it will blister and lose its
adhesive qualities, or burn holes in tho paper. Hold it just near enough to
the taper to allow it to become quite soft, and when it scoms ready to drop,
touch the end of tho stick of wax to the papor and turn it quickly, letving
a quantity just sufficient to cover tho surface of tho seal slightly heated,
indesd this is absolutely necessary if the wax is atlowed to hotome cool.
Only practico can give tho dextrous haudling necassary to this procass.

Thero are various ahades und colors used in scaling-wsax, and among
young ladies cach shado is said to have a certaju significance. Whilois
used for weddings; black, drab and purple are mourniug; lavende
is condolenco ; dinner invitations are sealed with chocolate color; ble
dcnotes constancy , green expresses hatred ; vormilion siguifies bLusiness,
ruby or cardinal denutes the most ardent love; light ruby or roseis
affectionate remembranco ; palo greon is innoconce ; yollow indicates jealousy;
yollow greon «ignifies disappointment and grief; dark brown, melancholy
and roservo.  Young ladies ofton adhore strigtly to these significations, and

much amusement is afforded thoroby.



