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the merchant sailor o submit Limself to
strict di«cipline and severo privati ms, And
this powertul inducement we shall he‘unable
to offer 60 long as wa allow our enemy to
send his goods unmolested across tho sas
teeaune n neutal ag eavers his morchandise,
On all theso grounds, therelore, it will bo
well for us, ero wo find ourselves involved
in hostilitics, to abrogato the Declaration of
Duris, o declaration never legally binding
beoause nover ralified.  An enemny will bo.
woro, bow ho offends us when he sees that
wo are resolved to nvail oursclves to the
utwmost of our maritime strength?

We havo to thank T. D. Surtivay, Esq.,
Asgiatant Socretary and Librarian of the
“#Rayal United Service Institution,' for n
copy of the very valuable lecture, entitled
s Another Warning Voice froms 18035,” by
Mojor General Tt B, Cortirsox, R. B, with
whogso ** Warning Voice from the Spanish
Armadg," our 1e-ders aro familiar.

1t is not our intention to review this tec-
ture for the reascn that as an historical illus-
tration of u very exciting crises in tho history
of tho British race, ns well a8 an exposition
of folley of subjecting the Military and Nival
Institutions of the Bmpire to the ciprice of
more party exegiencios, and the danger of
allowing parliam -ntry intermeddling there-
with, the lecure would be suro to suffer in
the operation—we, therefore, commence ite
publicaiion in another page for the benefit
of our readers, who will be better ablo to
appreciato the drift of tho gallant lecturer’s
argument fiom the unmutilated document,

Wi have frequently had occasion to place
before our would Le army seformoss, the
evils of the *ballot,” or conscription, and
how heavily such a course would tell ou the
poor man—a lecture delivered by un officer
of the Royal Eungineers, beforn the Royal
United Scrvice Institution or Jih March,
sets this question at rest, and - hov s that the
Sereice roust compete with the lnbor market
if 1ho State wants soldiers.

“Captain J. C. Ardagh, IL.E , read a paper
st the United Service Institution on the 30th
wlt., on *The comparative cost of the araies
of different nations, und the lossto a country
by conscription.” Tho chuir was occugned
by Licutenant General Sir Lintorn Siuunouns,
K.C.B. (luspector General of Fortificutions),
who was accotnpanied by the Prince Imper-
ial.

“The Lecturer said that, on ronsidering
tho comparative cost of lifterent armies, the
tirst question to decide ns a prelinunary step
to the investigatiop, wus the stancdard ol
ceuiparison, and here at the oulsot was to be
encountcred a difficulty. No two countries
kept thejr budget accounts on the sume
systeta, and none gave complete information
réf;a:dm,g the cost of their army in an access-
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with 118. per head, which excess was mainly |
due to the reorganivation. Tho proportion
of revenua spent on Lthoe nrmy varied in dif
ferent countries from 13 per cent. in Italy to
2l per cent. in Germwy., The nv age
number under arms diflered between ox-
ceedingly wido limits, for while Americy had
only 24,000, Ruasia had 675.000 men. In
Franco therp was one man under arms for
every 82 persons of population, iu Germany
one in 98, [tuly ono in 124, Russia one m 127,
and Austrid ono in 150. England followed
with one in 212, but if tho 63 000 regnlar
troops employed in Iudia wero reckoned wa

sons of population, or much the ssme num-
ber as Austrin, The Americin proportion
was only one 1,500, Then with regard to the
cost per head of the aymage forco under
arms in time of peace, the lowest cost ap-
peared in Russiu and Italy, at £37ond £ 8
per man  Three great European l'owers
wero at substautially the samo amount—
France standing at £43 and Germany and
Austria cach £45. In England tho amount
was more than double, it being £93 per head,
whilo in America it rose to the cnormus
figuro of £278 per man, It was sinkingly
apparent that when every allowanco had
been made for tho costhiness of tho neces-
saries and the luxuries of life in England
and the United States, the fornes raised in
those countries by voluntry enlistment wero
piore expensive by far—judging by the esti.
mates—than the armies of consenpts raised
by tho great European Powers ; nod the con-
clusion was that if the remuncration offered
to the Auglo-Saxon soldier in the opon labor
market was u fair one, that which the con

scripts were compelled to sccept was inade-
quate, aud the balaace which was withheld
trom them, although it did novappewr on
any budget or estimate, was 2 virtual tax en
the country. About one-thirtieth of the
population was about the maximum force
which the great ilitary Yowers could place
under arms in time of war, while we had mn
Ensland and the colouies (excej & India) 331,-
000 uvailable men, or one in 96 of the popu-
lation of the United Kingdom. In mkng
a comparison it wus seen that voluntury
recruiting was apparently expensive fordms .
rica and Epgland paid very much more for
their rank and Sie than the countries whero
universal liability to military seivico was in
force, But the econoiny of conscription was
not real, for if a soldier was worth £40 per
annum in the open market and only £20 was
given to him, he w.is consequently robbed of
Ius time and labor to the extent of the £20
withheld, and an additional tax was imposcud
on the State by the exaction of that aunual
sud¥ from every soldier employed, instead of
this being distributed over the population
generally by an equitable system of tixation.
I'he money loss to a country by the system
of conscription was enormous, but no pecu

niary expression could represent the full
smount of jndividual suffering aed public
inconvenience which resulted from so ¢x

tensive and vivlent a dislocation of the lubor
matket, Conscription viewed in any aspect
was & costly injustice, and the fewer the men
required in proportion to those liibla the
greater was tho unfurness to the unfortu

bind ovo man under arts for overy 148 per- °
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in his villago when ho was wanted for his
term of military zervice. Such & practico
could never be cirrled out in Englind, and
it would bo found profersble to pay a large
amount {o men who voluvtatily enlisted
rather than compel them to join tho sorvice
as conseripts,  Thio proceedings concluded
with 2 vora of thanks to Ciptain Ardah for
tha paper ho had contributed.”
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Tut fullowing notice of a novelly in Artils
lery construction i3 tken from Broud Arrow
of 8th April,

If the arrangement described ¢in ram a
ghot Zieane, it wwill cruse o rov lution in artils
lery, and bo particularly applicablo to the
munster pting,

“A muzleloading guv, in which the
mmipul dion requirel for tho operation of
loading, snall be cirried out and through tho
Lreoch, is certuinly a paradox, snd yot such
is the essentiil feature of wn invention about
to Lo applied experimentally by the Ameri-

ccan Government to a 15" Rodman gun.

When the gun is 1o bo loaded, a small plat

form tises up ju fiont of tho : uzzle, Lewing
a truck, on which are placed the p.ojectite,
cartrilge, and wal, The cartridgo is piorced
by a hole running lengthways throughit,and
there is nlso an aperture in the wad and in
the hese of the projectile.  In the breech of
tho gun there is n corresponding hole.
Through this the rammer is entered from
the rear, is pushed up the bore of the gun,
through the whote in (he wad aud cartridgo,
tho head of tho stafFbsing formed so that by
a slight turn it attaches iteelf firmly to the
projectile. ‘T'hio ramuer being then with-
drawn, drags afterit into the chamber of the
piceo the projectile eartridge and wad. The
aperture 1n the breech, only ma-le of suffi -
cient s1z0 1o admit tho stafl] is then closod
by a screw. ‘T'ho advantages claimed for the
invention are: cconomy of time—since, as
tho elevation of the piece need not bo altor-
ed for loading, the operauions of charging
and laying the gun may be carried on sim

ultancously, —scecurity from the danger n-
curred by the prenmsature explosion of the
churge, and also dtminished exposure of the
men cngaged in loading,”

Ix anather page will be foun i a golution
of an historical problem of some interest,
the reason * Why LiNcoLy was assassinated’?
was alsays a puzzle—till this arlicle appear
ed—and while letting in a flood of light on
the sivage judicial murders that closed tho
war between North and South, exhibits tho
Sige of Auburn as a blood-thirsty vulgar
tyrant.

The man who could send a *‘prisoner to
Fort Lifeyette by pulling our bell cord, and
to tho Dry Tortugss by pulling another,"
may boa very fit representation of a Free
demoeraey, but Hible to indulgoe his likings
and dislikings without any regard to law or

decency, in a manper far more befitlings

13016 forns, . However, from reliable statistics
v ralned, Captain. Ardagh said that bo could,
Y« dividing the army eslimates of aitferert
s LzLantiies-by the population, state with tot-
f A s0lo accuracy tho cost of the army per
e o220 of populntidn,  America stood at 4s,
¥¥ Yor.licad, but this emall amount was simply
! accennted for by the iasiynificant force

% mnintained by-that conntiy, Russis, Austria,
L nd Haly élocd aL.Gs, per bead, England and
-3 purmany b 95, and France beaded the list

nates who were drawn, A discussion follow. fierce Roman Emperor than tho servant of
ed the reading ot the paper, in tho course of ' free people.  We now know the reason why
which Lord Waveuey uflered some intorest: ! Sonpyrr was not brousht to trial and other
ing statistics with regard to the condition of + . : ) e

the Italian urmy. General Sir W, Cod.ngton | -'te matters.
sn&d that l\xv“h rcgnrdllo coanscription ho con - s———
stdered that it was the tnost expensive and ) 9 A
unjust system that could be adol:)tcd by uny b u.“l frioir of Lho 2t f\pr.xl, gives ho
puton, and not only was the conscript Lim- | following paragrapl, by which it would ap:
sei kept in viow, but his family was made} pear that tho English War Department was
answerab’e for the man being forthcoming | in earnest in the atterspt to utilise the aux
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