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THE LESSONS OF THE FRANCO-GER-
+ MAN. WAR.

(Co'ntluuod from page 193.)

It is not long ago since a very abls lecture
was given from this place by a very clever
man, Mr. Vernon [larcourt. who rather
laughed at military men for suggesting the
extraordinary developments which should
place this country in a sitution to be invaded,
But e, not the history of those 100 days
sbow that the military men were not 80 far
wrong, and that the past, from which alone
we can judge the future, points to the mili:
tary rather than the civilian conclusion. It
would be quite foreign to the scope of these
remarks to do more than generally indicate
how such an event could happen. Bat any
one who looks'at a map of the world, and

sees the vast extent of country shaded red, -

or British territory, and thinks that the
whole of that great empirchas to be defend-
ed, may easily conceive how the absence of
the English regular Army may throw the
defence of the country on her Militia and
Volunteers. We are told this is‘‘impos-
sible,”” but this would have been exactly
the answer all Frenchmen would have made
if, at the beginning ot July, 1870, they hed
been told in fourteen weeks Fmance must
trust her honour, her safety, her position,
and her wealth, to her untrained Mobile. 1
therefore say that such aconungency cannot
Le ignored, and that every Volunteer, every
Militin officer, must remembuer that some
day he may be called on to cemmand his
meun in presence of veteian tronpa; and led
him rewember thit the greatestg tlintry,the
most noble devotion, wili nut then compen-
sate for lack of knowledge.

I havo already said that there is 1 strong
tendencr, in every profession, to vun in
grooves -3 despise outgide opinions, to con
sider that wisdom can be fouud ncwhere
but in a magic circle of a few experts We
all know how this feeling acts 1n producing
trades unions, and we know how naturally
this feelingis fostered by those unions,
Nuw, in Prussia, I belicve such feclings exist
quite as. much as they doin this country.
But, in the Army, they ave not to be found.
beouse the fundamental principle of univer
sal military service bands all the t.lent of
the country to ons ot ject, directs allthe in
tellect of the country to one aim. There
can be no jenlousy ol a profession where all
meet together cn the one common standing
ground of universal military servive. Aud
this is the great value of that iustitution.

In every profession there are a vast num-
ber of questions which can be best decided
not by s knowledzo of techuicalities
not by a knowledge of details, but by com-
mon sens», guided by extensive general in-
formation, and a olear appreciation of what
the object in view really 1s.

In nixny cases a man 8o endowed will give
you a better opinion on the general bearing-
of a question than the mere expert. Asan
instance, [ may quote the apinion expressed
by Stephenson about the Su~z Canal, Step-
henson and zll lus tamily were riilway
engineers; they had succeeded the race ol
canal engineers, who, headed by Brindley,
had made most of our inland navigation,
and had impressed on the workman who ex
oavates earth the name he now bears, “‘navy,”’
from navigator. Stephenson’s mind ran in
a railway groove; all his life he had main-
tained the railway against the canal, and he
could not appreciate the value of any other
mode of communication. He failed to ap
preciate—great man, great engineer, as he
most undoubtedly was—he failed to appre~
ciate the value and feasibility of the Sues

Canmal. A worse engineer, & man who.

knew less of railways,” more of general ques-
tions, would have taken’a-different view.
Such is very often the position of men who
are experts. -

In Europe there were many armies with
great traditions and histories, great schools
and colleges, where war, and all the sciences
embraced in that word, were worthily taught
and carefully studied. But, gentlemen, who
tirst adopted the breech-loader? Was it the
Austrian, the Russian, the Frenchman,or the
wechanical Englishman? No; it was the
Prussian, and he would have never done so
were it not, as I have already said, that the
Prussian Army contained all the talent of
the country, wias above prejudice, above
tradition, above that precedent which does
a wrong thing because it has been done
before, Lut refuses todo right things ber
cause it has not been done before. Now here
see one of the great advantages of the non-
professional, irregular soldier. konk at
what the military state of this country was
fifteen years ago; look at 1t now. How
many minds have been devoted to military
subjects during those fifteen years, minds
free from previous bias, minds, in short,
which have brought geaneral kuowledge and
information to bear on military subjects,
have started theories and ideas,many absurd
I grant you, but many containing valuable
anJ useful matter, and the arguments, dis-
putes, and conversations, that have followed
the consideration of these theories, have
compelled th= people of this country to
turn their attention to military matters
This iy the great boon, the priceless boon
that we owe to the Voluntecer mowement.
And it i3 one that all military men acknow-
ledge.

1 have referred to Mr. Vernon Harcourt's
lecture in this Institution; itis a good in-
stance of what [ mean. Would he have
ever undertaken the tsk of proving invasion
impossible if 1the Volunteers had not proved
that the feeling of the country, with that
‘common eense which usnally distinguishes
Englishmen, had not declared such « thing
W b possible ?

\We wmust follow the lead of other Powera.
All n.uons adopted rfled field artillery, be
cause they largely helped France to conquer
Austria, All nations adopted breech loaders,
because they helped Prussia to conquer
Denmark and Auvstria.  And, eventually, we
must come to universal military service, be-
ctuse other Powers have adopted that most
tormidable of all weapons. .

When a future historian writes,he will say,
that 1f Jena forced universal service on
Prussia ;- it Sidowa compelled Austria to
relax Ler barriers, arm, and trust her
people; it Sed.n, Metz, Paris, the losg of
wwo Provinees, and 200 millions sterling,
compelled France to place all her youth in
the ranks of her Army, it was the Volunteer
movement that gradually paved the way for
a similar result in this country. Now, some
body m.y say to me, yon are ndvocating
what you have just deprecated, you are pro-
posing to copy Prussia. and adopt her in-
stitutions which will not suit this country.
But [ am doing no such thing. Universal
military service is neither Prusssian, French,
or Austrian, it is the first bond that links
men together in societies,fand what is more,
universal, compulsory service for hume defence,
is the statute law of this country.

There is another point of view from which
we learn much from the recent war. It has
demonstrated the necessity of many auxi-
hary services in an army, seryices of the
greatest value, yet those for which the
fighting men must not be deminished.

These auxiliary services of the -
greatest jmportance; they are often over -
looked. People are far oo apt to suppose
that war consists in a series of fights, but
really for one day’s fighting there are many
of marching, when the eafety of the Army
way be o,omfx:omiaed,not for want of courage,
'want of skill in fighting, but for want of in-
formation, want of food, B :

We all know the o} fable of the lior -
going te war, accompani -3 by the camel, the
ass, anc} the hare. Wiy take nll these to
war? eaid the fox. .ocause I want the
camel to carry the plunder, the ass to
trumpet, and the hare to run mesaages.
Now the lion was not only a brave soldier,
but he was a good orgaizer—he himself, as
best qualified, did the fighling,” while the
zghex-s, each, according to his gifts, helped

im,

Now we had a most excellont lucturs io
this Institution from my ‘rend C .innel
Wood, on the subject of Mounted Riflxnen,
which is precisely one of the auxiiiary services
I alluded to. I should he 80rry to gee one
single regiment of mounted rifisinen jn our
regular Army ; for this reason. We havea
House of Commons that give ¢o much esch
year forthe Army. If a regiment of mouvated
rxﬂes'be raised, it will be raised only bya re-
duction of -the infantry or cavalry, ‘Lhe
amount of money annu:lly voted wil onlv
gwe acertain humber of men. You can't
get the money increas: i, and you cin only
get such a usefu] auxiliary as mountad rifle-
men by a reduction of other arms. And
this system has been going on'for some time.
Special services and special corps bave been
added to the Army, but as thoy are ex-
pensive, too often th: wrddition is made at
the cost of the infantry aud civaliv—the .
main stay of the whole machine. k

Thesa services are un-foubtedly valuable. =
But we must be careful that the Arwmy does -
not entirely dissolve itself inlo' an army -
of epecial services. And Iwas very glad
to. hear (olonel Wood's proposal to con
vert yoemanry into mounted rifl:s, which':
wounl:d givea most valuable foroe, without™:
tonching our back-bone—the infantry o

When we remember that the recent wart
proves that 90 per cent. of the kiiled and’™
wounded, are killed or wounded. not by
artillery, not by bayonet: or swords, hut by”
rifle bullets, and thai tbis same iniautry
loses 17 per cent. of its numbers in killed
wnd wounded, the other braunches. artillery,
cavalry,and engineers,losing but 6 per cent. .
it makes one very chary of reducing the .
infantry by one man for any auxiliary "ser-
vice. Yet these services must exist, an
forming them without reducing the regular -
army—which would be ‘the case if Parlia- -
went were applied to—appears Lo offorad -
immense field to the valuable exertions of
Volunteers and Yeomanry. ~Let us see ho¥ |
in the two countries, Piussia aud France:.;:
these services were provided. A1 these :
services, such as telegraphs, post offices: .
elappen, railways, bearers ot the sick, &
are in Prussia provided for by volunteerf :
from the Landwebr, 1n France, the?
were provided only by robbing the -
battalions of men, and reduacing the num"ef -
of men who could pull a trigger, Thus th® ¢
French army corps never showed on pyrad® -
anyting like their proper strength; the -
Prussians invariably did. This is no triflied
matter, but one of great an:l vital im-':
portance. Nothing is more curinus than $¢
look at the returns which show the etnploy~.
ment of a large body of solldiers— the pum. .

ber on parade seems sosmall compared with 3

the total force, yet go oneby one througs;
the employed men and the ocasualties, 884




