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MODERN WVAR.-REMARKS 0F ABLE
OFFICERS.

SUD-i.is.T. SIUIEnTUS.

(Coilcitcnlcd froml"Paqe. 160.)

1'lic-Cierîunni tiont nttaec aas usually cent-
lirnae'l avit i an ttickc in flutnlc made by a
turnng ninveinent. 1IL lins yet te lie sen
wlîolbîr stiehl tnetic!,,nsii ore Lhia atratcgv
or Urne saine cinul. %vilI succeed agninst a wecll
lraincdl enenay %vite inalceq n vigorous couin.
te'r attack ; but Lhey aaere vcry successtul
%al enncouniteîod oniy by troops standing
pnssia'oly on il e deternîsive. T1'le turning
irnovement for flie fltink nttack makes tho
ntutncking lino oxceedingly iveakc, and gives
filne enny n tavourablo chnnce te rnaet it :
in tact, a great supu'rierity or force, avîricl on
niest occasioans tlic Gernians lard, is <lac truc
justification oftîris systena.

-It is soir evident tlint avîren eue ni-Miy se
u'onipletoly surrounds another tbo uttackiug
lino miust'havaery tiain in nanv places. Ac-
coruiing te aid nuies the boat %,;.av et
meecting sucla a move ivould bo by a
vi-'ereus attack vitla a concenirateil
nanas upon saie point et the neeessaatiiy tblin
and cxteîaded Une of tîrn oncmy.

lue Frendch lntantry generafly rcccived
tîre German attack bebiaul fid entrencla-
monts ; and tbough tlaey destroyed the eno
Mny in throusands. threy fru'quently alloived
tîrnmacîvea Le ho Luracd. made lie resolute
couniter attacks, and ended by abaadoîaing
the grotiid.

la rnrpitc ottflic draavwbaoks (ctitsed by tile
riroet ouloera smalnl arma) thre French naighit
hrave tried the efl'cct of nia attack upon a
peint oftîre lino avîicla ias sîrrouuding tbemn.
But their tacties tvere eutirely deficient in
the offenasive elenacut on a large scale, l'y
wvlicb, %vithi inreaior naumbers; caen, you m.ay
gain gre'at adlvantages ir you aire iii a posi-
tion te milako rapid concenatrations and ail
vrnces on decisivo peints. Partial cmunter
aittaclis on isolatoîl positions et a biatlo fielit
sucia as the Frenchi made lrequently. andl
ivitb greît bri'very at Sedanc.an .nly liravo a
inneotary oll'ci.

he Gornian lt.itry, arlien on theo dotien.
,ive, did tiet open tirer tii! tue eniny %Tas
%rithain 3 or nt thc outsido 400 paices.

Aun atteimpt te bré~alc tiaroughi inyestiug
liniaavita niytlaiiîg likie a mmc-- army is a
maLter oftcxtraerdinary ditflculty ; trne cise
is quite dhll'orc'uu froua tlaat et a garrison os
capiug frein a fort'efss; nid the proverh)
1,tille investi est ville perdau," is more than

over nplliczabiu ini modern irar.
IL is a very diflYcult matter te aly fortia

froni a fui tress evecu a'uitiist unfortifleul posi
tienas. fur' Lte invcstimi terce bas this great
advztnnge. ttint tue bensiegod can nover talce
it in fluaitc, Llngtlarmselves surrounded hy
tlae position et tue besiegers. They must,
treoore. attaqck the later in frcntto whlricb
the brechl lader opposes great dillicuhties.
besidles avlicim,to deîiloy cozisiderable masses
et troops aniong thie uvorks et a place, -ane! te
make thim ileioucla frein ils gates rc'quirea
mucli tintae aîad a ,rent po-xer et aeuvr-
1 ug

A plant wiiicb ia destinedl te enveiop an'!
ovcrtlirowv the emery both in frnont ind an
belli flanks carin ho only undert-iken îrnb a
numerically superiar force, and even brii
cen only ho carried out by leaders %vi- ciii
roiy ou the puncturnl execution by rail parties
et thecir suture iu tue compiicated diespesi.
long.

2lana efthLis so.t t havo frcqurently been
proposeul in former iars, but havo ievor

boon exccuted as tbey %vara lu tîrn Inte camn
paigu ; tlîoy nover can succod oxcopt, %vitla
portectiy fammed ndu dise! plinod traops un-
der officient and dîstînguislbcd leaders, a fact
wvirich bans been ecearly provod by bistary.

The frequent failuros et concontrnc cent.
Mande forîîaerly led te the opinion îlaatuc
operations arere altogother unadvisable.Tlie
danger te tfilo nggrossoi' is cei'Lainiy very
great. Even iftonlv oiao part et the arrmy
Machane slaould lait ln peori its sinîn iii
tlaoi geuneral plan. 'l'lae linos on whlicla then
several divisions et tue terce manda aire ail
coiivergaagm, ana ouiy intersoct ecdi otrî ir.
a point tîrn pesion~i of ahîieî tlaey aiuist
8lrivL. tar; tlae danger lies in tlao possibiliiy
et tiac sepanato parts et flao atlackcing foret-
being fahlen upon and doeted an do Liii.

It isvcry apparent tla.at abei tue nireli
takes plaîce against an enerny, the saverai
divisions et tîrn colurn caînuet move li ini.
niediato sequeccoanc close belurnid the
otlaor, ns iu lIant case any maislaap te
tic laend et the colunin iveuld tlarov
tlîa wlaole into disorder. An advanced guard
tieon slaould boselecteul, wlaich in tbe larger
divisions sbould ceasist et difféent rira.
and possess suticiont intrnsic sehidity anul
indopendonce te laeld uts eliva it attaciced by
flac rnaeuay, until timec is affordoit for tlae
rest et tlao colunan te d1mw nit.

Iu order that Lhe avîrolo body shaeuld flot
have te fom up on acceunt et cvery tintait
bady ofet becnmy, but should ho perniitturd

te pursue ils match undisturbed, it is se ar
rnngod tîmat the Main body siarulil fallowv the
advanced guard ut a cortain distance. A
iwide distance, tlieicoaao, betiveen the ard
vanced guard and the rosi of the treops,
slaould always ho iaaiaitiad .

Il[Tho questina noav is. avîretirnr tîrere simoulul
ho and coînsiderable dlistace hetyeen otîmer

PortLions « tLise troepis-sii as betveen tlae
manin body3 and tîrn resera'e, wliuclai once mis
die ruile.

'J'ln ta le'ader li bitile requiros a re.Qervo
up te, tlao monaiant nilien lae %vili ho otlilrged
te omploy i, la self evident ; ail tre lis on
giged, aire at the best oîaly conditioually in
tîre lanus et tic superior conmmand, and go'
nerally net mît al, and a leader lias enlv se
fan i porvading irnfuence, as lie lins oiosely
tormed bodtes of' treops ai. bis disposition, or
undcritaids li te torm sucla Irodies te
nec'. the sevral crises oft.le ila.No action
aliould ho enitvred int, %vithlot a roservo.
But aahy a resecmva sliould lio dotaclad orn a
lino ert iiircr is net easily te ho scen. A
niarcla a'sera'e is net quito requisite, and it
battla rosei've eîaly aaleia tite figît cemiaea-
ces.
Militaiy naomnaclatrnte bas boere gene a stop

too fuir. L.et us only for a momtent consider
%vita. the idea o! a resorve cemprebepnda. 111
treops, se long as theyl arc ni engiaged in thec

figut, are the rcserv.cs of thuc C/i kf Conmmad.
Up te tuis tinan iL lias been tae custemn te

lay deown as a rule, foir a line et narch, eue.
quarter et tîrn force advanced Suard a nc.
hlfiinain body i eue quarter. a'eserve.
Wlaea a battie commences. no eue possibly
enu kuoiv avîellier trne adlvanmced guard avili
sutbicc te carry au. tlrougb, or aviietlaer the
Insu. man ivill ho requirod.

'rie dvanc±d Guard oneas tha, tîglat, tic
roat etf<lac troops are-its reservos-, froua
avlrnch as narlny mon are supplieut tas are re.
quîred. Wlay tlacn sheund threre be arny
otlaer dîstribution ?

On, as a considerablo sejmnatien wiLb
gratitem distances inczessary within the
masses et troopa îhenaselves? lu. vouldem*.
tninlii net ho advantagoous in action it a part
et thel wheo vere to arriveolialt an fleur later
than is necessary.

This condition is shown vrien, for oraîn.
ple,on ano o a amnroi of a corps d'arinec as
resorvo is sopiratect and is permittoui to, fol
kwv the Lait or tho column nt a mile dis.
Lance.

For tlic lino of marrch, of course, intervais
iustexist, in order flint the wvbole May inot

ho affectodl by toniporary impedimrents, but
nover oftsuch oxtent, ns 1,000 or 2,500 paces~
it, is quite sulficient to, fix ns a raie,sliort dis
t-t ces betwecn the sev oral bodies of' troop!i
inicloae order. Undoubtedly we maust pie
ture te ourselvos tiant thesa distnecs are
tienre, iii arder te be lest undor circumnstan
ces, and Mien tlarse occur it requires tituei
tei t.'rnco tlremulp narin correctly.

Th'lus sepirating a resorve fron tirn main
bec] on tlae nprdi appeirs te bu wvbolly useo

ia;tat w vli is usels is aise dangerous,
andi such a (langer undeniabIy lies in trne
distribution forrmorly iii use.

Evcry effort should ho tised te, mîintain
tlic original boinogeneity ef tho troois, aî
fornxed during pernce, that is, their order ef
battie as long as it is practicabie. 'Mho or
dor et mardi coninonly practised, operates
howvevcr, most dcidodly toivards destroying
Élis most nooessarytprinciple.

Addt te this, thatthe valu or e a stron g re
serve is greatly increased by the compara
tiveiy heavy loss within a shnrt time, in ac
tien ortbreccbi-loader against breecirloader.
Now. by the distribution of the force inte n
advanced guard, main body, and reserve,an-l
lollowing the prinoipl iotbringing into aeiinrn
tiieso divisions as unitoO as possible, ta lcad
er migbt be soduced into allewlng bis main
body te be cngagod ton soon, and iii tuai.
case ho wuuld have only about one fourth or
his torce-ihe strength or lais reserve-lefi.
nt bis disposition.

1 t appears aldvisable te prevont any artili
cial separation ef the unity ot a brietude, os*

P "c0i al(y at the nmoment et the faglî. rhis
may )eclone if the rule is laid clown, than
the Reglnients wbich brigades with the ad-
vanced guard shall always be placed nt flic
liend et the main body. ( in analogous fr-
mation may aise bo employed eitber iwutli
small or large d-visions et troops.)

WVo ba-ve Ilion this adivantage, thant tîre
first suppoertu et the engagcd advanced
guard is aiTorded by the nmaest, organizod
division belonging to the sante, anit the Bri-
gadier iii en.îbled te dispose et his voie
united brigade in file battie, and the Gene.
ratl et the division lins a se much titrenger
body in close order as a reserve.

Further, a formation eft iis kind lias this
adyantage-that if called on suddeiy taj
form, a neW advanced gu ir~a for example, or
if obliged hurriedly te change direction, the
second brigade is net broken up

The verb il comnand er a superior officer,
givon direct te, trne persan cencernied, is the
surest methoil ofimparting orders.

Aise te verbal trsnsmission et orders
tbrnougla .Adjutants, ornderly officers, &o., hs
son-etimes a tvisable, but euly whon tho or
der is short and positive, e. g. the Brigade
iill tako up ils inarch throughi X te Y ; ir
nytbing furthrer ia te ho explaineçi with re-
gard te genoral purpeses, erotlier celunans,
&o.. a ivritten order as always proferablo.

The subordinatc leader slsoul be made et
feéctly wdtl aequiainlcd sciE/ all that the o2~:e
lit cornnia:d kuîows coneeraiag the encmy sojar
as ii relates Io the objci in vi.cw.

Thc puirport of/an order, i. e. w/ual thec obj cci
iof it is, should aiso bcxplained.

Bu t care sbould bo taken net te go tee
far. Certarnnly lu. is very interesting for the
treops te kuow bow their botLer informed
lead(er lookso tuifie wbelestate ef afl'airs,bunt
this leader bris te digest and ponder ovor ail
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