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The wintor of 1873-4 has passed sadly
cenough., The Canadian peoplo were full of
misgivings. Tho Russo-French combination
against Prussia . . resulted in tho evacu.
tion of tho Rhenish provinces, and although
the German nation were confident of tho ul-
timate rosult, yet Austria’s undofined posi-
tion causgd somo suxisty. The rovolt in
Indis had assumed formidable proportions;
but the mutineers wero everywhero held in
check by our Forces. In Egypt tho Ebedive
aftor sustaining o series of dofeats from tho
Turkish army had obtained such assistanco
in money and arms from tho Americans,
(under tho pretext that it was a war of inde-
pendonce) as to enable him to turn tho
tide of war, nnd in turn to press the Turk
ish Troops. Early in the spring of 187isa
naval victory gavo the Russians the posses-
sion of the Baltic, and preparations ona
large scalo were made for tho invasion of
Prussia from tho north; grown careless by
succoss, or perhaps with the intontion of
drawing England into tho contost, the in-
tegrity of Bolgium was violated, and a con-
flict occarred between a portion of the
French Troops, and the Belgian Frontior
Guard, Tho Radical Goverament of Eng-
land having been defeated on the Washing.
fonTreaty, had given placo to a conserva-
tivo administration, and the new Govern.
Lnent, without hesitation, demanded from
France an amende for the act. In this re
monstrance England was joined by Eolland,

After somodelay, this wasrefused, on somo
trivial pretoxt ; and another violation occur-
ing, (they say secrolly provoked by Prussia)
iwith the overhauling of an English steamer
Yn tho Moditerrancan by a Russian frigato;

ogland declared war, and sont an army
into Belgium to co operata with tho Belgians
and Dutch, Simultancously with England’s
{declaration of War, Russia took possession
of the Blacksea, and invaded Turkey, This

coossitated sending an army to the assist-
co of tho Sultar and the King of Italy,
hohad long o'.afed at being out of the
fight, again declared himsolf England’s ally.

The Yankees profiting by theiradage *that
LEongland’s embarrassment was America’s
opportunity ' sent out a number of priva.
toors, ostonsibly under French colors, but
in roality leaving American ports, and armed
and manned by Americans, Ono of theso
being captured by an English gun-boat,
and it having been proved that its papers
wore forged, that it lhad not touched ata
Frenchpost,and thatits officors and crew were
all Amoricans or Irish, the captain, pilot,
und threo seamen were hanged at the yard
arnl as pirates. This caused a remonstrance
from tho U. S. Government; but the Eng.
lish Government while depracating the zeal
of their officer, refused to apologise. Upon
this the U. S. Government declared war on
the Tth of Juno 1374. TPending the nogotia-
tions, which resulted in war being declared,
the Tmperial Government secretly advised
tho Dominion Government that arrange-
ments waro in progress by which Independ-
enco conld be granted to Canada, thusab.
solving Lier from the necessity of boaring the
brunt of the war. Whilo this was discuss.
ing, tho arrogance of the United States Gov-
ernmentsurpassod its discretion, and they
loudly announced their intention of occupy-
ing Canada, independent or otherwise. This
fired the spirit of tho Canadian people; and
with tho exception of & mercantile clique in
Montreal, and a fow scatlered sympathizers
through the country, they boldly announced
their intention of retaining their British
connection, and abiding the consequence.
Britain's other colonies did nobly also. Aus-
tralia sent 25,000 volunteers to India, and
5,000 men went from the Cape of Good
Hope and Natal to the same place; thus
giving the disposal of the bulk of the army
to tho British Government for other pur-
poses. Ireland too, finding thero was a
chanco of fighling clsewhere, gavo up doing
soat home. All the line Regiments wero
full; and many Militis, and some Voluuteer
re,.ments had volunteered for foreign ser-
vice. Butit is not with this, that I have to
do; we Canadians Apeedily found somo-
thing at home to occupy us; and after the
distractling anxicties, and depression of
trado, for wo past nine months, the aclivity
of preparation for war was almost a reliel

Thorix weoks hiatus betweon thediploma.
tic correspondonce and tho declaration of
war, had not beon lost ; and on ascertaining
our position England nobly seconded our
efforts. \Vith a well devised policy 10,000
men, consisting principally of tho Regiments
that had Inst been in tho colony, were sent
as under tho command of a Lieutenant.
General and {wo Major-Generals, A Major-
General was appointed, with a suitable staff,
to the command of thomaritime Provinces.

As regards ourlocal Forces ; the thorough
organization inaugurated in 1871 had bLeon
carried out. The Voluntoers in the severl
districts had been brigaded, and were fur!
nished with Brigado and Division stafts.

Each Division had beenrondered indepen-
dent in the matter of camp equipago and
field equipmont. A transport servico had
been organizod, and arrangements perfected
for the carringe either of troops or provi.
sions. Tho artillery had been considerably
augmented, and by a lengthened period of
drill, and the training effectedin the schools
of Gunuery, were fairly eflicient. The pro-
portions of cavalry (or mounted riflerien)
and infantry, had boen adjusted; to cach
Division. Proparations had been made for
tho establishment of a manufaclory for
small arm3 ammunition, but, unfortunately,
this had been too long delayed, and the ax-
rangsments wero not completod. But so
far the organization of the small Canadian
army was complele, and indeed by aliberal
system of rewards for good conduct and
marksmanship, exemptions from civil duties
and a grant of lacd for continued good ser-
vice; tho scveral corps were filled with
hardy and enorgelic young men, enthusias.
tic in their profssion, and looked upon with
pride as the National Guard of the country

Theso changes had been brought sbout part
ly by an aiterationin the Militia Law,making
tho Activo Militin the constitutional force of
the country, in which overy ablo bodied man
was obligod to serve, imposing o direct tax
upon those not actually serving; and partly
by tho liboral grants made for the purpose
by the Dominion Legislature, upon whom
tho shadow of war had exercised the samo
cftect in loosing tho purse-strings ns in for.
mer years; and with whom no present sub-



