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THE ENCHANTED 18LE.

The driftiog years have brouglht me to
An sland in the sea of time,

With ahores rosembling naught 1 knew,
1n any former age or clime.

in old romance I heard of ft,—
Perchance { saw it in my drcams,

As olouds that thro’ the moovulight nit,
Give'phautoms to our waklug dreains,

Howaover, "tis 2 wondrous islg, 3

With muny a quaint and oloudy hight.
That blushes ever at the smile

Uf morntng through the vatle of night.

Along tho vatloys rivers gllde
Beneath the walls of castles grand,
That are uot homeos for homeless pride,
Norwere they bullt by human band.

The marble steps aud pillored walle
Were planued in ages long ago,

Whon old maglcians jn such halix
Ruled genil from the world below.

But they huve long since passed away
And other beings take thelr place,—

Defying death and eke docay,—
Percnnial in youth and grace.

And there aro gardens filied with tlow'ts,
Wheze palpitating odors move,

And groves thut cluster {uto bow'rs

" O'er leafy couches made forlovo,

Al, humun hearts ! how well it were,
If ye could meet fn place like this,

When'er your deepest fountains stir,
Responsive to the clinging kiss.

- And there arce forests dark and high
Of trees that tell the strapgest tales
That ere weretold benenth the sky,
Or lstened 1o by heedless gales.

‘The eavorns, deep in mountains old,
Arc filled with treasures, raro and vast,
And diamonds heaped on floorsof gold
By gnopies in the forgotten past.

A castlo stands upon a hill,
Whose lofty rooms contain a store
Of volumes, where 1learn at wiil
The mysteries of maglc lore.

And there, upon alofty seat,

1s placed the Queen of &1l this isle,—
A swcet enchantress, at whose feet

I rest amd 1lve within hier smile.

The sad misfortune of my birth
Compels me oft to ieave her side,

Bccauted I am & thing of earth,
Unto the s008 of men allied.

Yor mo she sings the swceetest sougs.
On me thelr happinessconfers,
Whatover elsc to carth belongs,
The world of love and dreams are hers.
CARROLL RYAS.
Qttawa, March, 168,

VAVAL OPERATIONS
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WAR OF 1812-14.

Cuarter XIIL

The city of Baltimore stands at the head
of lthe bay or inlet of the Patapsco river aud
distant from its confluence with the Ches
apeak about 14 miles, it contained at this
potiod 50,000 inhabitants; it is nearly sur-
rounded by detached hills, one of which, the
(‘lmkapm bill situated on its Eastern side,
commands tho city and the approach to it
by land from the Chesapeak. The approach
by water is defonded by Fort McHeary situ-
ated at thedistanco of tvo miles from the city
upon the point of the peninsula that forms
the South side of the bay which is scarcely a
guarier of o mils wide at the entrance. The
Patapsco is not navigablo for vessels draw
ing.moro than 18 fest of water, and just in.
sido the harbor is a bar with only 14 feet of
water ; it is distant from Washington but 35
miles, and the capture of that city caused
greut consternation in Baltimore, as it was
expected the British troops would march
over land and attack tho city at its only as
sailable point; it is a striking illustration of
the total want of plan on the part of the
British Commanding Officers that this was
notattempted, especially s it was'nearer by
a march than Benedict, and the troops could
be embarked at Baltimore with as great or
greater facility, it would havo capitulated
on the appearance of the British Army as it
did not coniain a military or naval force
capable of offering any resistance, the fleet
could bave oasily cOoperated, but all those
advantages were lost through the indecisioa
of tho British General.

The evacuation of Washington and hurried
retreat consequent thereon restored the con-
fidence of the American commanders in
Baltimore who forthwith commenced to de-
fend it on the land side by a chsin of palis-

"aded redoubts connectod with breastworks
and covered by deep ditches in front, for:

already the American Military Engineors af-
fected those entrenchid positions which be-
came so marked a feature of their strategy
in the recent war between tho Northern and

Southern States—works were thrown up and
guns mounted at overy available point—the
Jura frigate of 60 guns and two new sloops
of war of 22 guns each, the Erie and Ontario
were cquipping in the harbor— thero were
also several gunboats armed with a long
French 36 pounder cach beside a carronade
and several privatsarmed vessels, the troops
in garvison numbering 16,500 men twere re.
inforced by the seamen and marines of Com-
modore Rogers, Coptains Perry and Porter,
released by the destruction of their various
squadrons and vessels.

On the 10th, 11th and 12th September the
troops landed at North Point numbering al-
togother 3,270 men of all arme, and irxmedi-
ately moved forward te the attack of the
city of Baltimore. A squadron of frigates,
sloops and bomb vessels moved up the Pa.
tapsco to bombard Fort McHenry. On ar-
riving at & line of intrenchment and abattis
thrown up betwoen Black River and Hum-
phries Creek on the Patapsco, about three
miles from the place of landing, some oppo-
sition was expected, but the United States
dragoons and riflemen posted there retreat-
ed without firing & shot. About two miles
from the intrenchments the road being
flanked by thick woods they encountored a
division of artillery, infantry and cavalry
numbering 370 men, a sharp skirmish ensu-
ed the Americans fell back most of them
taking to the woods. General Ross and
Rear Admiral Cockburn who were with the
advance of some 50 or 60 men when this took
place consulted together for 2 moment when
the former saying :—*Ill return and order
up the light companies”—proceeded salone
to execute this mission—=a few minutes af-
terwards ha fell mortally wounded by a shot
from a rifleman ensconced in a tree. Colonel
Brooke of the 44th Regt. now took the com-
mand, and about two miles farther on cnme
in sight of the American army drawn up with
siz pieces of artillery and a body of cavalry
numbering in the whole 4,500 men and
backed in case of retreat by 8,000 more sup-
ported by heavy batteries; a brisk adlion
ensuad which ended in the United States
troops being driven headlong from the ficld
by the bayonet with « lesy of two pieces of



