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MATERIAL FROM ENGLISH LITERATURE

ILLUSTRATIVE v¥ THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHuul, LESSONS.

THE DAY OF JUDG.
JUDAS

1. THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY. 1L
MENT I THE LAST SUPPER.
1Y FIObFssoit MYRA BEVNOLDY, FILD
The Unaversaty o f Gl agor
1. 74 Zroumphal Entry.~ Seo Jean lagelow's poem, ¢ Palm
Nuuday.”
‘They spread theit garmeunts beneath His foet,
And atrew’d green palms on the rock-hewn way :
* tireat Son of David,” in gmting aweet,
** Blessed art Thou,” they did sing and sa@ ;
‘“Hosanna!"’

1.7, when He marked from the mount’s descent
Brautiful Salein in all her pride,
I ader the olives He weeping went,
\While bearing their palma her childrea cried,
**Hosaana!"

Maourner and Monarch, Thy tears are dry ;
But the song of the palms shall ne’er be o'er,
For the multitudes yet following cry,
As the multitudes gons on bLefore,
“*losapna!®

11, The Day of Judgment. —1a this lesson is given the test which
in to be used as a basis for the tinal separation of men into two
clasaes, the good and the evil. ‘I'he Llessed ones, those who are to
inherit the kingdom, have served their feillow-men in the spirit of
Christ  Thoss who ate classed with the devil and his angels are
those who have failed in such service. This is the anderlyiog
thought of Lowell's The Search. Nature and the world fsiled to
disclose Carist to the earnest secker. Evenm the forms of the cbhurch,
prized more than Christ's living heart, had become but as veils to
conceal lum from men. AL last, however, dear Love cams and
pointed to {reah-trodden prints cf bare and bleeding feet.

l.ave looked me in the face and spake no words,
But atraight 1 knew those footpriats were the Lord's.
1 followed where they led,
Aod in a hovel rude,
\With nanght to tence the weather from His head,
The King I sought for meekly atood ;
A paked, hungry child
Clung roand His jous knee,
And a poor hunted slave looked up aod amiled
To bLless tho amile that set him free;

1 koelt and wept : my Christ no more 1 seek.
111s throne is with the outcast and the weak.

In A4 Paralle Lowell gives renewed emphasis to the faith that
shows 1teelf in deeds of love to the poor and the outcest. Christ is
representod as vimiling the estth to see how his brethren be-
lieve in Him. Chief priests, rulers, and kings greet the Mighty
Oneo with pompand state. Groat organs pour forth julilsat floods
of prane, and everywbere Hia own image is set vp {.r worship.
Rut Christ scea that men cate mors for form and doctriae than for
His real spurit of love toward the needy. e reproaches them
sharply :

** Hlave ye founded your thrones and altars, then,
t1a the hodios and souls of liviag men®
And think ye that building shall endure
Which shelters the noble and crushes the poor?

*« With gates of silver and bars of gold
Y o have fenced iy sheep from their Father's fold ;
1 have heard the dropping of their toars
1n heaven these 2ighteen hundred years.”

* O, Lor? and Master, not ours the guilt,
We build but as our fathers buile ;
Hehold thine images how they atand,
Novereign and aole through all our land.”

Then Christ sought out an artisan.

A low-browed, 1tuoted, hsggard man,
Jod a motheilese gitl, whose fingers thin
1"oshed from her faintly want and sin.

Thoae set he 10 the midet of them,

And as they drew back their garment hem,

For fear of defilement, * Lo, here,” said Ile,
** The images e have made of Me! ™

Mre. Browniog's The Ury of the Ciildren embodics a pathelic
proleat against the :ahumanity of employing youog children inthe
mines aod mulls, and againat the fulility and bypocrisy of trying to
teach these mlserable little ones of the love of God:

Thev anawer, ** Who is God that He should hear us,
Wile the rushiag of the iron wheels is stirred ?

The Presbyterian Review

When we sob aloud, the human creatures near us
P’ass by, hearing not, or anawer not a word.

. . - ° .

Is it likely God, with angele -in;iing round Him,
Hears our weeping any more?!"

Swinburne's Before a Crucitix in a hopeless and bitterly strong
srraigoment of the fear, the lust, the greed of gain, that have
sheltered themselves under the phantom of a Christless cross. He
sbhors ** the Christian creeds that spit on Christ,” and can seo in
the Chiriatinnity of his day no traoce of the Christ *‘ that llved, loved,
wrought, and died ” {for man.

For the other zide of the picture see Whittler's St. Uregory's
Guest, closing with the stavzas:

Still, wherever pity ehares
Its bread with sorrow, want, and sin,
4nd love the beggar's foast prepares,
The uninvited Gueat comes in.

Unkeard, because our ears are dull,
Unbseen, becauss our eyes are dim,

He walks our earth the Wonderful,
And s} good deede ace done to Him.

In Whittier's By Thewr Works we have another phute of this
genersl theme aimply cxpresed :

Call him not heretic whoee worla attest
Hisfaith in goodness by no creed confessed.
Whatever ia love’s name is truly done
To free the bound aud lift the fallen one
Isdone to Christ. Whoeo in deed and word
Is not againat Him labors for our Lord.

The love to man which Christ so strongly enjoined upon liis
diaciples was, at its best, but the faintest reflex of God's love to
man. This thought fiads expression ia thie stanza by John Byrom :

\What is more tender than a mother's love
‘To the aweet infant fondling in hes arms ?

What arguments need her compassion move
To hear its cries, and help it in ite harms?

Now, if the tenderest mother were possessed
OFf all the love within her single breast

Of all the mothers since the wotld began,
*‘I'is nothing to the love of God to mau.

111. Z'he Last Supper. Judas.—la thislesson we have a twofold
outlook. Judas represents the malignity and hypocrisy which not
even Chriat can alter or subdue. The Sapper commemorates the
higheat example of love to men, and is sanctified by the holiest pos-
sible commaunion of hearts high-sorrowful with love and the ashadow
of spproachiog death. Ia its extremest form we have again pre-
seated the world.old antitheais between love and bate. Various
phases of this theme have found exproseion in Jiterature. Thelong-
ing of man for that full communion with God of which the Supper
stands as thes permanent symbol 1s the underlying thought in
Tennysou's Fir Galakad, We foel in this poem the purity, the
exaltation, of the soul *‘all whoee love is drawn above.” Evenon
earth he breathes the air of heavea, the pure lilies of paradise with
odors haunt his dreamn, great hopes are his, fear is cast out, the
organ-barmonies of the other worid are in his ears, and he pasees
through life fed by clear dream and solemn vision. A second part
of the general theme bas to do with the practical working out of
the love that gives the {rast its siguificance. Most of the poems
referred to under **The Day of Judgment™ would be cqually
applioable here. Jowell's poetry is permeated with the thought
that no man truly keeps the 1ivine law whose life is not ruled by
the Christian spirit of love to inan.

Ia The Vision of Sir I aunfal the splendid young koight in his
faming armor goes forth to search for the lloly Grail, the symbol of
Chriat, but Le loathoea the foul leper, and, s Jong as the2 is in his
heart selfiah desire for personal sriritus) aggrandizement or acorn of
auy living thiog, this searck is in vain. 1t is only when be can say
to the leper,

*'I bebold in thes
Aa image of Him who died on the tree ;
Thou, aleo, haat bad thy crown of thorna~—
Thou, aleo, heat had the world's buflets and scorne —
Aud 1o thy life were not denied
The wounds in the hands and {eet aud side:
Mild Mary's Son, acknowledge me;
Behold, through Him, I give to thee! "™

Itisomly whea he shares hislast crost with ths borrible creature he
had once despised that the glorified vision of the Sonof Men appears
to him. And the voios that way sofler than silenos said:

** Lo, itis I; be not afraid!
ln many climes, without avail,
Thou hest speut thy lile for the Holy Grail;
Bshold, it is bere—this cop which thou




