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A Psalm of Life,
Writlen for the Review.

At tho beginning of this poem we notice tho words ¢¢ What the
hoart of the young man esid to tho Paalmist.,” Wo ask oursolves
the Juestions ** Who is the Paslmist and who is the young man.”

When tho pootm wss first published innumerable disputes aroso
throughout tho Unitod States as to who was meant by the
* Taalmist "’ and by tho * Young Man,” In order to settle tho
question somo gentlemen went to Mr. Longfellow fcr au explana.
tion. Upon being asked the question he replied,  You are the
young man, 1 a1 the young man, every peraon in tho United States
is tho young man.”

Mr. Laongfellow bad probably been reading Ecclesiastes and
fouuded his poem on tho words of the Preacher, ** I havo scen all
tho works that are done under tho sun ; and, behold, all is vanity
and vexation of apirit.” In *‘all tho woiks” he certainly must
include the creation of man.

Lat us talle man’s spiritual aature for the young man, and
Ecolosiastes for tho Paalmiat.

The young man's spiritual nature crica out in passionate
entreaty to tho Paalmist to beseech him not to tell him $hat life is
vanity.

¢ For tho soul is dead that slumbers,
Aud things are not what they seem.”

In Mr. Thomas Grey’s ** Ellegy in 8 Country Charoh yard,” we

notico '
¢ Chill penury reprossed their noble rage,
And K'ozo the genial current of the soul.”

In this case it was Penury which made tho soulsalumber. Bat
in Mr. Longfollow’s poem it was the lack of interest in the respon-
sibilities of life. When we allow our souls to slumber we do not
ace things as they reslly are. Wo may see & beautiful painting,
but we take no ivtorsst in it. We can make lifo (both for otherg
and ourselves) a beautiful, almost idesl scene.

Our lives do not end with death, and our destinationsis not the
geavo or joy, or sorrow, hut we must try to be more perfeot each
day.

Lives of men who have sccomplished somethiog in tbis world
romind us that we can make our lives noble apd help some poor
friondless person to make his life noble.

Lot ua livo to do good, to bo good and t0 accomplish soms pur-
pose. Lot us live to help God’s canse on this earth. If God did
not mean us to do good and live for a purpose, then why did Christ
say, *‘By their works ye shall know them?”

Brighten The Prayer Meeting.

Wo grieve that the young people and tho unconverted do not
oftener attend our prayer meotings. Bat is thero not & cause? Are
not our meetings often too melancholy ?

In many meotings tho troubles of the church or the trials of
individuals are too much cmphasized. Listencrswonld supposo
that o great deal of unhappiness comesfromreligion. Qar troubles
should bo laid at the feet of Jeaus and not mado tho substanco of
long, drawn-out speeches that throw a tomber shade over the
prayer meeting.

Thben toc many of our prayers and testimonics are stercotyped.
1t is stra-go that wo always seem especaally interested in *“the
sick and tho afilicted, the poor and the ncedy™ in our prayers,
particularly as wo do so littlo for them,  Is it necessary to always
ask for tho same thing in tho samo words? Do we not want some
froesh blossings? And bave we not some new gifts for which to
be grateful? Tnen why not vary our testimonios a little?  Suzely
our religion and oor life have many phaccs for us to present.

Again, do wo not too often hurk tho meeting by preaching to
ono agother? We can little help our erring brethren. by lecturing
thom in prayer mooting. A kind, private admonition may reach
tho heart, but personal thrusta in tho devotional mesting separate
bretbren. .

Brighten the prayer meeting by joyfol and loving testimonies,
bricf prayers for felt needs, short, varied and cocouraging remarks,
and lively singing. Praiso yo tho Lord.

The Decipline Of Uncertainty.

Thoro 13 ample opportunity for tho testing of ebaracter and the
trying of principle alopg the ordinary routes of lifo’s journey.
Ways with which we aro familiar, tho crooks and turns of wbich
aro matters of experience, are not thelesadifficult on that socount.
We know the heights of the bills and tke ruggedness of the road,

- and our knowledge does not lower the grade noramooth the course.
But when wo arccalled to go forth, not knowing whither, when
tho contingencies of uncertainty perplex us, thesirain 3n faith and
oourags is much greater.

The Pre:byteriin Reviow.

It is easfor ¢ to bear thota ills wo havo, than to fly to othees
that we kaow pot of.” Yot this discipline we may not cacape.
Our great Teacher knows that our faith neods education—when tho
mists envelop us, and tho way out is not discornible, Wo may
fear as we entor the cloud, yot we must go forward, Military
expeditions aro often sent forth uadoer sealed orders. It is mot
deemed best ot hendquarters to divulge the object and the purposo
of tho undertaking. Secrecy is part of tho polioy which organires
and cquips tho force. Xor tho uoldier thore is nothing but faith in
authority, and obedience to it.

‘“Thoirs not toreazon why,
Theira bud to do and die.”

Tho analogy holds good in Christian oxporionce. This bard-
negs, the hardness of uncertainty, of apprehonsion and doubt, must
be endored by thoss who would prove themselves good soldiers of
Josus Christ, Coneecration 18 pot speoific and elective. Obe-
dience is not qualified. Horoic faith must bo the condition of
entrance upon untried ways. **\Who is among you that feareth
tho Lord, that obsysth tho voloe of His servant, that walketh in
darknesy, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of tho
Lord, aud stay upon his God.”

Looks into Bceoks.

Tue Coyprrerg PrEacHER.—Yow York and Toronto, Fuuk &
Ylegnalls,

I hate books 80 tightly bound that they will not lie open—the
10af evorlastingly eacapes my negligent fingers and Ilosethe place.
Here is & ponderous volumo of 1,000 pages, and it liea open beauti-
fully anywhere and :“\rhs my cquanimity. The type is
good but the pape unk Wagnall nover do give good
paper. Itisa pity that a firm which has dono so much for the
ciroulation of good, healthy, cheap literature. never deals in the
fine toned pages of the English publishers. Thought printed on
paper of infarior quality seemstobe emasculated. Thisisa volume
of sermons—or rather three volumes bound in one. Some claim
that sermons are upprofitable reading—and they nover read them.
Thoy are quite mistaken. Somo of the fineat things in the English
or auy other langusge are found in the homilies of the groat
Preachers. For intellectual and moral stimulus give me a sermon
from Frederick W. Robertson, or R. W. Dale, or Josoph Parker,
or Theodor Christlieb, or Alexander MacLaren. By the way I am
surprised to find in this ocollection, taken from between fifty and
sixty of the most eminent preachers of the century, MacLaren is
not represented. Ccrtain it is that many amaller men are hereand
few greater. But it is not necessary to be a small man in order to
be smaller than MacLaren, There arc fow amall men represented
here, and it goss without saying that these aro not their smallest
sermors. Some of them are historic, epoch-making, such as
Archdeacon Farrar's sermon on *¢ Eternal Punishment,” with
roplies by other eminent men. There is one admirable sermon by
Dr. Dabusy, on *¢ The Popular Arguments against Endless Punisk-
ment,” and another by Henry J. VanDske, on ‘¢ Why Christians
Belisve in the Doctrine of Future Everlasting Punishment.”

I wonder if the forty-five-minutes or hour scrmon will ever
come back to our pulpits again, of conrse they would necd to bo
strong, well olaborated and strongly dolivered, in order to dis-
place the large and growing element—properly called ontertain.
ment—in our Church tervices. What a benediction it would be,
to get back to simple worship purged of anthems, pulpits fumi-
gated, cleansed of the very odonr of claptrap thbemes, and have
such lofty Gospel pronouncements as theso enthrontd! Imagine
Liddon, or Dale, or Adolphe Monod, or Philip Brooks announcing
such paltry catch-panny toplos for pulpit porformances as appear
occasionally upon bnlletin-boards on Toronto’s streeta! Unimagin-
sble? The retarn of intellect—of depth and breadth of Scripture
interpretation and application--with generovs amplification—
regardless of time limits, is not hy any means impossible. We
rather believe it to be a cortainty, a necessity, when the ago of
deeper sympathies with truth, and larger unsclfishness dawnw,
Moen will seck to know tho deop things of God and in patience wait
tor Him.

The valas of & volumo of this kind depends on the taste and
discrimination of tho compiler. Thersare not manyscrmons from
any one man, and 80 it iz a procesa of selection. There are a few
pames that we did not expect to find in auch company. Perhaps
trade and denomipalional exigencies had somcthing to do with
thoir admirsion. Notwithstanding the volume is well worthhav-
ing wnd cannot Lo read without profit,

One of the most pitiful aights is to sce an old man, profecsing
faith {n the promises of God, and in possession of plenty-of-the
good things of this life, growings covetous and grasping as he
zoara the verge of the tomb,




