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ASSEMBLY SKETCHES.

Descriptive Notes of the City of St. John—The
Sabbath Services—The Hymnal Debate.
Special Correspondene.

Now that Viesbytenianiem has taken such a fiem hold on this
famous sea-port of Now Bruuswick, perhaps your readers might
few satmething of intercet in tho rambles of A Commissioner to tho
tieneral Assembly.  Here first permit mo to say that on all sides
are heard very favorable comments on the enterprise, gr ~eral get
up und charucter of the ** PursuyrknriaN Review ™ and cespecially
with last weok's issue containing tho opening services of thns
Generul Assembly.  St. Juhn has welcoted o the most cordiul
manner the representatives of the Presbytessan Church and nothing
seemns 100 good for u Co mmissioner. T’ 1 ¢ peoplo of St. John have n
just and well deserved pride in their city, but no people point out
tho beautics of their surroundings with moro modesty than they,
yeb *‘what do you think of St. John?” is an oft heard, oft
repeated question.  And one s glad that he can say St. John isa
Leautaful city.  When on all hands you are experienc ag a most
hospitablo welcomoe " v a warm:-hearted husdly people, it 12 a
gladdening thing to e able to conserve the truth and at the same
tune giatify the hearts and minds of your kind centertainers by the
honest asaurance thut you are not only pleased but delightod with
the beauty of their city. Of courso with that true pride which
every true peoplo have in their own home, they know it is beanti.
ful, but to be wholly satisfied they require that their guests be
also captivated as thoy are by its beauty, so that they too way
Lo at home while they sojourn here.  The beauty of St. Juhin does
not consist in uny pi spocimens of architectural beauty
or symmetey of its buildings public or private, though theseare
for the most part golid, substautial and comfortable looking. It
is well built, especially that portion which phamx like has risen
from the ashes of that great fire of the 20th June, 1877, a day that
will ever be memorablo in its history, when St. John hecame a
smoldering ruin.  The fire was a sad lossto St. Jehn, but the
heart of all Canada was touched, and as never before, our brethren
by thesca thon learnad how warm and true were the cords of
aympathy and love binding all the Canadian peaple into ono
indivisable whole.

The beauty of St. John then consists chicfly in sts situation,
and here on all sides natare has done 1ts part with no stinted hand.
The city proper 18 built on a peninsula of solid rock.  On the west
lies the beautiful river St. John, and the harbor, on the cast
Courtney Bay. On the west of the harbor in Carleton crested on
its top-most height with a martello tower of such ancient history
that my good fricads in St John could not tedl by whose hand it
had been crected. but from which on a fair day such a magnifi-
cent view is had of the heauties of laad and sea, nature and art,
embracing the whole of St. John anid its surroundir gs, that memory
will long linger over thix sceno of combined activity and restful
peace.  Looking down the harbor ono sees to the north Fort Howe,
Portland Heights and Mount Pleasant, on the west Lancaster
Heighta, Qut in the ocean lying across the mounth of the harbor
is Partidge Island,

St John appears to have a splendid harbor where ahips of
preatest burden can find safe anchorage. Every care scems to
have been taken to provide all necessary marine devices for aafe-
guarding the ships to and frem this port, and on a clear night the
harbor is a * thing of heauty ™ with its many colored lights and
signala.  As we saw 1t the soft beams of moonlight ever and anon
m fitful gleams ghinted over the gently undulating waves of the
tide as it receaded out to ocean, and greatly cnhanced the beauty
of tho scenc.  What onc misses most i St. Juhn s the beautiful
trees of our western cities, tho well kept lawns, the gardens,
squarcs aml parks, andin thisa great contrast is felt.  On Saturday
the Asscmbly was treated to a most cnjoyshlo sail of twenty-five
miles up the famoun river St John by tho courtesy of somo
members of the Board of Trade.  So that everything should e in
harmony and in kecping with the oceasion the ** Aberdeen® wax
sclected as the best and and most appropriate boat to bear so
many sous and daughters of Scotland, orof those clumng an
inaleniable henitage in all the glory of that land, on this delightful
trip. The St. John isa beautiful river, Lroad, swift and deep,
and passes through a country of cver varying acenery. Near St
Juhn city the chiffs on eithier side nise high up an rugged grandenr
and splendor and makes an cspecially beautiful sceno whero tho
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wators of tho river take their wild joyous leap or plunge over the
rocky gorge in their haste to join tho wators of old ocean.  As tho
journoy upwarde progresses the bold cliffa and frowning headlanda
gradually receed into distant hills, and waving forests arc tho
background to tho picture. Lovely islands dot tho watoer hero and
there, somo with cosy summer cottager nestling most invitingly
amid tho trees, others apparently in their primeval beauty silent
in their glory, and away up on the alopes on cither shoro arv scen
many pretty dwellings and farm houres.  The view from the
steamer is extended and very beautiful, the weary city man longing
for rest and relaxation can seoreely seck o more peaceful or restful
place in which to gmn strength and health.

On Saturday cvening tho I'resbyterian ndics of St. John held a
reception for the Assembly in the Mechanic's Hall.  Many if nut
all the Comumisioners were present aud enjoyed o very pleasant
evening.

On Sunday many of the pulpits of the city wero occupicd by
Presbyterian preschers. At St, Stephen's Dr. McCrae’s church,
Rev. My, Herridge, of Ottawa, preached an admirable sermon in
the morning on the theme *¢ Provide things honest in tho sight of
all men,” and in the same church in th. evening Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell delivered on the text, ** Inmy fathers house nre many

mansions,” a touching and impressive sermon, powerful in the’

intense earnestness with which thoe tzuth of the fathomless love of
the risen Lord was carried with conviction to the hearts of tho
Iarge congregation. ‘This scrmon was solemnly impressive and
doubtiess brought comfort to many a heart oppressed with carc
and bereavement.

‘The business of the Assembly has been carried on with great
earncstness wd closo npplication and much good work haa icen the
result. Perbaps no more important subject ongaged the attention
of the court than that of the hymuology as brought up by the
report of the Hymnal Committee, the chief iny ~est was taken in
that part of the roport which dealt withtho Psatimody. ‘Thereport
recommended that while the wholo 150 psaling should bo retained
in the * Book of Praise,” scloctions which had been carefully mado
of paalms and portions of psalns more commonly used in public
worship should also form a distinct part of the book. A very
carnest debate took place on this proposition which resulted in tho
recommendation of the Hymnal Committee being sustained by o
vote 136 to §9.

The great miasions of the Church reccived much attention, and
all the sessions of the Aasembly dealing with these and kindred
subjects wero largely attended by the Presbyterians of the caty, in
fact great interest was shown in all the deliberations which came
beforo the Assembly, proving that our peeple arc intensely inter-
ested in everything which concerns the working and prosperity of
our Church.

Very gratifying to th~se who look beyond the limits of our own
particalar branch of tho Christian Church and desire fuller cxpan.
sion of the bond of Christian unity and wve was the prescnco of 89
many representatives from other Churches who camo under the
authority of their various church governments to cxpress their
regard for and appreciation of the great work this Church was
doing for the Maater and to wish her all prosperity, All were
ably represented.  All wero well received, but, perhaps, nonowere
more happy in the form, manncr and substance of these grectings
than the representatives of tho Church of England in St. John.
Whatever lines inay divido and forms may scparate, the greatheart
of protestanism is ono and tho Church is one, in the broad and
ever broadening bonds of Chriatian love.  Thescene was impressivo
and uplifting when the great missionary Moderator, in apt and
eloquent terms convoycdl to theso brethern the assurance of the
reapect and love which the great Presbyterian Church in Canada
entertaing for ita brethern of the English Church. At tho close of
the reception with one accord all joined feclingly in that immortal
hymn

¢ Jleat bo tho tio that binds
Qur hoarts in Christian love,
Tho fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.”

This Assembly is remarkablein many ways. Many aro disposed
to judge an Assombly and ats power for wark only by tho speaking
ability or conspicuously diccctiveforce displayed. Thisisno doubt
a good tost, in a measare, but it is not the only criterian or the
Lest, of 1ts power and worth. It 18 a note worthy fact, that in
this  Asscbly thero are, now, no leaders or at least no
lenders in the senso of party, college orsection, Eachquestion has




