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{miprovement, for despite the well-known fact that the law was
rrlhuntly broken, incurring incalculablo evil to the poorer clusses,
t has been most difficult to obtain convictions. Now, thauks tothe
mrﬁ' of tho Chief of the Revenue Police, acting upon complaints
and Information furnisned by this League, & large number of viols-
tors have recently been fined, with good offect ; but nothing short
of the absolute separation of the liyuor and grocery business will
ever reslly eradicate the evil,

uction of liconses in tho city.—We regret to say that thoe
following table shows a slight increuse for the preseut yoar : —

Hotels, Restaurants. Shopn. Totuls.
1888.90. ... ...... 213 801 His 182
1880-91.......... 165 2 3' T 1084
1891.92,......... 162 304 417 XY
1892.93.......... 134 307 474 033
1893.94.....000.. 147 a3t 437 035

. But, we are also ploasrd to be in & posirion to advise that the
Government have, after consultation with this Luague and other
hodics, ordered the following limitations to bo observed by the
Commissioners for hotels and restuuranta: -

For18M4......... R 1 1

‘or 18905... cerenee. 400

This is what the citizens of Montreal have pressed for for yoars,
and cordial acknowledgments aro now due to the Honorable, the
Premier, ti:o Hon. Juhin 8. Hall aud the Hon. Louis Beaubien, for
their ansistance in hringing about the amendment.

Prohibition, prohibition, prohibition, is the almost univessal
reply to the third query, although thore nre o few sessious who do
not feel warrantud in attempting to voico public epinion in zcgand
to this queation. ‘There is 1o doubt that » glencral, as distinguished
from a local, prohibitory Inw. having the consistent moral support
«{ the Christian Church, and vigorous enforcement by the state is,
worthy of consideration and shonld bo speed.
ily introduced.
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fuahion ¢ *Just think of it, a lut of converted cannibals, begging »
Christinn Government not to send themy any moro rum,  Verily,
tho Christianity of our own Iand does necd Chiistinnizing st the
very core.  Nhips sail from American ports with—wmissionaries as
passcugers to Africa, and with thowsands of gallons of enm in their
cargo ; Heaven goes i the eabin, and hell gocs i the ship's hold.
How lonyg will it take to convert the heathen in this stylo ¥

In conclusion, your convener 18 tininly convineed that wo ure
coming upon better tmes,  To-morrow i golug to be better than
yesterdny was, aml Gl as taking caro of all thie great work and it
wall vight.  Winle we cannot stop a man's drinking at s own
tuble by any Inw that was ever mnde or ever will be made, we can
stop 1t if he e o Christiun man, by appealing to him in tho uame of
Jexstt Chrint hinself, who emptied himself,and whogasenphisrvights,

In tho National Temperance AMmanae for thix yer appear the
following lines :

There is a little public hotae,
‘That every one ean close

It is tho hutle public house,
Juat below the noxe,

Now wo say that is zood common xense, and eversbody knows
it, and thaose twe things, on the one hand the closing of the saloan,
unil tho suppression of the liguor tratlie by salutary Taw, and on the
ather by the peranading of God's people to let liguor alone in the
behalf of their weak followmen,  In the linw of those two proposi-
tione, we beliove liex the sensible prosccntion of the tempersnce
refori throughout tlus provinee and lamel.  Let uy have faith 3 let
us beliove that God canvarey on lus mwn work, and et us believe
that he has not toasted it wholly 1o ug to carey on,

For riht is tight -sinpee God as God,
A might, the day mast win;

'To donbt, would bedidoyalty,
To falter, would be sin.

Many believe the leyal enforcement of
rohibitory measures to be a thing right
priuciple, and which will in the comae of
time be brought to pass through the exer.
tions of uthers moro interested than them.
selves. ‘There arc few who would lok on
such enforcement as a wrong axainst society,
nor feel their conscictice injured by it ay'a
trespass, to which they as citizens were par.
ties, against the right of others,

The large majority of our Church mein.
bers hold, first, that such legal enforcement
is riﬁht. in priuciple, because, as it affects
the liquor-seller, it would forhid instead of
authorizing, as do license laws, men entering
.nemplo{ment, the most degrading of uny
10w open %'{ollowod in any cvilized laud.

As it effects the drinker, it would refuse
to him an agent which necessarily produces
an evil habit of appetite and of will, and
lemls to an abundoninent of social dutics, a
public wenace and woral suicide.

As it affects the drinker, it would remove
the temptation of a most seductive and
iusidious custom from the plane of a legal
responsibility to that of a secret vice. And,
because, although it is cluimed that such
action compels the abstainer by the letter
of the law to forcgo, what the evils of
intemperance ought to lead him to forego in
aﬂi.riz of self-renunciation : it is at the expressed wish of abstainers
that such action is to be taken, and is, therefore, on their part a
voluntary act, publicly reasserting habitual self-restraint for the
good of others,

And because, although it is claimed that such action coerces the
law-abiding, in order to restrain the law-bLreaker ; since drunken.
ness isa crime, there can be no indefeasible right to purchase
intoxicating liquors,

That such enforcemient is possible, becausc (a) prohibitory

to the ience of an infinitesimal number,
and because (b) their provisions are in harmony with the practice
of a great majority of our most law-abiding citizens, Furtber (c)
their euactment has been favored by the vote through plebiscite of
s clear majority of our voters in four if not five of the provinces of
the Dominion.

meagures do viol

That the enforcement of such measures is of vital importance,
because (a) all forms of the license system have failed to do away
with intemperance ; (b) the enactmens of probibitory messures,
without means of enforcement by the same authority which enforces
all other laws have proved ineffectual,

That the of theenforcement of these, as of all laws, should
be borne by the state.

That such enforcement by the state should be imperatively
demanded by church members and tem workers, the very
great majority of whom would give hearty support to such measures,
iy phvaipackfriner i byl g 1d viols

A minority, of supporting, would violate a
prohib.i::»yry law by oAl I 13’3 -

Dr. Paton, the eminent to the New Hebrides, who
visited this country last year, interviewed President Clevcland and
the authorites at Washington to endeavor to induce the American
Government to help in suppressing the traffic in fire-arms, intoxicat-
ing liquors and oplum in the New Hebrides, and other Pacific

ds. Good Dr. Cuyler overflows in righteous wrath in thie

-
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The Great Fast and the Great
Fight.

Thete stood once on the harder of Lake
Newna tenple o vaated by Roman ladies
from Wl thos et of the Alban Hills was
called Iramcs Muror. The prieat wasaslave
who h.d mradered bis predecessor, and who
wak (o onthe watdy, tearing a similar fate.
Whencver a new prcst was installed, the
roitd to the s temple was crowded wath the car-
ragesor the fashionable desotees whoeagerly
went out ttom the ety to see thia privstly
sluya of 4 brother priest. ‘This drive tothe
beautiful Aticcan Womds wax what passcd
for religton and 1ehigions worslup at Rome,
whenJohu the Baptist came preaching in the
wilderness und Jesus of Nazarveth went out
into the wilderness to fast and be tempted
of the devil,

The meamng of this great fast and fight
becomes elearer from a study of the times
us scen m the attitude of Roman society
toward the prime subject of teligious belict,
the rveality of tho world to come. The
Epicurean philosophy wus just then fightin
the revival of fuith in a hereafter whidl
came in with Augustus, The history is
familiar to cvery reader of Virgil, The
Sixth Book of the .Eneid, with its disclosure
of Tartarus, like the Inferno of Dantea thousand years later, was
an agonizing revelation from which all who had leisure for thought
fled to excess of uubelief.  They took upagain the polished epi 18
of Cicero's letters, * Fhere is no hereafter,” and * No God ever
conies to mingle in human affairs™ ; they repeated the maxim of
desperate unbelief ¢ *¢ Let us cat and drink, forto-morrow we die”:
they reveled and intrigued and feasted with feverish cagerness to
forget what they had heard and feared might bu true, and so they
drifted toward cternity. as the world ueared the hour of Christ's
manifestation.

It was a far cry from the Jordan where John was baptizing, to
the Appian way aloug which cquipages rolled to the temple of Dinua.
How could they hear that Voice: ** Repent, for the kingdom of
heavenis at hand!”  What mattered it that sich events happened in
Pilate’s jurisdiction as have shuped the world’s history and ahaken
the world’s thought ?  \What signify these things now to them who
sncer at a belicf in the temptation of Jesus us a cevelation of what

in the i of men! The times are not so very
different. The man right beside you to-day will take his own Jifc
und tell you to write over his body theold lieathen falschood : *¢ Non
fueram, non sumn ¥*  The enchantress of souls to-day will whisper the
world-old lie 3, * There is no secoud death ™ ; you can live but once
and die but once ; make the most of life, therefore, and think little
and lightly of deatll, And all this while we live so near that world
to come that it makes an ccho in every heart ; * we Lear tho drum.
heat of eternity in our own hroasts,” we hear the stirof that great
life in the speaking silences of this, and oven when we lic down to
sleep, we hear the surf thunder of the shorcless sea.

ﬁo fact of Christ’s temptation is beyond dispute, if we accept.
the record. The details arc given with variousempliasis. Thefast
was an incidental necessity leading up to the conflict and the
ministry of the angels. Let us so treat it, The abstainence prac.
ticed in Lent concerns not meat and drink, but a clearing conscious.
ness of the world to come.—Rotrriy A, Savex, D.D.
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