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no paing to discover?
they believe that which they denied
when it was told them "

could they see that whith they took | through the interior of China, far awa
3 Y 3 , \raway
How could ’ I om the ®open ports,” and this with-

out luropean escurt.  They have
settled quietly, and are -t work, without

Among recent statements made by : the least molestation.  The China In.
the public press about China are these : land Mission has ats men located i
1. ‘That not much has been accom- | sleven provinces, and itinerating some-
plished by missions save by the early | what in four other provinces.

Jesuits, and that there is little hope of

renchimmg the Chinese by any foreign
religion 2. ‘Tnat there is no hherty

3. As for the influence of opium in
China let the following extract from a
letter from the interior province of

for toreigners to travel m China, even | Shensi, dated Aungust 14, 1880, suflice:
on what may be regarded as among | If any need to be persuaded of the
the principal lines of travel; 3. Toat |evils of opium, they should spend a

the use of opium in China 18 by no
means the terrible evii it has beexn r2
presented to be.  Without any attempt
to fully meet these points, « ¢ will here
present as hriefly as possible some re.
cent testimonies hearing upon them.
1. It is sufficient to refer to the stat.
istics of missionary bodies now work.
ing in China to show the remarkable
progressof Christianity in recent years.
In 1843, the numters of converts in all
Protestant missions in China did not
exceed six. At the Shanghai Confer-
ence, held in 1877, the churchmembers
ware reported as 13,035, while the ad-
herents were reckoned at not lesst an
50,000. From only ten of the twenty-
six sociedes, whose reports were em.
braced in the summaries presented at
Shanghai, have late reports reached us.
But these ten are the principalsocieties,
Bntish and American, and they in-
cluded more than two.thirds of the
Protestant  church-membership re-
ported m 1877. Out of the 13,035
communicants cnumerated at the be-
ginning of 1877, these ten societies
had on their -olls 8,740. They had at
the beginning of 1880, as shown by
their last printed report, 12,344, making
a gain swithin three years of 3,804, of
over 41 per cent. If alike rate of 1n-
crease has been made by other societies,
and we knov of no reason why it
should not he so, the number of Pro-
testant communicants a year ago was
not less than 18,300. The indications
are that the accessions for the year
just closed will exceed anything here-
tofore received. ‘The missionaries find
the Chinese accessible, and reasonably
steadfast.The argument against. at-
tempts to Christianize them, drawn
from the instability and poor success
of Jecuit missiens, ought not to have
the least force with Protestants. What
can be expected of a Christianity with-
out the Bible, which counts as its con-
verts not those who intelligently ap-
prehend and accept the truths of divine
revelation, but all who can be per-
suaded to submit to the external rite of
baptism? Protestant missions, based,
not on Confucius, but on the Bible, are
bringing forward a new class of menin
China. The Chinaman is conservative,
but the gospel touches and transforms
him, as i1t docs the men of every race.
Sir Rutherford Alcock, a competent
authonty in this matter, says, in an
article in the Contemporary Review for
December, 18So: “It is singular,
indeed, to observe how slowly, yet
surely, the Chinese as a nation, and
their rulers are realizing the fact, all
important to them, that Confucius did
not teach everything good to know.”
2. Thatthere 1s frecdom to travel
and. locate in China may be learned
from the following extract from an
official report made last year by the
English consul st Han-Kow to his
government. He says: ¢ Numerous
parties have gonc inland either on
business or pleasure, and the invariable
testimony has been, that although the
conveniences and comforts of Euro-
pean travel along established routes
are not to be met with, you can travel
through China as easily and safely as
you can in Europe when and where
you leave the main road.” In corro-
borution of this statement, itis enough
to say that two female missionaries
traveled niore than a thovsand miles

week here, and listen to the daily his-
tories of women, on the most trivial
pretexts, trying to put an end to their
lives. Mr. King is at this moment
called to another case. One little girl
of seven was brought who had fol-
lowed the example of ler seniors, but,
happily, had got toolittle from the
ashes of her gnardian’s pipes to injure
herselt much. There are two hundred
places swhere opium is sold on this
short street.”

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.

Sunday, April 34.
CovETousNEss.— Luke xii. 18.21,

Gotnex TexT~—v, 15—And He said
unto them, take heed nnd boware of cov-
etousness ; for & man's life cousistoth not
in the abundance of the things which ho
possessoth.

Commit 18-15.
INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

Judging from Luke's account, wo might
suppose that the words that constitute
our present lesson were uttered in closo
conncction with those of our last; indeed,
tho opening words of onr present chapter
seem clearly to imply thatit was during
the timo occupied by the meal in the
Phariseo’s house, that the multitude had
increased without, until trey literally
trod one upon aunothor; and that our
Lord’s provious convorsation furnished the
koy-note for the opening portion of this
chaptor. But thut «// that is given in
this chapter was uttered at this time, is
vory doubtful ; and it seetms hardly neces-
sary to the ordinary purposes of instruc-
tion, to attempt to determine the exact
conncction of the various parts inregard
to t1imo and place, since after all that is
said, there will be differences of opinion
in rogard to n good deal ; and at the best,
much that is attempted will be merely

conjectural,

LESSON NOTES.

(18.) And one of the company.—one,
probably, who, from tho authoritative
teachings aud oxtraordinary works of
Jesus, took Him to have, like Moses,
divine nuthority to judge and decide in
regnrd to worldly muatters—saeid ; Master,
speak to my brother, that he divide the in-
heritance with me. ‘This abrupt and ill-
timed request, so out of hurmony with the
spirit and tone of Christ’s discourse, reveal
tho character of tho man as that of one
intont only on porsonaland worldly profit.

(14.) Man—not fricnd, as He srid in v.
4, for tho character and object of tho ap-
plicant wero clearly scon to be selfish and
sordidyswfo made me a judge and a divider
over you ? This is ono of Christ’s pointed
intsrsogatories which  clearly suggests its
own negative. Itisas if He had said,—
such is not 1y work. You have your
own lawfully constituted authorities to
whom to appeal in all such cases. I
neither claim nor attempt to oxerciso any
such authority. With His wonderful tact,
however, for turning every iucident to
profit, the Lord makes tho covetousness
and greed of this man the basis for a most
important and valuable lesson.

(15.)And He said, take heed, (be on your
wateh,) and bevare (be wary, beafraid of)
of covelousness.~ As love, whose rootis
unselfishauess, is the spring and source of
all zood, so covetousness, whose rootis sel/-
ishness, 1s the spring and sourco of all evil.
(1 Tim. vi. 10.) A4 man's life consisteth not
wn the abundance of the things which he
possesseth, Our life is o thing  of vast im-
portance, since upon it hangs the hap-
piness or miscry of Eternity. What
maducss, then, to forget tho true value
and ¢nd of lifoin heaping up a super-
gxtbundance of the things that minister to
it,

‘ (16,17.) And He spake a parible to
them, saying: The ground of a certain rich .

rman brought forth plentifully.  And he
thought within hunself, saying —what shall
1 du, because [ have no room where to he-
stow (store up) my fraits |

Tlos man was atready rieh ; but tod add.

ed stll more to his richos by sending hun
a  bountiful harvest. Pioty toward God
would have reascaed thus :—All | have is
God’s gift —He gave me life, and breath, .
and all things that I possess. Now, as lie
has already given e all T noed and vastly
more, [ witl give this years superabund-
ance, sl of 1t, back to Hun, 1 \\'lh feed the |
hungry, clothe the destitute, edueato the
ygnorant, solace the nged and mlivm who .
live none to look to,—in short, 1 willspond
it all in doing good and advancing God’s

causo in the world,  But far otherwise did
this man reason,

t18.) Ife sard 2—tiis wnll T do, | wll .
Cpudl down my barns, and build greater ;'

and there wnll 1 bestow atl my fruet and my -
| goods. 1 will store them up. I'ruo, I have
t ne-s raom enough for them just now ; but 1,
vill meko room ; and then I will heap up
my trensures, and keep them all for myself.
t There was no thought of God, no thought
oi his follow-men, no thougst of anybody
but himself.

(19, 20.) And T will say to my sowd, Soid.
thow hast much goods laid up for many
yearsy ealy drink, and be mersy ! But God
sweed to Aty THOU rool ! In what did this
man’s folly consist? First, in resolving to
give himself up to unlimited animal picas-
ure ;—nud, secondly, in counting upon asny
period of time as assured, much less upon
many years. A horse or an o3, could 1t
retlect, might not be despiscd for making
such a resolution ; tho pleasures of mere
animal existence being all of which it is
capablo. But for a man, with an undying
nature within him, a nature capable of
knowing and loving God, and rendering to
Him intelhgont service, to look no lgher
than eating, drinking, and amusement, is
indeed to be @ fool. But God said some-
thing more sowmething that ho should have
remembered God might say at any time—
THIS NIGHT shall thy soul be required of
thee ! Ayrful warning ! this night, this very
night, thy sonl shall be reguired of thee !
Oh, how unlike to this were the many years
he hal been counting upon! Oh, how
valueless are richoes, or pleasure, or mirth, in
the faco of such a warning ; aud yet every
one knows that in oven aless time than that
his soul may be required of him. Thesn
whose shall those things be swhich thou hast
provided ¢ He had provided thom all for
himself ; and yet when God's call camne,
they must bo left behind. On that awful
journey he must go forth empty-handed,
penniless, alone !

(21.) So is he that lavetk up treasure for
himself, and is not rick toward God. In
moment, in the twinkling of an ore, God
may call ; and who can imagine tha-awful
poverty of him who is thus summ.oned to
appear bofore God, with no Xavioar to re-
ceive him, no robe of rightenusns«s to cover
him, no peace of God within him, o refuge
in which to hide him—a /Zomeless ruined,
lost sowl !

I
:

SUGGESTRD THOUGHTS.

When God says foo/, thereis awful
meaning in the word. It is not that oue
Jacks ability to reason and discriminate,
but that, having such ability, he prefers
the worse to the better ; and, with heaven.
ly richeg offercd to, and urged upon him,
he chooses hisown way here, and oternal
rain hereafter.

Riches are valuable and important
when used for the glory of God and tho
advancement of trath aud rightcousness;
but they are & curse sud o blight when
used only for scif, aud the promotion of
sclfish aims.

The man whoso treasares arc all for
this life, is poor, though rolling iu luxury
—the man whose treasures are all in
Heaven, is rich though not having wliere
to lay his head.

QUESTION SUMMARY.
{For the Children.)
(18.) What did a man of the company

! ask Jesus to do 1(14). What did Jesus say? )

"What did Homean? That He did not!
i come to this world to settle disputes:
about prnport,)i.
! (15) What did he tell the people tod
| posvase of ! What is covotousness I Is it
forbiddey in God’slaw! Where? Repeat!
1o tenth) comnandment. (16-19% What
ig thislittle story called? What is a par-
able? Yhat iz tkis one interded to teach?

Give the pirablo in your own wonda, (20,)
Whnt did God call this man ? L what fv0
wiys had o shown himsolf n fooll Has
Goad made us for somothiaye beittor than
being lazy, eating, dvinkits, and heing
marry  Waat do you consider bott e Can
wo bo gure of living even e v ? ‘Chen,
what oughit we to be prepared for! What
did Gad tell this foolish man woal! hap-
pen that very night! Wounld his riches,
then, do him any good! Could ho nottake
anytlung with lam{ 2L, Who aro hke
this man ¢ What s it to be salt toward
Gudt 1t 13 toiwve Gol for your friend,
Jesus for your Saviour, tha Holy Spirit for
your guide, tho Bible for your rule, and
{leaven for your howne. Are you rich towurd
CGod! What will be your endif God calls you
awny wnight !

————
ENGLAND AND AMERICA.

‘Mr Green, in his admirable history of the
English people, has the following in
regard to the relations of England and the
Umted States:|

From the hour of American in-
dependence the life of the English
people has flowed not in one current,
but in two; and while the older has
shown little signs of lessening, the
younger has fast risen to a greatress
which has changed the face of the
world. In 1783 America was a nation
of three millions of inhabitants, scat-
tered thinly along the coast of the
Atlantic Ocean. It is now a nation of
filty millions, stretching over the whole
continent from the Atlantic to the Pa.
cific. In wealth and material energy,
as in numbers, it far surpasscs the
mother-country from which it sprang.
It is already the main branch of the
English people, and in tie days that
are at hand, the main current of that
people’s history must run along the
channel, not of the Thames or the
Mersey, but of the Hudson and the
Mississippi. But distinct as these cur-
rents are, every year proves more
clearly that in spirit the EIEnglish
people is one. The distance that parted
England from America lessens every
day. The ties that unite them grow
every day stronger. The social and
political d flereuices that threatened a
hundred years ago to form an impas.
sable barrier between them grow every
dayless. Against thissilent and inevi-
table drift of things the spirit of narrow
isolation on either side of the Atlantic
strugglesin vain. It is possible that
the two vranches of the English people
will remain forever separate political
existences. Itislikely enough that the
olderof them may agzin break intwain,
and that the English people on the
Pacific may assert as distinct a national
life as the two English peoples on either
side of the Atlantic. But the spirit, the
influence of all these branches will
remain one. And in thus remaining
one, before half a century 1sover it will
change the face of the world.  As 200,
000, 000 of Engiishmer fill the valley
of the Mississippi, as fifty millions of
Englishmen assert their lordship over
Australasia, this vast power will teli
through Britain on the old world of
Europe, whosenations will have shrunk
into insignificance beforeit. What the
issuesof such aworld -wile change may
be, not even the wildest dreamer would
dare to drecam. But oneissue isinevi-
table. In the centuries that lie before
us the primacy of the world will lie with
the English people. Enghsh institu-
tions, English speech, English thought,
will become the main feature of the
political, the social and the intellectual
life of mankind.

-~

—Mark Twain says he has just re-
cewved a letter from one of our ¢ fellow-

t savages in the Sandwich Islands.” It

appears to be a most interestingepistle.
One passage runs :—* A certain legis-
lator was very mucih put out on ac-
couxnt of the-recent riot. He was put
o1t of a two-storey window.”



