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All communmicationafar the B dnenal News of  harehes and (orres

‘-,ooudenu Cobumns shoulg be addreaed to the Man g Bdoor,
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Pastors and chureh off o1y are puniaubarly reqested to forvard iteins
for * News of the L hurihies «olutnn

WILL our correspondents kindly note to address all
commuanications to the Editor of the CAanapIaN INDE-
PENDENT, Box 2648, as abomve (number of box has
been changed through post oftice re-arrangement ,
and not to hum by name, a5 otherwise delay may anse.
Two or three stems which ought to hase appeared in
our last 1ssue were too late through bemg delivered
at his residence.  Also write as early as possible—-we
should lhike to receive letters by the Saturdas preced-
ing the issue—and 1n giving stems of news a¢ brief;
claborate details, interesting enough to the inciaduals
concerned, are not so to the great budy of readers
and the Edutor has, very reluctantly, to cut down.

UNITY IN LIFE.

NIFORMITY, unanumity, unity, for each of which
the Chuirch has strniven, with what success? Uni-
formity is death as the uniform pebbly shore ; unam-
mity found only when imdividualty is crushed out, a
knotless thread ; unity is lfe, unseen but enduring.
And it is unity for which the Church 1s commanded
to strive, not uniformity, which 1s ritual, nor zaaannity,
which 1s the gauging of truth by a vote, but unity of
spirit, in the bond of peace. Ia this latter <ense the
Church £s an umit; forgetung this, and struggh.,q after
the other two, divisions have been muluplied and per-
secutions waged. The Church 1s more truly one 1n

O DENOMINATION ULISM VS, SECTAR-
LA NIS M.
I’I‘ is frequently supposed by some evcellent people
that these are one and the same.  Yet they are
not, as a careful glance at them wiil reveal.  Many of
those who are in love with the denommmation 1n whose
suciety they are, and who waotk a'ong the hne of ity
plans, and deeply prize its fellow <hips, are often said
to be sectanian,  But not necessanly so, for a special
tlove of those whose likeness of principles may jusufy
“a bkeness of name does not go the iength of what 1s
properly called sectartanism,

But this leads to a defintnon.  Denomnationalism
< 2 spint which attracts a larger or smaller number
of peisons, who sce matters substantally alike, into a

‘cucle of pleasant communion and united cffort.
+ Whale 1t has mote or less respect for those who hold
ishorent views—according to the worthiness or un-
worthinesz of those views—it has a natural and de-
fensible preference to associzte with those with whom
it agrees. We say that thus preference is defensible.
I An example will make 1t plain.  An Episcopalian and
a Congregationahist can work better for the cause of
Christ alone than united. And for thus reason, that
they are quite unable to accept each other’s views as
to the power vested in the church. The one’s ideas
start from the clerical standpoint, the other’s from the
people’s standpoint.  Now f the Epizcopalian were
to meet a score of others who saw with i, he wouid
be more comfortable in fellowshipping and working
with them.  And so with the Congregationalist were
he to meet with a bevy of fellow-thinkers. This
would be quite natural and as justifiable as natural.

‘no man has @ nght 1o sheiter hamself belund the
. Church, and make excuses for neglect of duty because
“the Churchias dotng wll. Every man has lis own re-

sponsibiliues, and he may not, cannot, shift them on
‘to the Christian body to which he belongs.  There is,

however, an opposite truth to this ; the shield has an-
"other side ; 1t 1> this: no Church can neglect the
i work God has given it to do because individual mem-
ybers of that <hurch are domng the work. It is a say-
iing that “corporations have no souls,” and it would
almost appear as if the remark were true of some
churches m their corporate capacity.  For all practi-
cal purposes they might as well not exist.

Let us indicate two or three of the spheres where
this is found.  Take for 1nstance work for the exten-
stion of the Master’s kingdom. It would be interest-
g to find out, 1f it were possible, how many churches
have been called into existence by the deliberate
planned efforts of other churches, and how many owe
their formation to the labours of individuals working
without the countenance and aid ot the church to
whach they belong, nay, sometimes in the teeth of its op-
position, nusunderstood and misrepresented. Surely
this is a work to which our churches should set them-
sclves, to unite for the founding and bulding up of
Christan churches. Agamn, take Sunday school
work. This has bsen notoriously neglected by
churches, a few individual members do the work with
such assistance as they can pick up, and with such
funds as they can raise, wise or otherwise-——more of-
ten otherwise—-and the church, as such, stands calmly
by, as though it was none of 1ts business. Now if
there is one work more than another in which the
; Church ought to be interested 1t 15 the Sunday school,

if from no higher motives than from seltish ones, for

the “ world’s week of prayer “ than when, ere Luther’s : And while cach chose a different circle of associates, ‘the school is the seed ground of the church ; it is a
hammer awoke the echocs of the seven hills, all they could sull chernish a kindly feelng towards each ' part of the church stself. Let a visi be paid to any
Europe lay uniformly at the feet of the Roman Ponuff {other.  Thus denominationalism, while making selec-  of the large nursery grounds to be found in the

There is more unuty 1n a home where love 1s ever in-
terested in the other’s weal, than in another home
where printed rules and the clock mark every step

"ons and fellow-h-ps, respects the selecuons and
“fellowships made by others.
Sectarianism 1s denominationalism carried to a

: Dominion; do we sge the plot containing the first or
Isecond year's growth of shrub or tree neglected
iand uncared for, left to the wregular efforts of any

and voice. Thus the Church 1s called upon to solve foolish and unjusufiable extreme. Eulogy of wselfiof the garden hands who may feel disposed to

the problem of true unity which at the same tune cop
serves individual interest and antegrity.  Eph. v
13~17 provides the tru~ solution. The Church s not
a conglomeration of sccts,each striving for their own ;
but a number of bands, each striving for a definite and
unseliish end.  Apostles, prophets, evanyehists, teach-
ers, all for the body, not themselves; and bady, not
bodies, for Christ. Every joint preserves its own in-

"and excluvion of others are the leading tenets of its
faith.  When standing up to recite 1ts crecd, 1t does
‘nat say, “1 believe in the churches of Christ,” but it
somewhat pompously says, I beheve mn the church
to which | belong.” And when 1t prays, it prays,
% Lord, bless our Church,” and 1t does not hiftts eves
" above its own fence to see whether they may not be
Chrnistians on the other side. Sectananism then is

dividual form, hut the whole are compacted thereby; denommationalism plus a spinit of exclusiveness. It
hence they, who, however well intentioned, set them- ' 15 the exclusiveress and not the denonunationaiism
selves away from the great heast of the Church ar which)s wrong about sectanamsm.  Exclusiveness in
large, are disintegrating, nut compacung, and thus far ' thought or in effort is absolutely unjustifiable from the
are doing the adversary’s work. There 1s a heart tn Christian standpomnt. It 1s the spint of the publicans

“give a hutle labour on that part? Certainly not. It
s as carefully tended, dressed and watched as
any partof the garden. Why? Because here is
the source of future gan. If these were neglected
and trodden down then the nursery man might weil
dlose his place and go out of business at once, for all
hope of success 1s gone.  Just 50 15 1t with the school,
if 1t 15 neglected where 1s the Church of the next gen-

“eration to come from? Truly 1t 1s only the irregular,
imdividual, urauthonzed effort often that savee a

"church from dying out ; but tf the Church would give

Jtself as a Church to this —as more are'doing than did

itwenty years ago, we are happy to think—their

the umiversal Church of Christ. We scarce feel ats
unity of pulsation, yet 15 1t there. Many joiats, veins,
nerves, make up this body of ours, so fearfully, so
wonderfully made, yet wherever you touch the artery

mount, the spint which * salutes your brethsen only” "and we should more rarcly hear of weak and dying
: And the Church where such a spint prevails has a low | churches.
l type of spiritual hife, and a dim ghmpse of the mind{  Take one more illustration, there is never wanting in

icnndemncd by our Savicur mn His sermon on the strength would be increased, their vitaluy quickened,
|

there is the same throb, giving expression to the heart j of Jesus Christ.

beat; in every joint and limb, the one great life stream | A simule will show up the disuinction we arz en-
flowing. You can't secure this by supports, bandages, ' deavouring to explain.  Qut theren the forest stands
mechanical appliances, but by ufe. The body may!a fine tree with stately trunk and spreading boughs, a
become deformed, corered with accretions, but fhat* sample of symmetry and grace.  And there 1s another
remains while life lasts, and it 15 to the true Church tree equally large and towening.  But a great fungus
life we must look for unity of purpose and of work. grows on the side of the trunk, or there is a great
Men may and do subscribe to the same creed,and roiten knot whose decay 1s fast cating away the
live apart, far as the north pole from the south ; men . healthy vitality of the tree. The first tree is a like.

may and do toil together in a common werk with no ness of healthy denominationahsm. The second isI

other bond than sympathy in that work. Thus indi- ' sectarianism, the fungus or knot of exclusiveness
viduality is respected and unity preserved, each find- ! marnng its beauty and interfering with healthy hfe.
ing his place, and filhng 1t not as an isolated factor,  Denominanionahsm may exist in company with
but part, however small, of God's great world, of lberalnty, and bencdiction for others. Sectarianism
Christ's one Church, tends to ilhibera ity, to close communion, and to the

That wonderful passage already quoted, let it be reservation of its blessing for itself and its friends.
pressed as affording the true solution of churchly in- ' And while the first can use the Saviour’s prayer “ that
dependence and unity. Independent, each one, as.they all may be one,” the latter can only pray “that
responsible direct to God,and God alone, yet animated . we may be separate from them.” Which of these
by the ane life which quickens every part to one great | spirits the Christian mind should favour, should not
end. Freedom from all mechanical bonds—the rudi- | be a difficult matter for choice! ’

jchurches men and women of large, sympathetic

hearts, with hands ready to mimster to the wants of
"the needy and suffering.  This 1s night, but it is not
I'sufficient ; every church ought to feel that if one mem-
* ber suffers the whole body suffers, and the church as
i a body ought to do the work of tehef, sympathy and
“help, 11 other words, the church should take care of
. 1ts poor and sick, not in the place of, but working with,
“individual love and sympathy, Nor, if the church be
' a true church, filied with the spirit of the Master, need
.1t be feared that this will have the effect of killing out
'individual effort, 1t will stmulate it, direct it, and
make it more cflective and successful,

Let our churches then see to 1t what they are doing ;
let our pastors rouse their churches, if needful, to
a sense of duty. Every church has its mission,
if it has not the sooner it dies the better. We
must not rest content with being edified, built up, but
collectively as well as individually, work for the
Master; we want—to use 2 common phrase—“a long
pull, a strong pull, and a puil all together,”




