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consistent with reason to think that Christ
will take the dregs of life? You, yourselves,
would not accept of such from a fellow-crea-
ture. You would not like to tuke what could
not be kept from you, nor what others would
rot have. Ifow can you expecet, then, that
Christ will have what Satan cares not about
receiving? Satan, himself, cares not about
having the feeble eflorts that wan can put
forth wlen tottering on the brink of the
grave, and his brain reeling in his head,
through the dotage of old age. What can
then be made, i3 nothing short of mockery;
for, as a general rule, they know nct what
they do. 'The tongue may be going like that
‘of a parrot, but the reason is deranged, and
the Leart feels nothing about the great con-
cerns of eternity. And, though they thus
«draw near to"God with their lips, while, as it
auay be said, their hearts are far from Him,
can He accept of them with pleasure? No;
-on the con'rary, we are assured that such is
an abomination in Hissight. The opinion of
some pious divines is, that few, indeed, are
they who are converted, or who find Christ,
after they are past 30 years of age. They
‘come to form such an opinion from their
carefully observing the fruits that men pro-
‘duced 1n the diflerent stages of life. Tloes
net such un announcement as this startle you ?
Take heed, I beseech you, lest it prove too
true in your behalf. You have a long jourrey
to make, before you reach 50 years, yet. DBut
let not your youth, and your fair prospects of
a long life, encourage you to be cold and in-
-different about seeking Christ. Seeck Him
this moment, and continue in His love, and
in His commandmnents, all the'days of your
Aappointed time. If you sit under the preach-
ing of the Gospel, year after year, though the
time be not extended to 30 years, without
finding Christ, I tremble to say it, there can
be but little hopes of your soul’s salvation
after that. Every time you hear the Gospel
messoge declared unto you, adds to your con-
demnation, if you profit not by it. Itissure
to be either ¢ a savour of death unto death, or
a savour of life unto life.”

. At present, you enjoy far better opportuni-
ties for seeking, and for finding Christ, than
you can expect to have in old age, though
you may be spared to seeit. But, reckon not
too much on that. If you be spared to be old
and deciepit, vou may be so situated that you
cannot even hear the glad tidings of the Gos-
pel of peace. You cannot make your way to
the house of God to hear the word preached.
And, though you may have strength of limbs
to carry you, you may not prefit much there-
by, for your hearing may become so defective
that you can scarcely distinguish one word
from another. How many, even in this con-
gregation, and whom vou know full well,
come up to the house of God as regularly as
the Sabbath returns, and who return to their
homes deploring that they could not hear
but a word now und then. Andif they have
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neglected to seek the Lord ere deafness
seized them, how great are the disadvantages
they have now to contend with, in re-
deeming the time they have spent in doing
the will of the flesh.

Again, you may have your hearing acute
enough in old age, but your eye-sight will be
sure to fail. You may not be able then to
Liear the Word preached. You cannot read
the Word yourselves. Ministers, however
anxious, cannot visit you but very seldon.
And if you ask others,—even though they be
the nearest to you in kin,—to read a portion
of God’s Word for your edification, they will
grudge to do it for you. ln their opinion,
they will have plenty else to attend to. This
will be their excuse for not complying with
your request. whether they have plenty to do
or not. By that time, you will have outlived
your usefulness; and, consequently, others
will not care about having trouble with you.
Will that be a favorable season, think you,
for seeking the Lord?

III. How are we to seek the Lord? We
must seek Him by reading His Word, and
by seeking to know sumething of Him every
way we can. Some knowledge of God may
be obtained from other sources than His
Word: “ All His works speak of Him and
praise Him.” The Apostle Paul tells us that
“ the invisible things of 1lim from the crea-
tion of the world are clearly seen, being un-
derstood by the things that are made, even
His -eternal power and Godhead.” 'I'he
Psalmist likewise tells us that *“the heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament
sheweth His handiwork ; day unto day utter-
eth speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge.” * All His works praise Him.”
But, being slow to understand, we can learn
but little of God from the book of nature.
We can learn nothing at all concerning how
we are to seek the Lord and to find Him.
But the blessed God, to meet our ignorance
and our wants, revealed Himself to man, and
taught him plainly what was necessary for
his salvation. In the Bible, then, you have
this precious knowledge bequeathed to you.
You must read it often with devout attention,
remembering always that it is the Word of
God, and the only rule given you to direct
you how you may glorify and enjoy Him. It
sets before you all that is necessary for you
to know concerning God—all the knowledge
that will be requisite to make you wise unto
salvation. It sets before vou all your duties
to God and man. It is the key that opens
to your view the rich stores of heaven, and
that tells you that they are all treasured up
by God for you, if you seek them of Him im
the appointed way. You could not even have
the slightest conception of the bliss and
glories of heaven—the special abode of God,
of angels, and spirits of just men made per-
fect— without t{le Bible. Were a property
bequeathed to us by any rich friend upon
earth, we would like to see the will, and to




