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tho vision, and girds the loins wvith strength for
service. No one lias ever led a hioly life wvho did
net lead a prayerful life. Tha mon of poiver have
alwvays been men of prayer.

The third essential qîz.Lliicatioai for the enlarg-
ig of the spiritual lifa is ready and loving obedi-
ece to the wvil1 of Christ. Withioutthis ail other
ieans wvilI feul. The pathway of blessedncss is

ailways the pathway of obedience. It je througli
* loyal obedienco te the eall of duty that the life

of the soul grows stronger and the lieart becornes
possessed of the jey of the Lord.

*TIIE STRtENGTIIENIS'G( OF ITS WORK.

Whatever deapens lifa strengthens work. The
full life ie the serviceable life. Spiritual vitality
je power,-the only power out of Nvhich work for
Ged cornes and stays. But apart from this cieef
qualification, there are general principles whichi
may serve to guide secieties in the attainment, of
greater efficiency.

It bas been w~ell said that in spite of ail the irn-
povements madle in machinery in our tirne, thera
are certain mechanical principles and apphianees
which are found in ail. The machine may be
neyer so unique, but there, iill still be need of
coge and pinions, axles and journals, pulleys and
belù-..

Se in the werking of Socie*. s. Thay may
vary in à. multitude of ways, but there, are certain
practical, principles that must reomain constant
through ail.

To secura effective service in any seciaty, thero
must ba knowledge-1-nowledge of the Seciety's
possibilities, and of the oppertunities of îvork.

it le here that knowledge je power. It je the
duty of every seciety te keep inforrned îvlth res-
pect te the neede in ahl departments of church
activity, and seek te, me=sure Up to its opper-
tunity. Facts furnish fuel, net for missionary
fires alona, but for cvery good cause that requires
assistance. Lack of intercst in any departinent
of work is due niainly te ]ack of information.
Tho Schemes of the Chiurch wvould hae vcry inuch
more enthusiastically and generously supported
if a knowledgo cf the important and far-reaching
character of the work, being donc could bc uni-
partecd te those who are nowv uninforined. This
je seed that pays well for the sewing.

Another means of strengthiening the work in
our own socety is systemn. Acce.5d-on of po,.ver
je frequently a rnattcr of improvad methods.
Knowving "hiow" in maij Qcases makes aIl tlxe differ-
ecc betwcen a vigorous and a run lown eociety.
A mob and an arniy je distinguishced nuu so rnuch
by courage or numibors as by mcthocl.

While it le truc that wa are. dependent, always
on the presaene of tha Holy Spirit, it je aise tiua
that wa muet furnish the proper channelsthrocîgh
w)hi-h the Spirit may manifcst H'imscblf. TIhe
prayer for power le an id]ie prayer unlce thera, je

with it the use of the beet known mecans for the
accoinpliehimcnt of the work.

On the bank of a rushing river, we do net need
te pray for water se much as te set te worlc te
provide a water-wheel. Many societies would do
a great deal more than they are doing if they
planned their îvork nie carefully and thea
worked their plans. One society's contributions
for missions incrcased in ene year from six te
eighty dollars by adopting the principle of sys-
ternatie giving. Best work always requires beet
unethode.

Another principle that je required for effective
service je the adaptation of the proper means te
the end la viaw. Muchi labor is expended needi-
lessly, and muchi enthusiasm frittered away
through ill-aclapted means.

David ûrocker's maxirn, il<Be sure your right,
then go ahead," is a geod oe for ail Christian
wvorkers. If you want the bees te humn on your
lawvn, you cannot secure thair presenca by wish-
ing .their advent.

If yeu want, the birds te cheer you with their
songe, yeu ivili net gain your desira by calling
them froni your doorstep. But if you ivill plant
the elins and the maples, provida the honeysuckla
and the clover, the birds and the becs will corna
of their own accord without your invitation, and
they will delight you 'with their drewsy hum and
cheerful melody.

A minister soughit te lead hie people te repent-
ance, and preached upon its nature and necressity
ivithout resuits. Tien whilestudying the words,
"The goodnass of Ced leadeth thee te repent-
,in a ieas led te adapt the means te the end.
Ha proelaimed the lova of God as disclosed in
Christ, îvlth the resuIt that hard hearts were
melted, and the Spirit used the means te giva
repentance unto life.

Any society -ill gain in power whioh employs
flhc apprepriate nieane te secura tha dcsired
resuIts. Spiritual harvests, ne more than natural
harveste, "'juet happen.»

Young people, wa are making t.o-niorrow's char-
acter te-day. What ive deo or fail te do new, ha-
conies part of us for the rest of our livas. We
au ileyer escclpo fromi to-diay. We May mot ba
able te perceiva at this Uie its relation teo our
wvhole cha-raciter, but seine day, perbape; twenty-
five years lienca, tuiera ivill comae te us an experi-
ence the issue of %yhiclî depende upon this day's
conitribution to, charactcr. Faithfulness to-day je
the only waly te ineure sr:ccess in saime distant
to-morrew.

A great life rnay growv aniid small circuin-
stances, but it cannet possibly grow on the food
of t:-ifing thoughts, trashy rcading andi low cern-
pany-
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