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LETTER FROM REV. D). McGILLIVRAY.

Chang Te lu, Hoai.
Jan. 16th 1899.

Pear Mr. Scott.
Since xny retura to this fleld, 1 do not seem to

have doue my duty by my correspondents ab homo
in the face of more pressing duties here in the
heart of so much destitution.

When in India on my way hither 1 received
the news of the series of Reform :Edicts issued by
the Einperor of China, I could hardly believe my
eyes. The young Emperor seemed to 'want to go
too fast, so bis female relative withi her usual
astuteness arranged a coup, and lie nowv takes a
back seat. Who says that the Chinese wvonen
have no ability after tbat.

The latcst report is that the Queen. for wvhoîn
various opprobrious epithets were freely used,
bas aetually received the varions ladies of the
Embassies to an alternoon tea. Whicb, say lier
detractors, is another sign that she knows how to
govern, for she ha3 heard that the women rule in
Western lands and therefore may be reasonably
inferred to have some influence with, their augusb
lords, wvho represents the foreign poîvers in 1-ekin
and so dispose them to acquiesce in the present
regime.

It did look as if young China vas waking Up,
for to the amazemetit of ail wvho thîuk that China
neyer changes the seholars began cheerfully
to prepare for the Deluge which, was to sweep
away the old fcssilized metbods of examination.

The immobile theory is earcely as true as the
sanie feature ascribed Vo the church of Rouie.
There is change of a certain kzind always going on
even in the stagnant East. The seholars swarm-
ed around the doors of every missionary's study,
elamoring to knowv the new 'way of (official) life.

Now while tbey thus willingly came witbin
range of the Gospel they reeeived more an-
lighiterimanù on tha real nature of the gospel
than niany of them had ever any opportunity to
before. They got the books on Foreign Science,
but thay got something better. Thus the reforni
moveinent, though the agents aniong the Emper-
or's advisers -wero not Christians, -tvas n. grand
thing for christianity. It vas a repetition of
Acte 9: 31. " Then had the churches rest, -
and were edifled. I 1t, seexned as if the old days
of persacution arîd misrepresentation were ovar.

Suddenly the Empress took the reins in baud,
and the books 'which missicnaries had ordercd for
their Chinese friands arrived only to find that a
sudden coidriesa had sprung up, sud the book~s
etill 'wait for the coming of those who ordered
the".

Notivithistaîîding a1il this thero are signs that
the reaction --vill only bc tcmiporary. The feeling
among the Cinase thaîinselves is that reforni ivili
utiniately siveep ail opposition before it. Even
despisad Corca is risiîîg ulp and crying for reformi
and the othier day myvriads of heipless people
besicged the doors of the palace îvith no other
weapon. tban the îvidowv who by lier importuniby
won fier cause froni the unjust judge.

]IACK AGAIN TO DIIAR.

LETTER FR103 DR. 'MAR A RET O' ZIARA.

Canadian Mission, Dbar, Feb. 15, 1899.
flear Mr. Scott :

Wlien leaviug Montreal 1 promiked yon a letter
for the RECORD, but it lias been a difficuit taskr.
1 realize uow, thbat ail nuy letters were really
writteil for niy dear niother's appreciation and
now that she lbas gone, it seenis bard te wri te.

The first part of our voyage was rather rougli.
From Englaud to Bonihay thes weatber -%vas fair,
but beiug second elass and our cabins down in the
liold, w-e found it, auytbing buit coînfortable, 1
should not advice second-e1ass travelling, especi-
ally for niissionaries withi littie ehidren. Mrs.
lusseli aud the ehildiexi sufferad very mneh.

The oua redeemng fenture v-as the nice compan-
ions we had by the way.

We only reniained in Blombay a few hours leav..
iZg tesneight for Central India.

Mr. sud 3mrs F3. I. lZussell aud their lîttia
daughter, Margaret Heath, -are in MJbow Vo
w-elcome us. 1V v-as good to sce theni andt
hear about the w-ny they had beau kept in health,'
driring a ývery trying season. 1 raturned w-ifh
thlein te Phar tlie next d1ay wlhen a very cordial
w-aleonie -as given by tha Christiaus, orphaus
sud otlîers.

The meclical w-ork comniends itself te tihe needs
of the people; but they are very slow te sec the
benefits, Vo be obtaiued froni girls sclîools or the
entrance of the Gospel iinto theli home---ouly one
sehool for girls lias been opeued, and the attend-
ance ne that is small.1 so far.

This is the season for " making niarriages,"I and
xnaiy of the littie girls are eithier beiug nîarried
or attending the cerenionies of thieir more favored?
frienas.

In the Zenanas, tire w-omen seem less ineiined
to listen. Tue priests liave takaîî adr(Iantage of
our absence iii warniing the womneu against the
Gospel message.

There have beeîî a number of in-patients since
iny returu. One a boy of nine ycwxs o! age.
The father came te eaU me to biB village tellin
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