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htourik A NATURAL GAME PRESERVE.tôuristMr C. K. Grigg, then a member of the Park staff, in the
lirtage, autumn of î89,î, cont "ributed two short articles to the, "«Ottawa
roightfn Evening journal," which contained some very interesting infor-
rovides mation about the inhabitants of this gfreat game and fish preserve.

~ study He also proved conclusively the necessity for such an asylumn for
;eeking

ialand our gaine, and shoived how successful tbe expeniment had been.He said that prior to the inception of the Park, scarcely a beaver
could be found outside its p.ý, Cent limits anywhere in this province
south of Lake Nipissing, and that in wliat is now the Park, only

)rmerly a few straggling and decimated colonies existed. It is estimated
ite and that there are 00W hundreds of colonies of these interesting
maple, ar.imals within its boundaries. In many cases, they have flot
iced in only erected new dams, but have also built upon the ruins of old
er, and ones. The beaver bouses whicb dot the edges of the streams
entury. and marsbes are, like the dams, marvels of engineering and
nroads architectural skill. The menu of this industrious littie denizen of
b're the the forest consists principally of the tender bark of the saplings,
rations. and he afierwards utilizes the denuded trunks for bis dams. The
ýo that following extracts from the "IlReport of the Royal Commission on
ýl of ail Forest Reservation and National Park," may be of interest :

I "0f the fur-bearing animaIs, the beaver is by far the most
valuable. On the shore of every lake in this district are to be

facili- found old beaver bouses, and there is scarcely a brook in the
pver a whole territory on which at short rntervals their abandoned dams
pstruc- may not be seen. Now one may travel for days there witbout

Sof the seeing a single fresh beaver sign.
ýly fee 14There are two rensons why this industrious and barmless

ýl' free animal should be preserved rom destruction. First, because its

ýeasily skin furoishes us witb one of our richest and most valuable furs;
hiun a and, second, because from its habits it is perbaps the

is have greatest natural conservator of water. It is probably witbin the
id this mark to say that were this region again stocked witb beaver as it
Éurnish once was. there would be in every township at least a bundred
g9h the dams and beaver ponds, zach witb its family or families of beaver,
ýf each exclusive of the large numbers in the lakes and rivers where no
ýin the dam building is necessary. In this way the water area would be

increased by perhaps a fifth, a very' important circumstance
fironi the lumberman's point of view.


