
374 THOMAS FAIRMER, ESQ.

Cliurchl Commiittees, where secular intercsts were quiekly apprehiended,
and settled, could formi but -,n imperf'eet idea o? the extreine caution wîtli
whieh lie delibcratcd before takiing any new stop in life,-of' the patient
candour with, wlbiel lie exaiiîiedniis Motives, and assurcd IiiseWf before
proceeding -, that these, w'ere consistent %vithi Christian profession.

A mature Chîristian looking over his voluniinous early diaries ivoulçl sly
that his danger then lay in a tcnd(eiiey to morbid self-scrutiny. E aeh
dtay's actions passed in review at iiiglît, with the moti-ves that, prompted
tlîei. Tiies-e were broughit to, the t . st o? a strict rule, and exanined ns
in the piescince o? the holy and omniscient Iiwie;and of'ten hieavy
cenisure w'as passed upon himiiself'.

A corrective to this too depressing seif-examination mis supplied, how-
ever, by bodily aetivity, and by contact with luis fellow-Christians iu their
efforts to do good.

Amnon- the strong an d guiding influences o? iîny father's youth, ls
frienclships mlust be reekoned. H1e wvas intimiate Nvith iDr. Clarke and bis
Lamily; but bis ownl ehosen and chie? associates were, three young mon-
tivo of thcmi somec few ycars older than hiiseif; Edward Thornton, wluose
fthbr Nvas related to iDr. Steinkopif. and iîutimiate wvitl Cecil an& Vennu;
Joseph Henry Butterivorth, the son of one whose nmine is well known in
con nection with nh,1i!anthropie enterprise, and at iwbose bouse lie was in-
troduced to many -rt!at and good moin; and Chiarles Stoke Dudley, 110w
the only survivor of the group, %waitinig in extreine age for bis suinnmons
to rcst froiii a long life's labours in behiaif of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. Twvo of those four close conîpanions werc e nibers of the
Church, o? Engl:und; Mr. Dudley ivas; a Friend. In lappy fellows] ip
mîith tlucm,ý my faithers's loving spirit imibibcd a deep catholicity, and ie,
learnied to value essential truUîj and goodness whierever lie found thon].
Withi Mr. Dudley lie would oceasionaily sit for hours in the silence of the

Meein~1îose;and his friend, in profitable reciprocation, would aceomi-
panv Min to hiear Mr. Benson's strong arguments and cloquent appeals to,
the conscience. Many au evenling, too, w'as spent iu 'Mr. Pudley's
doniestie, circle, whiere my fiather1 s spirit owncd thie charm of Piety, united
~vitlî initelligrence cillagood breediing.

But thougli1 thus loWing, his becart clave closest to, the ehurcli of bis
flrst choice, .11d lio was soon groatly oecupicd iii serving bier institutions
and in proiuoting bier intero-sts. As tinie wore on and my father became,
wcll-kn-iown and highïly resj>ected as a manufacturer and mechant, open-
ings were presented for changing his course in lifo. Fricinds urgced bini
to enter a path, th-it could flot, fail to Iead to municipal lioiuours; and
three tinies lie w'as earne-stly solicited to go0 into Parlianuent. Sueli pro-
posais ivoro not set aside w'ith impulse and haste, but; were gravoiy con-
sidered; the decision inl cadli case being deternincid partly by consider-
ations of' hcalth ; but mainly by the belie? tliat to, concentrate bis energios
upou ý,chcines o? usefuiliiess in connectioii witlu Ohrist's Churoh was the
bcst, way o? briuiging- glory to Goa. Mith. thus vicw lie becanme, lu tuie year
i S17, a Cass L.eader iu the Mcthiodist Society. Tliiswuas t thiniistanc
of the -Rev. Jýabez I3unting, ivhosc, discerning eyc and strong baud led hM,
in thc lilloingi year, to, the mecetings o? the Oomnittce o? the Wesleyaîul
NMissionary Society. riromn the date of their oarly aequaintance, nîy

fatiier prizcd Dr. Buint*ing-'s fre'udship as oiîe o? thc chie? blessing of
at life crowned ;vith, goodiuess and wvith loving kinunss.
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