
Be ïNatural in thte Pulpit. 0

pitch, ani toiie, iiatural to iiis raniidfa-thier. The unotiier eunploys
toiles, gestures and expressioni tota'ý,1ly unilike thiose wichl "'re
e(1uaIIy natural to hier hiusbaifd.

Conisider this questionl withi refereiice to the simple act of'
1)reatting,ç whichl surely oughit to, be sponitaneous alid iatural,
silice it is performted by the iivolmntarýy muscles. M'Theni God
created mnail, He «« breatlied iiit> ]lis~ nostrils the breath of life,"
whichl wvas, au object lessoni of the onily correct anid niatural nule-
thod. Yet it unay safely Le said that thie hiabit of inhllaliuugr by
the mlouthl is unliver-Sal, îîot onle personl in teln miilujouis, perhiaps,
heiuug enitirely free froun it. No hiabit is more suiicidlai to the
voice. God lias provided us -,vithl thie oiily perfect musical ini-
strumient kniowni to thiis ear-th. 0f niecessity it mnust Le very
scensitiv'c, anid deserviing of careful preservation. He gave us a,
niasal chiauber adimirably adapted to, the pur-pose, conitai. .ngf a
large sponge to tilter thie atiiosphere of dust, microbes, aud
fumes, wbile it wvarmns tlî(- colder air to the teniperature of the
larynx. Whieiever air is iiihaled1 thiroughi tlie inouthi ail thlese
hurtful couditionis are forced upoil the uniprotected larynix, w'hichi
resenits this treatmlen1t, by a coughi, hioarseiness, patin, aniall
total silenice. ,Cali we call this corect bieause it is "niatural "

that, is, hiabituai ?
Articulationi is anothier eleunent, of speechi alunost totally ng

lected, eveni iii sehools thiat insist uponl correct proniunciation.
As a result thoe cducated preaicher foruns blis words back iii the
thiroat, anti obscures -what initelligible sounds unigit, Le hecard by
doubling Iis- tong(ue inito the channel initenlded to give, free exiý
to speech. Not conitenit withi this uubling( lie drops hiis soft
palate, wlichl a(lds ai niasal character to the voice, or lie squeezes
the cords of hiis thiroat until a mrllg,gra,.tiing harsiiness results
thiat is a; disagreeable as it is hiurtful. Eveni thiis " execution"
<ioes iiot satisfy thiis "naitturqli" speaker. Hie miust v oe his lips

lnd tongcue ii sncli a iinannier as to tortislre vowels anid coso-
ants beyond recogniition, anid blenid syllables until new word,, are
formed, ai-d mieaingless distortionis of langcuage issue fromi blis
mout1b; consequently, hiis biearers, who, are iiot duli of car, fiind
it " difficult, to hiear" h, b ic ti goanl neaost
amend by strainiing hiis voice, or screauingiiY. It is at strangiç-e fact
we are totally ignioranit of our own voices. We kiow liow we
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