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YOUNG CANADA. Ihome and get fathor's big gun. Corne, hurry In a fow minutes Oharlie came up p- nting
-now." as he ran.

TEE YO0U.NG BEAR H UNTERS. Little Nod's excitement wvas contagions, IITigo's got hiim on ahead !"cried Ned, ail
and oven Chiarlie becamo imbued in a great a-quivor with excitement. ««Won't father

Comu, boys, I guesb y-ou'd better go ov er mnieasuro with it, starting off in asouthwesteî - luok if we bring home a bearV
tAlfred's barn, and get a bundie of bay, 1ydirecion, while, Nediahtened home. The bo' pressed along. They skirted

there's a littie left. The cows hàave.n't tiad 'Oh, father, thore's a bear slept in Alfred's around a lowY wet place or I bogin"I whoe the
inuch te cat this iiorn)in'." barn last night, and 1 wvant the gun. 'cause rrounid %vas flooded and partially frozen over,

The speaker hobbled to a widow and rne'n Charlie's aoin' to shoot him. Charlie's for the wvcather had been cold oen for that
lookcd out upon the istutipy, ïnow-covered gono over to Yordon's after BilIy's dug anld high latitude, thougli the bear and tho pur-
field, for, thougi it wva. the firdt wveek of May,: run, *and Ned's face wvas ail aglowv ,ashle su îng dog liad turned neither te the righit nor
a heavy storm hiad corne the niglit bofore, giv- Vorcod usâ words out in a buncli. loft.
ing the land:,capt, a decideII1y %Ninterishi vipect IlNon4ense,» said tie lioy's mother, iiervous- Tho dog's barking was growing lounder and
flccoyi thevcrin nwud ui ise h ly, Il whiat can you boys do bcar-hunting?"I lieadsu hy a iÀ aeigwll

thouh th warn sn wold sO~ Pthebut Caleb Strong sympathizod wvith the boy'splneadunthyawircprigidy
he to by, hrlead e trtdadet8prt about at the foot of a troc in the branches of

briskly forth on their errand, tramping across " Lot loin go," lie said, Iltboreo's bon tiomo-- whaich a ak as fsagyfu oudb
the field throughi the inelting inov, where a Lhin' p)ruývIin' round lately, an'. p'r'aps they'lI Charlie stopped irresolutely, but Ned's
few hicadl of cattle wcre striving te satisfy 'shoot iîîî. Only be carefu l,"e added, as couraqe scuinod to risu witli the occasion.
their bunger by nilihling around the stunpq 1Ned, whIo needed nu second bidditug,, toock M e've g(,t hlm,- ho said, bis eyes glittering
whiere Uic 'snow hiad thawed away. Charlie, down the litge old mnu.,ket froîn the books as lie drow the hiaiumer of the old muskot ,
fifteen yuars cl, %val a ratlwr slight, 'hlicate ovcr the fire-lace and1 began luadig it with back. -l'Il shoot lusn and yutictand ready tu
lad, resen~ibing his mother, wvhiIe Nedl, two ,the skill of a' veteran backwoodsman; thebe, finish bimn if 1 don't kili bim."
years youngyer, was active and fulil cf lue as a 1varmiints claw ter'bly if you git too near tcoo The bear was ensconced in the fork of the
Young colt.' cm. I Nwishi I ivag well, I'd go m ili him, trec cerne twcnty feet froni the grounid and

They tridged along the rougli, narrowv mail bt tbey woi't overbiaul thiecritter," continued' his attention wvas now equally divied between
throughl the woods toward their brother's the lame man, thougli the inother lookod 1the boys and the dog. Hie snarled and showed
clearing, Ned's vlicc' ringin., .ut in laugh and anxiouâly after the 8turdy littie figure that bis teeth in a savage griii, M~ille old Tige
sexig, while. hlus ronpanion wvalked more1 bcunded away, ýgun in hand and poiwder-horn: loaped around Uie foolt of Uic troc in a frcnzy
sedatoly, swiiiging a light oil of repe in his and bullet-poucli dan(gling at his side ifrae.
hand witli whichi t( bind itpthe mnuch-needed Little Ned'.3 nerves seomod like steel,
bundle of ho.y. w ~hile Clîarlio's face wvas livid and bis teeth

Soon they caine in siglit of tie cIvaring 9 J fairly chattored, and ho stood trembling as
the wvalL, and roof cf the new b'arriguru * - bis cool brother wvent around the tree hop-
mcring threugh the leafless tr,"es. This; 01)- ingy te get a shot at the animal's hea.rt. But
erng was even sinaller thatr t,~ (Itlil and, ïe- the limbs of the troc intcrvenud, and hie
like it a uruddb uefrs rc ~ came behind the bear, saying as lie steadied
on every side, the barn beinýy as yet its only thc huge gun against a trec:
building. Ais the boy.s neared this latter. -I'mi agoin' to shoot," and hoe closed bis
wbîcli sat upon cedar posts or " piuncheons" lips firmaly as bis oye glanced alongy the bar-
set in the --round, leaving an openingy cf a .rel, while even Tige soo.aied te' bld his

copl o fetormreunerth 1i, thcy breath, and Charlie's Ileart tbumped loudiy.
noticed tracks in the snew resemblingr thieeThnalodcsmkbutfrnth
of an immense dog, and coin ing frein beneath muzzlc of the gun, a crashi reverberated
the barni asý thougli the animal, wlîatever it -tîrougli the %vods, and a dark object corne
wvas, had soughit shelter in tbe empty huilil.. down with a lieavy blov upon the ground,
ing fromn thc storrn during the nigbit. The wbile Tige grappled witl Uhc fallen bear
tracks zigzagged about the field, and then ~3only to Le hurled back by a stroke cf the
led in a more direct hune to t1ie northward, animal's powerful forepaw, against the trvnk

-in which direction the forest extended THE YOVXNG BFN ' Jî 1TEItS cf a trec, whore lie lay half 8tunned by the
miles and miles. shock, whie the wounded bear, which bad

"Wlat do you s'pose it is 2' aed Ned, af- When Ned reacbcd the batn again hoe found beun bit near the sinali cf the back, draggged
ter -exainininig the tracki attentively. ne signaý cf Charlie, and irnpelled by bis.- cager- himself toward the dog We finish bis work

"A dog, ain't it ?"I returned Charlie, wbo neas8 lie at once teck the animal's trail. It Ned sprang forward with upraisod gun te
wa., net as deeply interested as bis brother. led crookedly through tIe field and into the ,protect Tige. and the bear with a howl faced

<No, there isn't any dog round bore with, woods, only a fow rods away, as thougli the the boy.
ducli big feet," answered Ned, dccidedly - '1 let'% bear, if bear it waâ, had loitered along lob>- Clarlie seeiiied ready te sink with terrer.
sec wbat bo's been a-doin' in the bari.' urely. fI e saw the white teeth of the bear, and real-

Thcy operred tIe duor and enttred, Charlie "Calel nwImgn yrytrack'~ ized the danger cf bis dauntless littie brother,
sumewlat timidly, Ned with ail the eagrerness said the boy to hinself as lie presbed alung- and then bis weak, nervelesa hands became
cf a rat terr*e cn.n an.A one end cf through the open woods. ,strong. Hie brought thc gun te bis shouldor,
the barn floor lay a quantity cf louse bay, and Soon ho came te w bore the animal ball again a sharp report ephocd among tL3 trocs,
ini thc hay at one side iu corne cat straw Ned scratched about the root of a fallen troc, and and the bear clawed and tore thc snow-covered
xound wlierc the animal brui slept.I, bore the tracks gave evidence t hat bruin had leaves in bis death struggyle.

IlDidn't hoe have a snug place 1" said Ned, stopped and t arned about, and thon on through Poor Tige limped sorowfly 'hume, but
luoking into the round nest in the straw as the woods straiglit as a lino hoe bad bounded the boys, especially Charlie, were elated with
tl±ougb lie wished the animal stili occupied it. ,away as thougb scenting danger. , pride at their saccessful bear-bunt.-Tlte
"l'il bot it wais a her" i oniud as And at titi- moment a rushi cf feet carne ud-Aroy
Charlie drcw back with a somiewhat pale tbrough the woods beliind him, and Ned
check, for lie lacked the true Iîunt,ýr's, instinct Lurned t e c Tige, Biily Jordan's big brindieALESN N W MNG
of bis younger brother. dog, dashing aiong like the iligbht of an arrow.1

" Oh, I guess not, at any rate %volve got te Straight on lié, rushied iii the %wakeocf the fly-
get the bo, returned the eider boy, laying ng animal, payirug nc lieed to the Loy and A seal-mother g-ives a curicus display of
tie rope upon the barni floor and preparing te uttering ne sound, and Ncd hastencd along at, maternai solicitude in teaching lier caîf to
tie up the bundie d, fuîdder, but little Ned ,his best pce. ,swili. First taking hcbd cf it by the flipper,
was eut cf doors taking observations cf the, The boy' rahcm hc witlioer and for a whilo supporting it above, water,
ti-acks, bis eyes -blaze with excitemient. Then exrtjon, but stili lie sped onward. Ail at with a shove slue sends the youngster adrift,
hie rushed into the barn again. ,once the deep baying cf Tige brokt the st.ill- leaviug it te shift for itself. In a short tine,

"Corne, Chiarlie," lie cried, hurriedly, "Ilot ness. 'thc little creature becomes exbaustod, .vhen
the hay go. We niust have that fellow. You "He's tieed hit Il cried Ned exultantly. sIc takes a fresh grip on its flipper, and again
in acrosà througli tIe woods- and got Billy and lie paused and tUrLed around to se if hoeupportsý it Vill it bas recovered breath, after
Jordon .s dog and gun. HIe ain*t tu boume, but could bear anything cf Charlie. whicli there is another pusli off, £oilowed by a
Iii,~ mother'll lut you have 'cmn, and old Tige Away bock in tIc distance hoe beard a faint, new attetniit to swim, the bame process being
will tree that bo:ar. I don*t beliove he's gone "hello "' which lie ansiwcred loud and long, ,several tirnes repeated te the end of the les-
'iqr, 'cause le was loafin' dcwn through tIe while Tige's deep voice on ahead betokanod son.--Fu'om IlTre Land of Pire," by Mayjne

I krrow by the tr'acks. l'Il go over that the grime was stationary. Reid.


