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A WRITER in the Christran at Work tells how the
“organites” and anti-organites, under the leadership
of Deacon Stone and Mr. Guile quarrelled until V1.
Guile's party left the church, and Deacon Stone’s be-
came so small they liad to discontinue services. The
church was closed.

But still, as Deacon Stone passed those closed doors, a

geim chuckls of satisfaction would accompany the reflection,
** We kept their old organ out, we did.” While Mr., Guile,
as often as his gaze rested on the desested structure, expe-
rienced an inward glow, for, as he was wont to say, ** If they
did keep the organ out, we broke up the chutch,”
Exactly. Breaking up the congregation, closing the
church doors, disgusting and dnving away every
peace-loving and pious person in the congregation
are matters of no importance compared with gaining
a victory over one's fellow Chnsuan. Certain kinds
ofmen will chuckle over the ruins of a church any
time if they can only gain a sorry httle triumph
among the ruins.

A CORRESPONDENT describing the late meeting of
the American Board of Foreign Missions says:

As to the spirit of the meeting, it must be deplored that

it was so Jarge an extent the spint of controversy. There
were multitudes of good people who came frow all the
country tound v hear the missivnanes, and to cawch ther
spirit and to sit in heavenly places. To such the city hall,
with its interminable discussions, and which even intruded
into the closing hour, and shoved into a shamefusly brief
space_the farewell addresses of the missionarnies, was not a
heavenly place.
We have heard of excellent people nearer home who
have gone to ecclesiastical meetings, expecting to find
them heavenly places, but were pamned to find them
rather earthly  Alady, whose character and work and
purse were a power for good in the congregation to
which she belonged, came away from a meeting of a
Presbytery we need not name saying . * There 1s as
xuch human nature there as anywhere else.” More's
the pity that good people should have such disappoint.
ing experiences.

MR. D. SINCLAIR, M.P.P., made a good point the
other day n the Bapust Convention, when, repeliing
the charge that Univerity College is a * Godless it.-
stitution,” he said :

The State University was not an irreligious school ; it

eimply did not teach rehigion because the Bapttsts and other
denominations had objecied 1o the State giviag religious 1n-
struction. (Applause.)
Mr. Sinclair might have added that the Baptists, a
short time ago, refused to juin the other denomina-
tions in a move ' at to have the Bible read in the
public schools, un the same ground.  They contended
that it was no part of the work of the State to give
religious instruction in the pubiic school', Mow
they, or some of them, ca!l Un?versity Coll¢ze * God-
Jess ” because it does not do the very tling which
they then said ought not to be done ! A member ot
the Convention showed that, a few years ago, a more
representative gathering of the denomination than the
one held in Toronto last weck, unanunously accepted
University Federution. The McMaster bequest
seenss to have a bewildering effect upon a good many
Baptists. °

DR. CUYLER gives the following sound advice to
ministers and others who are coming near to the end
of the journey: .

Do not give way to querulous thoughts or words. Do not

ba: up your windows against new ideas. Keep abreast of
the (Yro’grcsg of truth and of your Master's kingdom. In.
stead of retiring to the infirmary, Aeep living to the last,
Keep the sap flowing, the tongue still eloquent for Chuist,
and the hands busy in some wotk of benevolence. Do not
idle away even the Saturday afternoon of life.
One of the very best specimens of Christian man.
hood one ever sces1s a ripe saint of fourscore whose
body has become old, but whose mind and heart are
stillyoung. The besctting fauit of old age is to dis-
parage and belittle everything new and over-estimate
the value of everything old. No amount of reverence
for the past can keep even the best of inen influcatial
for good, if they inake a habit ol sneering at every
attempt men of to-day make to glorify God-and help
their fellow-men. No man, however wise, should bar
up his windows against new 1deas simply becausc
they are new. Ideas are not necessarily good because
they are old, nor neccessanly bad because new,
Every old i1dea was once new. Many a man thinks
an idea new simply because it is stew fo Aigs.  Thous.
ands of men may have had it a century before he
was born, though he may have heard it for the first
time yesterday.

THE late Professor Hincks, of University College,
used to lay it down as an axiom that the young of all
animals are pluyful. It is quite possible, however,
that the young of the human animal may play at the
wrong time and in the wrong place. At least so
thinks a gentleman who wrote the following letter to
one of the daily papers, criticising the manner in
which the students behaved at the annual Convoca-
tion of University College : :

Allow 2 10 say, sir, that it is time such,conduct, alike
an insult to the visitors and a disgrace to the institution,
should be suppressed, Or if the college authoritiss are un-
able or unwilling to suppress the disorder, let the citizens
show their disapproval by refusing to accept invitations to
such meetings till they are assured that, their wives and
daughters will not be made targets for paper-darts and spit.
bLalls, 1n the gallery especially, where the embryo preacher
vied with the arts student in making a hoodlum of himself,
the uproar was such that only at rare intervals could the re-
marks of the speakers be heard. Even the most venerable
of the faculty, men whom we as citizens feel proud to hon-
our, were continually interrupted and jeered at by these
beardless boobies, to whom horse-play scems a most excel-
lent joke, and a cat-call the essence of wit. Newsboys and
boot-blacks will yell and jostle one anotber in 2 crowd, but
they will generally show some respect to a lady who hap.
pens to be among them. Ask any of the iadies who
attended Convocation, especially those unfortunate enough
to have becn in the gallery, how much respect was shown to
their presence by these *‘ gentlemen.” Truly, Mr, Editor,
if a force of policemen cannut be on hand for such occasions,
Convocation Day had better be struck out of the calendar tll
the gallery vandals have learned the rudiments of common
decency, or have been supplanted by men who will not dis-
grace the name of Canadian student.

s 3¢ speakers referred to were the venerable presi-
dent, Dr. Daniel Wilson, and the Hon. G. W, Ross,
Minister of Education. If these gentlemen are not
worth listening to, nobody 1n Canada deserves a re-
spectful hearing. It is high time this undergraduate
ro'vdyism were stamped out,

THE LAW OF THE SABBATH,

THE Prusbyterian College, Montreal, opened on the
sth inst. with the most encouraging prospect of a
prosperous and profitable session. It is well equip-
ped, has excellent accommodation, and its affairs are
administered with prudence and enterprise. It has
done good work in the past, and 1s certain to do
still greater work in the future. The opening lecture
this year was delivered by Professor Scrimger, on
“ The Law of the Sabbath,” and the subject is hand-
led in a masterly manner. There is no indalgence in
fiery invective, no wholesale \and indisciminaie de-
nunciation of those who are disposed to maks hight
of the binding obligation of the day of rest. Profes-
sor Scrimger does not hurl anathemas at the oppon-
ents of the Sabbath. Thorougily convinced himself
of the divine character of the Szbbath institution,
its sacred use and its many aCvantages, and being
fully aware of the design and scope of those who
would des poil us of one of heaven's best gifts 1o man,
he calmly reasons the matter, and notes the pleas ad-
vanced for a rélaxation of wue distinctive features of
the observance of the Christian Sabbath. He rea-
son justly. There is no cffort 7c evade a point, no

attempt to confound any opponent by appealing to

authority. There is a coascientious effort throughout
the lecture not only clearly to apprehend the objec-
tor's argument, but to understand the underlying mo-
tive that prompts opposition to a strict observance of
the Sabbath ; mn a word, he honestly e¢ndeavours to
view the question from the objector’s standpoint, In
following this course he has not weakened but greatly
strengthened his presentation of the claims of the
Sabbatk by a fair afid candid consideration of the
pleas urged by greed of gamn and love of pleasure
for encroaching on the sacred hours of the Sabbath
Day.

Living in a city where among a large body of the
people ideas of the Continental Sabbath prevail, and
considering recent attempts in LMontreal to run rail-
way trains, open a skating rink for a regimental band
to give “sacred concerts,” and a lterary institute
library, the able and dispassionate exposition of the
law of the Sabbath was most opportune, and i is to
be hoped that it will have a good effect 1n strangthen-
ing the conviction of those who regard with real con-
ceen the effurts from different quarters to seculanize
what 13 distincrively a Chastian n.stitution.  The po-
sitiov Jaid down at the outse* as geaerally recognized
by all sections of the Christian Church 1s the follow-
ing :

1. That the Sabbath or weekly rest is an institution which
3.000 years of practical expenience have probed 1o be of the
preatest service 10 man, regarded cven from a physical
point of view, and hus vindicated its tight to live, meeting
a want which is as real, if not so pressing and obvious, as
thet for a daily rest in sleep, in order that man may at.
tain the highest development of his powers and use them to
the best advantage.

2. That the Sabbath is a divinely-authorized institution
under the Chusuan dispensation, as well as under the Jew-
ish, having, like the institution of marriage, or the iostitu-
tion of property, a moral basis in the very constitution of
man.

3. That therefore, every man is in his conscience bound
to obwerve it, and

4. That the State is bound to provide such legislation as
will secure to all the privilege of observing it, and toenforce
that legislation.

The question of Sabbath labour 1s then clearly stated,
and it is shown that its primary sett’ement is in the
court of conscience. In connection with this certain
suggestions are made, The first 1s that generally the
shortest:road out of all perplexity is to avoid and re-
fyse all encroachments upon the day about which
there can be any seal doubt c¢r which threaten to
become dangerous. % This,” the lecturer says, “isa
heroic method, but it is a ssmple one, and is noble as
it is simple.” The next suggestion.is that itis perfect-
ly fair to make distinctions according to the degree.in
which aaything interferes with the object of the day.
‘There is a third suggestion :

Account must be taken of the fact that all are not in an
cqually good position. for a petfect observance of the day,
The nzcessitics of the very poorare more pressing than those
of the rich who have many resources not open to their less
fortunate ceighbours, Those whose heuts of labour are
long are not as well able to provide beforchand for their
wants as those who have abundance of leisute, those travel-
ling not as well able as those who arcathome. Some things
may therefore be open to them in conscience which would
be wrong in others. But we are no wise bound to make
their more pressing wants fix the standard for all.

The question of legislation to securs the proper ob-
servance of the Sabbath is next considered. A clear
distinction is made between the coercion of conscience
and enactments necessary for the preservation of Sab-
bath privileges in the interest of the public good.
Here aré Professor Scrimger’s words on this point :

On the one hand we seem bound to recogrize and allow all
reasonable conscientious libesty that is consistent with the
maintenance of the day. On the ather we must protsct it
from the license of those who would fain set it aside if they
could. Al works by which others are cocrced, or tempted
to violate the day, or disturbed in the enjuyment of it,
should be prohibited as inimical to the day, and so inimical
to the public weal. Hence all judicial proceedings should
be stayed, except where it might lead to miscantiage of jus-
tice ; all departments of the public service should be closed,
and all pubfic servants set free, except those necessary .or
the public safety. All establishments where wotk people
are employed, whether the number be large or small, should
be closed entirely, except on emergencics that cannot be
{ureseen and provided for; for if some work bahitually, all
must eventually do the same. All drinking saloons and
wine shops should be closed, for, if open, men will be
tempted to drunkenaess, revelling and disorder, and that alt
the more b cause they are free from labour. All shops
and markets should be ciosed cxcept for the most perish-
able articles s for, il they are kept open, the public will bs
tempted to purchase their supplies on that day- instead of
excrcising a reasonable forestyght,  And the experience of
sume « f vur cities shows that wuh a ittle management, in
our climate, the supply of.the mos: paishable articles, even
inzluding milk, may be provided for on the previous day.
Al rallway trains.and otl..  teavelling conveyances which
are Jot really necessarv, 8. v:id be stopped, Iest the public
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