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THE BRITISH F'EFCTIONS.

How often has the staid, dignified, matter-of-fact pro-
priety characteristic of English ways been held up
hoth by way of rcbuke and cxaniple to Canadians.
Such a thing would not have been said or done in
Enagland is a form of covert reproach, frequently
heard when something unusual occurs.  Many people
are shocked, or affect to be, with the energete lan.
guage in which politicians and political journals in-
dulge, especially during the excitement usual at clee-
tion scasons, and yet even in Enpland the Zatas a4l
Gazetle has not suspended publication,  The keen
contest over the clections in Great Britain has gene-
rated a tremendous volume of heated oratory ; in
several localities the air was sulphurous to an alarm-
ing extent, In Canada there has been considerable
political screaming heard of late.  Qur French-Cana.
dian fcllow citizens have Leen gesticulating wldly
and orating with more than thieir customary fluency
over the North-West rebellion and the execution of
its leader.  Here, in Ontario, wild incendiary shricks
have pierced the air.  All this however means little.
The recent crisis may change the numerical strength
of existing pohtical parties ; but lake aavigation will
be resumed in the spring of next year, the St. Law-
rence will keep on its course. to the Atlantic, and all
good Canadians will continue to devote their energies
to ¢ seir ordinary business, secular and sacred.

Considerable as has been the late excitement, it
cannot compare with what has charactenzed many
politscal gathenings during the progress of the recent
English elections.  Sirange 1o say, some of the
ficrcest speeches were uttered by clergymen, The
lurid remarks ef Archdeacon Denison have dragged
him into fame, such as it is. As an illustration of the
power of mind over matter it might tave been ex-
pected that vielence of oratory wuutd lead to physical
results,  In many instances there were free fights
wayged with a fierceness, by which, had theyoccurred in
Canada, she would have felt herself disgraced. Hon-
ourable and right honourable candidates were uncere-
moniously hustled about, and the sensitive feclings of
lady canvassers were not always respected. It 1s an
easy way out of the difficulty to lay the blame on the
sowdy element.  That class, no doubt, had its share
in the numerous election riots in Great Britain and
Ireland ; but the whole responsibility for lawlessness
does not rest on them.  The politician who docs not
know how to exercise his gift of spcech discreetly in
times of unusual excitement must bear his portion of
blame. «Our kin beyond the sea will see much better
conducted clections when they adopt our good Cana-
dian practice of making them simultancous,

The question of Church Disestablishment has been
a potent factor in the British election campaign. It
was brought to the front by Mr. Chamberlain in Eng.
land, and Lord Salisbury at once perceived that to
raise the Church in Danger cry was to secure for his
party the support of a large mitjority of the clergy and
adherents of the Church of England. Mr, Gladstane’s
assurances that it was a future, not a present, question
failed to reassure them, and to this the increased
strengti i the Conservatives in borough constituencies
is largely owing. The English people forand against
a State Church are convinced that the settlement of
the question is not far off. It is natural to suppose
that many adherents of a State endowed and sup-
ported Church believe that it is necessary to themain-
tenance of religion. They are sincere in their belief
that the Church is in danger. The same cry was
raised when the Church in Ireland was disendowed
but that Church has gained in many respects by the
salutary emancipation.

In Scotland the question is still nearer solution.
The success attending the disendowed Presbyterian
Churchesin that country has done much to prepare the
public mind fer the coming change. Ardently as the
Scottish people admire Mr. Gladstone, and though the
great majority of them are Liberal in politics, they did
not take kindly to their great leader’s advice to subor-
dinate the Chureh questics.  In many of the constity-
encies, Disestablishment was a distinct issue, and
Liberal leaders amnng theclergymen of theEstablished
Church withdrew «rom their party on that issue. Itis
sigmf, ant that the ringing speech of Principal Rainy
at the Free Church Commision was cordially endorsed
by a large majority of its members, The foll. wing is
the motion proposed by him ;

That the Commission, adverting to the circumstances un-
der which the question of teiminating the existing con-
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nectinn of Church and State In Sevtland {s now placed, feel
called upen emphatically tn renew the testimony and claim

grounds of dur_, Justice and cquity, noi only onthe grounds
of the known principles of thts Chareh, but alsoas a mrasurs
which sdecply cunrerns the cause uf Christ in Scotland, and
the future weifase of the Chusches 3 and, in exisiny, ciicum.
stances, not doubling that the sicht of Senttish congituen.
cics to make their veice heand on their own offaits, thiough
thiclr «wn memibers, will be steadfastly maintained, they ex-
hurt thetr pevple to clearness and fismness on the subject,
and leave 11, with all confilence, in thefr hands,

This motion was secanded in an able and luminous
speech by Professor Lindsay.  An amendment, pro.
poscd by Rev. Mr. Bannatyne and seconded by Major
McLeod, reads thus .

That the Comuidsion take no acticn vpon the statement
of the Lonsenct of the ¢ ammuttee on Cluich and State, . o
adhere to thy fusdamental principles of this Clureh, as em
tediad in i well-known decoments, andd refuse « alluw itself
t2 bie entangled with polnical parusanstap,

Afler an alde debate, characterized by great plain.
ness of speerh, the result of the vote was as follows
For the moton, seventy-two; for the amendinent,
cighteen,

Althoagh in Ireland the Nationalists excrcise a des-
potism well-nigh abwlute, and although Mr Parneli's
advice to lus followers in England and  Scotland was
gencrally followed semewhat to the injury of the
Liberal Party. it is not now so apparent that he can
hold the balance of pawer. There is a probahility
in Lord Rescbery's prognestication that the newly
clected Parhiament will find an early grave.
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Messrs, RAPHAEL Tuck & SONSs, fine art pub-
lishers, New York, send specimens of their Christ-
mas and New Year Cuards. In style they are vaned
cnough to suit any taste, and in design and execution
they are astistically beautiful,

THE ATLANTI. MoNTHLY. (Boston: Houghton,
M:filin & Co.}—\Vith the December number the A¢-
lantic Monthly complctes s fifty-sixth volume, It
s a speaally attractive one.  The subjects discussed
arc interesting to cultured and intelligent reacers how-
ever their individual tastes may sary.  Not a number
of thus hugh-class monthly 1s 1ssued without contribu-
tions from the most famous American wnters of the
time.

THE ENGLISH ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE. (New
York: Macmillan & Co.)~The enterprising publish.
ers of this excellent magazine have 1ssued a superb
Christmas numbes. It contains, in addition to the
usual llustrations, twelve exquisite full-page engra-
vings from pictures by such pamnters as Sir Noel
Pajon, Sir Fredenck Leighton, G. F. Watts, R.A.
and others scarcely less celebrated. Besides the
usual variefy of interesting articles, the - is a number
of attractive short stories by distinguisned novelists.

FUuTURE PUNISHMENT ; OR, DOES DeaTn END
PropaTioN? By the Rev. Walham Cochrane, D.D.
(Brantford : Bradley, Garretson . Co.}—In his pre-
face, Dr. Cochrane informs us that “this treatise has
been written and compled at the request of the pub-
lishers, to mect a felt want in many Christian homes.
Volumes by speciahists in science and theology abound ;
but these for the most part arc beyond the capacity
and comprehension of the ordinary reader, and only
treat of some onc phase of the question, with which
the writer is specially concerned.” The author has set

! himself the task, which he has admirally accom-

wished, of wniting popularly, but not vaguely, on one
of the most important themes now occupying general
attenuion.  In thoroughly discussing recent theorte.
there 1s a faw, frank and honest statement of the views
now current on the subject of future punishment. 1he
spint in which this 1s done 1s most praiseworthy. The
subjects trested in the volume are Materiahism, Evo.
Iution, The Immortality of the Soul, Conditional Im-
mortality, or Annshilationsm, Optimism—Canon Far-
rar's * Eternal Hope,” Probationism, Purgatory, the
Dantcan Theory of Physical Suffering, Agnosucism,
and Universalism, o: Restorationism., In wddition,
copious notes, being chiefly extracts from the wntings
of the leading thinkers of the time, are appended to
the respective sections. There are also special con-
tributions to the volume by Professor McLaren, D.D,,
Dr. Carman, General Superintendent of the Methodist
 hurch; Professor Shaw, LL.B., Professor Stewart,
D.D., Rev. John Burton, B.D., and Archbishop Lynch.
The volume has for fro.tispicce a life-like steel por-
trait of the author, and for illustrations there are a
number of Gustave Doré's characteristic pictures.
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THE MISSIONARY WORLD,
(Centtzucd.)

No grander, no more del htful, field of Christian
waik has cver heen presented te carnest hearts than
ths, whach calls for dange ond vige oo s eflorts from the
ladies of all lanls to-day.  There as no department of
mission wak i Ind a where tly veaults nave been
richer, cunsidering the anwunt o) labeur Lestowed
upon ity and none more worthy of conteneed and in.
creased support.

Many of our readers bave heard of Lard Radstock’s
recent visit to India. e has come back deeply im.
pressed with the immense value and importance of
“woman’s work ameng women” there.

Lord Radstack says . “ The separation Letween the
natives of Indin and the Englishos very stnking. Even
the missionaries find it very difficult to break down
the barrier which divides tl:emn from the people of the
country. They are locked upon as Lelenging to the
ruling race, and in many places regard 1 as Govern.
meet officials,.  The zcnana lady missionary alone is
able to get into the inner life of the people. She
visits in their houses ; the women grow accustomed to
her.  They tell her thcir troubles.  She sympathizes
with them and the touch of sympathy opens their
hearts.  Moreaver, the wark 13 carmied on quietly and
unostentatiously ; st stics up no apposition,  The
women svon lcarn tw look upon the lady sissionaries
as their friends.”

The work carticd on by lady medical missionarics
in different parts of India great,, nierested Losrd
Radstoch , but, he says, Y valuabie as woman's nork
amung wumenan Ladia s, it s most inadequate to e
size and pupulation of the country,  The nussion sta.
tions ase like Lright spots here and there, which seem
to make the sutsounding faikuess more visibls, At
the same time all the lady missiunarics testified to the
boundless opportunitres tor work and influence, if only
the means and the wartkers wete forthcoming,
\Women, espeatatly of the bigher classes, are unap-
proachable, except by women ; orumary mussionary
cffort cannot reach them ; while lady missionaries can
reach both women and men  If 10,000 ladies could
be sent to India, there would he abundangt woik for
them all. I I had £ieo,cco to spare for mission

work, 1 would rther employ it in sending out women
than men.”

NEW MISSION STATIONS IN CENTRAL INDIA.

Subjoined is a recent letier, dated Neemuch, by
Mrs. Wilson

You may be interested in hearing a little about our
new mission stations here in Cemtral India, Neemuch
and Mundesor.  Asyou krow, we stayed in Mhow for
some months after aur arnval in the country, and
there Mr. Wilson s ume was cluefly given to study of
the language.  Last June, hewever, he began work by
means of nauve teachers, in Neemach and Mundesor,
visiting the fie'd himscll every two or three weeks.
This, while the best that could be done under the cir-
cumnstanzes, was not very sausfactory, so just as soon
as theee was a break (we thoupht 1t only a break, but
really the rainy season seems to be over) in the rains,
we moved to Neemuch, and here we are now, nicely
settled in a comforiable bungalew in the camp,

Neemuch Campis much smaller than Mhow, thoogh
one of the oldest in India. At present there are here
a_company of Royal Artllery, a battery of Lancashire
Fusileers, ind the 23rd Queens Own Light Cavalry, a
native regiment. It was in Neemuch that the
“mutiny " first broke out in Centrai India, and the old
fort is still standing where the Eiglish who were in
the camp found protection from the rebellicus native
soldiery  We hear that Government has been advised
to break up the camp and remosve the tioops to other
places. Notlung s, howesver, decided, and as the
nat'ves are anxious to have it retained, and have peti-
tinned to that effedt, it may not be thought wise to
abandun the post. There are large numbers of Bheels
(the aborigines of Indw), a wild, wholly uncivilized
people, 1n this part of Scndia’s terntory, and the
Hu.doos and Mahwmmedans fear for their own safety
were the British troops withdrawn.,

The situation of the camp is rather flat, but there
arc so many beauwiful drives, cach drive an avenue of
tine old trees, that one does not feel the monotony of
level country so much ; and just now, aft« the rainy
season, it looks its ~ry best all vegetation 1s so fresh
and greco, The rans secan tv have quite stopped,
though it is rather carly, and a very few aays of Indian
sun scorches the land bruwn again, and unul nest
rainy scason we shall sce no more green fields, Nee-
inach has got rather a bad name on account ot there
having been several severe epidemucs of cholera
among the soldiers, which carmed off large numbers,
Thz new barracks, however, are very fine building
even, if posaible, finer in appearance ‘than the Ahow
barracks, and since their erection thers has beenno
scrious illness among the men.

(o be continued.)



