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Long as the claylight laits in May, fi was afler nightf'all
when 1"elicila left lier study anîd ivent daim ta the drawing.
roi, more elegantly and cxpensavely furnished. (or lier than
the drawaig.roenî at Riversdale Lait been. lis extravagant
disploy seenaed tu strike tapota lber suddeniy as she en:ered
il. Pliebe was Carne haime, and Madame liait rettred tu lier
own rona, having CtvCl up the cxpectauaon of seuang 1liu
cita that day. 2. ataalrd, the servant îuld hier. was stali
in thc batik, waîh bas laviyer, lur whulie ho ad tclegrapbed
ta London. Felicita sent himn a message that if hie was net
too busy she iwaaJaed tu sec hain lur a few minutes.

Ut. Cliflurd almost ammedsait.q alpearcd, and Felacata
savr bina for the farst turne. bihe hadl always heard bain
called oldi; but hc was a strong, erect, stern-loolcing mi uf
sixty, with keen, cokai eyes thai cuuld nut be avoided. Fe-
licita did net sck ta avoad them. She looked as steadi ly
ut him as he dlid ai bier. There were traces of teara on bier
face, but there was no tremer c.c weakness about lier.
Tbey exchanged a f:w cavil words as calmly as if they were
oa-danar-y acquaintances.

.Teli me braefly wbat bas halaened," she said to ham,
when Lie bail taken a seat near tahrer.

IBitefly," Le repeaté!d. IlWel 1 1 find niysilf robbed
af secunties worth nearty xÇS.ooo; pravate securattes, bond
and scrip, Ieft an cusîody mniy, net belongang ta the filma.
No one but Acton or Roland could bave access ta them.
Acton las eluded mec; but if Rçland as found Le must talce
thc cansequences."

'*Aund what are iliose?" sled Felacita.
Il1i aa prasecute bin as 1 wvouid prosecute a comn.an

thief or burgiai'," answeted Mr. Clafford. Il fias crame 's
mare dislionourable and cowardly."

l at sflot cruel te say ibis te me?P" shc asked, yct in
traniquil tone wbicb starledi bin.

'1Cruaell1"1 he repeatecd azain, j"«I bave net b,.a an 'aie
hubst ai ctaoiiag words. Vout asked me a qiestiuun, anci 1
Cave you thc answ'er tbat was an my mind. I acier (orguve.
Those wbo pass oaver crames aae themselves partakers an
those crames. Roltnd bas robbed not vnly me, but balf a
daren pour persrns, ta wboin stach a lois as trc. Would at
be riglit tu let sucli a mani escape jusicci"

You tbînk lic bas gene away on purpese ? *,be saad.
lie has ab.3cunded, 'answered M t. Clifload, *arnd thie

matter is already an the hands of tbe. ralice. A descraption
of bina bas beca telegraphed ta cvery palace station an the
kingdom. If be as tnt out ai ai, lac can barely escape aow."

Felicata's pale face o.uld net grow paler, but she shivered
perceptibly.

III am telling vout blaxntly." be saad, Ilbecause 1 believe
it is best te knuw tac worst at once. Il as itrible te bave
ai falng drap by drop. You bave curage and strcagtb ; I
sec It. Take an uid man's wund fur ai, it as better ta know
ail in ils naked aglinea, tlian bave it broupht ta light bit by
bit. There as neit he sadow cf a dubi et Roland scrime.
You de tnt blieve bano innocent yoursel ? "

INe." she replaed an a law, yet steady voac;, *1ne. I
must tell the trutb. 1 cannat comiert myself watb the bc-
fief that Le as innocent."

MNr. Clifford's keen eyes were fastened upon Felicita avath
admiration. Here iras a ironan, young and pallad mith
grtef and dread, wbo nritber tned ta nove baib prayers
and floods of acars, nor shrank fira ackaowledging a truthi,
hewever painful. ie badacyer seen ber bore, tbougbthe
costUy set of jewsels she iras wearang laad been lias owvn git
ta ber on lier weddirag. lie recoignized thera with pleasure,
and lookedl more attentavely ai ber becautiful but gboomy
fac= Wben Le speke again ai iras an a mariner leas Larsh
and abrupt than iatl been belore.

I amn net going te ask you any questions about Roland,"
Lie sasd, Ilyoubhave a nigbt. the besi raglt an the worid, ta
screen bamal and aid bain an escapaag trithîe just conse-
quences ai Las folly and crime."I

IYou miglil ask me," she aaterrupicdl, -and 1 should
tell you tle sample truth. 1 de su noir irbn I say 1 knew
nothing about bain. lie told ta c i aas Coing~ te Loandon.
But as ai net possible that peor Actan alune iras gntahya"

11t. Clifford sbaak Las bead an reply. For a feir minutes
lac paced o p and dowa tbe floor, and tben placcil barnacl at
the back ai Felicita, wîai lias band lapon ber chair, as if tu
support lin. Ina a glass opposite alie ceuld sec the refic-
tion ef lias face. gray and agiîated, wtia closedl cycs and
quia'ea-ng laps--a face that iuuked ten years aIder thaa ibat
wh;rL abe Lad seen irben e entercd thc raom. SIc fettthe
Chair shaken by lias trembling biandl.

*1 wili tell yoa,"- lie said an a voace wicbcdiL strave te
re.nder steady. 11I dad net spare ny aira son whlen lie Lad
defrauded Roland's fatber. Tliougb beltn woaald nut
prosecute bain, 1 left bain te reap the harvest oi bas deed te
thc fullI; and at wais woess titan tlie penalty the jair woaald
have exacted. Hie perasbed, disgracedl and iursaken, of
starvatian an Paris, tbe ciîy of picasures and of calmes. They
teld me that my son iras litie more than a living siceletan
irben Lc iras lutinai, se slowly bad the end came. If 1 diii
net spare bain, ca-. Ixelcat toward Raland ? The justice 1
dcnand is, in camparison, Mercy fer Lin."

As lic fanashed spcacang be opened Lis eyes, anad saw these
ai Felicita tastencid on the reflecaien ef bis face an tLe mirrer.
He îxarncd away, and an a minute ai tire rcàanmcd lits seat,
and soeagaîn an lats ordanary abrupt lone.

a tt il you do ?"* bc askccd.
,I cannet tdfi yet." site arawcred: I nust wirat till

suspense- as ever. Il Roland coaes bacli, or is breaigbi
back,' &bc iercd, l'tber 1 inust decide tihat te do? I
shall keep Ie myseif tail then 13 iliere anytFing 1 caia
do ?"I

Il 1ould yat- go- te your oncle, Lard Rivrdale ? " sug.
gested Mr. Clifford.
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"No. ne," thse eried ; I tilltnt ask amy liclp train
hilm. Ilearrangedmn m.griliage tortue, aid ha wlitee! tlil
disgrace keealy. I wrIit keep out af their vray j they shall
not be campelledl ta forbid m,- their soelety."

" *But te-murruir you Ladl better go auray fot the day, " lie
nswered: . lthere will be litople Maing aen Colng, tih

avili dlsturb yau. There avili be a rigolau eaicb mae.
Tbere là a detective now witb my lawyer, who la laaking
tbrough the paiera Ia the batik. 'bc pallc- have taken
possessinnt ofActoa's ladgi'ns.'

"I bave neirbere te go, shte repled, Iland I cannot
show vmy face eut ai doora. Madame and the cbtîdrea shahl
go te Pliebe Mairlowre, but I inuit be-ar it as weli as I can."

Il Wel, " lie said aller a biac pause, Il I vall Makte ilI.
easy as I can fer yeu. 'fou are tlankîng me a liard min?
Ves, I Lave grown bard. I %vs soi enough ence. But if
1 furgave any sînnea flair I abould du my boy, mlio is dead,
an atalul injusice. I wuuld fl pas uve bi aira, and I
date net pats aver any alter. I kaow I shahi pursue Ro-
iand uini lis desah ut mina anmy sun's late cases out fur at.
But 1'm nul a bard mani tu-sard innocent aufferers, like yuu
ami Las poor mothez. Try te tblnk ai ne as your frient!
nay, evea Rolanda firiend, for irbat wauld a feir years'

p enal servitude bc comparcal aith my boy's death? Shake
tanda vitb nie belore 1 g e"

The simili, rdlicule fisai she affeèred li avas iey coud,
thaugb bier face iras sîhîl caln and ber eyes chear and dry.
lie iras Limsef marc meved and agitated tirait be aippearei
ta be. Tbe mention et bais son alwsys sbeak bita ta the
a'ery centre ai bis saut ; yeî lie bad net been abla te resist
utterang the %votas that bail passed bis lapa' during thais pain.
fol interview witb Rolani'a young ilie. Unslied lears atere
burnaag undet Las eclads. But il st badl net been foi that
deathlike 1ai Le m'ight have imagined ber almeat un-
moved.

Fehicita iras dowa stairs here Madame the next mzroa-
ang, and Ladl orderci the carnage ta bec ready ta take ber
and the children tu L;pfold Fsaim ditectly alter breakfast.
It aras se rare an incident fit ibeir mnuther tu be prescrnt ai
the breakfast'table that Felix and I-huda feht as if it wcre a
bhhday. Madame was pale and sad, and for thie liast tanme
Felîcita tbought ai ber ai being a sufferer e)y Roland's crame.
lier liusland's moaber Lad been laide more te ber than a
superior bouselceeper, whbai laera faatbfuhly attached ta
bier and lber cbtîdrea. The homely, genîle, denestic for-
cagner, faema a homble Swiss Lame, Lad lecked uta ber
young aristocaic dauphter.aa-Iaw as a bcang frun a bagli
spherc. But now tLe dewncast, sorreaiful face ai thc eIder
wonan touched 1 clacata's sympatby.

"lMboiler 1" 11Ie said, as sean as tLe chiiren bai run
away ta gel readir for their drive. She liai neyer beturc
cailei Madame " meibea," and a staithed leuk, almost of
deligbî, crossedl Madame's sad face.

IlMy damaglater 1" 11be cried, running ta Felicita's aide,
and thrawing bier arms timiîlly about ber, "Leb is sure ta
came back soona-t-day, I think. 3h, ycs, Le wili be Lere
ulien ira return! 1 'ou do ireil ta siay tee hci Lm ; and 1
should bc glad te bc liere, but furthae lhildren. Yes, the
littie unes inust be out cf the way. TIc> muai nul sec tbeir
fatbcr'.-t bouse searchei; they must never kn oav bc L as
suspect. Actoa dad say at was ail Lis fauit, L as fault
and-"

but bere Madame pausci for an instant, for badl not Acteni
saîd i ias Felicata's fautt more thai, any onie's?

-Phebe lecard bin," site tient on Lastaly ; land if it is
nat bis fault, wby did Lc kîli Limself? Oh, il as an :lfor-
lune that my son ment ta London tbat day!1 It would
ai be ragbt if Le ere bere ;but Le is sure le came ta-day
and explain il ail, and tLe banik will la: openci again. Se
bc oi good.comtort, my daughter ; for God as prescrit math
uas, and with my son aise."

Lt was a serrowful day aithe Upiold Faim in spite of tLe
cbildren's uaconscaaus niribiainess. Oid Marluate luckeil
biaaci anto bas worksbop, xand irouli sec none oi tban,
taking bas neals !tar an aullen anger. Phabc's lecart was
almeat brokcn watb listening te, Madanac's camnest assevera.
tiens oi Ler son*s perfect innocence, and ber eager bepea ta
land bia whbn site reached hume. Il iras nearly Impossible
ta ber te keep Uic oppressive secret, wliach seemed cruahing
lac. il'u ,leception and mnisery, and Lez aia nautenca ap
peard ta Lerseif marc coademnatery than any mords cold
bec. But Madame dad not notice lier silence, and ber grief
was only natural. Phebe'atests fcMlalkebain on.Maiam&s
ac>aang lecart. Felicuta Lad net irept; but this yeunag girl,
and ber abandoi2ment te passronate btrrsus of tears, wa-L
necici ceasoling bersehl, mas a consolation ta the pour ma-
tLer. Tley kacît tegetLer an Pbcbe's littie bedron. sybile
îhe rhildrea were playang on tbe alde aplanis around tbcm,
Anud tbey praycd silenthy, if lecavy sobas and aaghs coat bc
calied silence ; but tl:ey prayei together, and foi Lez sona;
and Madame retuarnedi home comforici and Lepeiu.

It Ladl been a day ef fierce trial ta Felicita. SLc Lad net
forniaed any idez ef Loir searchinr would be the aIvestigation
ofthe places mizere any of bier ..asband's papeis mighl bc
iound. ie: aire siudy iras no exempt fira the payang
cycs of the deiectaves. Ths roni scred tu berI wimch
Roland binsif nezc enierci iaîoni permassion, iras tan.
sackei, and forevet dcsecrated ant lier cyca. This officiai
mcddhang wmi bet books and Le:. papets, cuuld mevea ha
forgetteni. The pleasant place was made an abunanatiea ta
lier.

Thc batik iras reopencil the next metning ai the accus-
tomed Leur, fer a t'ery shLrt investigation by Mr-. Clifferd
and tbe experiencd aivisers sunmnncai fiira London te
assasi bain provei that the revenues aifi theaim wcre ilmost
as good as ea'cr. The panic Lad been caumard by tLe vagu
rumeur afleat osai ne nystenous canplicaîy in crame
tweeD the absent patiner tai the clerk tibo Lad cormitîcil
suaicide. it mas, therefore, conidered ïieeessary for tic
prosperaus re.establishment ai the batik ta put feniL a eau-
taensly wondcd carcular, an irLich Mr. Clafford's retrD iras
made the reason for thme absence an a long joumaey ai Ro-
land beiton, arLse disapparance Ladl te bc accaur.tci for.
13y Uhic le howra arrescil and brouglai ta trial the confi.
den. of the bank's custonters tuai& sutsbihity tenul an seatu
me.isurc be regeaner!.
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Roland Seftn had net but tb feiv difliculties in geltiag
citai aa'ay out of Englani, and there iras little chance ai
lais being identiticil, front description mercly, by any of tLe
toteaga police, or by aay Englisis deteclive an tLe continent
who vras mot as familiat wmi Lis persoas appeatance as the
Riversborough farce were. la bais boyhood Le Lad spent
many munths, years even, in las naîher'a native village tvill
ber fatber, Ml. Roanda MeIrle, tLe pastar tir a parish among
the juta Moastairas. l ias as easy fur Lin le assume the
chiaracter ai a Swiss mouataineer as ta austain iLat ai a

trseous English banker. The incas, the patois, the
la"bî.tse? th e peasnt wec ail fanihiar ta Lin, and lis dis-
guise ian ther iras as complete as d'isguise evcr can be.
'Tla keen eye cither ai haie or Late cas pierce throogli ail
disuise

Saraterlani iras ail fatherm aud te Lim, as much se as Lis
native counatry, and île courxty in wbach Riversbotouga aas
satuaici. Tîere iras me ignorance in Lina ai any little
town, et the leasi keema ai tLe Alps, aihica miglat betray
the siranger. Hie aveuli Devez naeci ta attract notice by
askiag a question. He Lad became a nxember ai ana Alpine
club as saua :s hais boyish tbemas and siacus irere aiîeng

emeugh lot staff and peraloua climbing. lie Ladl crosc tLe
.. si dificait passes and scalci anmte ai tLe wrt pea ks
And tLere hai beecai thin Lin that passionate lave of the
countiry conanon ta Uic Swuss irbich an English AlI ne
climber can neyer facel. ii moihez', land hai filler! Li:n
urath an ardent fiame, amauliering ai limes amid tLe ab-
surbrxg inlcrests of bis somebat prominent place lin Easg-
aLs laie, but ever nei andi theai brcaking eut iet an ira-

pressible longing for Uic sipLi ai ils whlite mouatains and
swiut, strong sareans. Il iras ai once bac safeit and tLe
auait dangerous af refuges. He uvouli be certaialy seaight
toi there ; but there lic coulai most effcctually conceal hin-
self. Hie flair thulLer arath bis burden of si and ahane.

Relaxai adoptai ai once tLe incas ai a icera artisan ai
the Juta-suIs a mnz as Le Lad Inonoa lin bis boyhood as a
wtracîmaker ai Loche et the Dauba. Foi a feu isys hc
aaayad ai Geneva, lodgiaig in sur-la a street as a Locie artisan
wuui bave clons-. but lac couhai moi fei secure thare, in
spîteof bas oua certaaaty that Las transformation mas cern-
plete. A tesihesa dread hauntci Lin. lic Iner ircll tbat
ibere are in ce-eyone little personal traits, tricks oi geature,
ami certain lunes et a'uice, alusys reaiy ta betray tas. L ma
yea tua carly in the year for mnaay tr-vciers te be jounayiag.
te Swilzerlami ; but already a (ew saa-aggiing pioncera of the
sommer thight mere appaing ia Uic larger tomes, and irbat
aveuli Le Lis fate if azny anc of thcn recSgrai-d Lim ? lic
quitte! Geneva, and anrxdc amay ioe ic naaim vil-
luges.

It iras May-îine, and thc sxaov.'ine mas stil! lingering
loir dotai on the stccp :lep=., t .,ugh thc flouera tcre

aàiag5in mi lite up la ita var niargin, aeemring to drive il
b IL ax-Il higher every day. The fligL Alps were stihi
fait l cher! in niniminter, andi mitb untroade mastes and
plaina% et sasoi lying ail arouni then. Thc deserti mna-
tin farmnaand great sahitary isotela, se thironger! lait sum-
mrxe,-cre enpty. But ia the valîcys und the hile villages
lyang on tLe marn southecra alopes, or shilterc iy precipi-
tous rocks fram the biting winis, Iert: mas cveaywhere a

There iras thug a coud dca! aI conjecture and ai contras-
ictary opinion abroadinIr Riversborug coacerning Roland
Seiton, wilh continued ta bc tLe tewn's talk foi' sanie
aaeeks. Even Madame begait ta belleve in a Laif-bemil.
derci mannet thiat ber sit Ladl gene on a jaurmcy of business
eonnectedl aith the batik. tlaough site could net accouait for
LIs total silenace. Somectimes &he wanderedl If La ami Feu-.
cita couuai have Lad some fatal quartel, whlichbLaid drivera
Lin aaaay trama homne la a parasysm of passionate dasap-
peiatmeaa and bitteraca,. Felicîta a coliness and ladiffier-
ence migbi have doa., ta. aVitL titis thieught, aid the Lape
et bis arla sanie day, ahe tunaci foirealief ta the disoharge
ai ber lieuselioli dulies, and ta the conpanlonshlp ai the
cbaîdren, irbu kacai notbhrag except that their laitier tas
gone away an a Journey, ami might comae back amy day.

Neither Madiamae non thae chltrea kncv that ibenever
th~ey leit thec heuse they %acre fulluaaed by a detective, and
cry moavemeni tas closely tiatcher!. Blut F-elicita was

consciaus et it tay saine delicate sensitiveness ai ber imagi-
native temlactament. She tclused ta qtuit the bouse except
ira the ' anin hea site rambîi about the garden, and
feclt the fehair from the river braratbiag aginst bier aiten-
acbing temples. Eiren then shc fancîi un eyc upen 1ber-
an uriblecplng, unblinking eyca the unwearying vagilaaàce ai
justice on tLe watch for a ctlmimal. Nigbt and day sLe
feot hersehi living unîler lis steny gaze.

l iras a positive pain ta Ler aiben reviema of ber book
appearcdin variaus pi e rs, ud were ferwaried te ber a%îilb
cangtatulatary Ictters tram ber publisbers. Shc ira living
fat eaaaugh tram Londen ta Le easily persuaici, wuthout
much vanaay, tbat ber naine iras upon everybady's lips
ti etc. SLe read tLe teviews, but avilla a sick liearis and the
avords imere forgotcaa as sair as site put thien away ; biat tLe
Riversbortaucb papers, wiihh laera very guatici Ii their
statements atout île ehesîb ai Acton andi the events ai -tLe
Old Bank, t-4 ok tap tLe book avilI vhat appeare! ta bier
fulsomo anad offensive enîbuiasa. l Ladl neyer occurrcd
ta ber £lrar loma ciatacism tirs certain tu toilai teec appear-
ance of a local inter iand sLe sbr.ank trom it avitb norbid
and exaggeratted disgust. Ea'ert if ail Lad beca avell, if
Reland lad beera hesadc lier, ibear notaces wouhr! have been
well-nigh antolieratale ta lier. She could net Lave endurci
beang stated at and poiaited eut an tLe streets ai ber aira
laie lowir. But net fane Lad conie ta ber ivith brokeai
avîngs ami a cracked ta-unpet, ami site sbudierci ai the
soundt ai her ewn natue barshly prachaiaed tbreugh it.

Isaurn becane evadent ibat Roland Sefion Lai succeeded
an gettiag: aiay oui ai tLe country. Thc police mere ai
tault ; and as ne ue an bais aira home kaci Loir ta con-
munacate wtb bain, ne chue Ladl Leen iiscovered by chose
surveillance ai thear nevemrents. Such vigilance ceuhd Le
kepi tap oahy foi a feu nionthi al longeai, andas Uic sommai
drew toarr the endila ceasci.
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