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"The Committee feit that, ta suppiement the most

inadequate grant given by tbem, which is tIe àtrnost

their fonds will ailow, flot a few ai the members af aur

Churcî, if invited, would giadiy give speciai subscrip-

lions ; and thcy authorized us to issue this short note

asking for sudh.
"I trust you wiil recognize that the case we present

ta you is rcally a clear and clamant anc."

Subscriptions will be rcceived by Rev. R. G. Bal-

four and Rev. J. G. Mackintosh, offices of the Free

Church ai Scotland, or by the Treasurer ai the Churcî.

ADDRESS TO THE REV. DR. BAIN.

Oa Monday, the i sth inst., thc Rcv. Dr. Bain, ai

Perth, was presenîed with tIe foiiowing address:

To the Rtv. Dr. Bain, Minister o St Apidrew's Church.

We, tIc members and adîcrents af your cangregation,
regret tbat, after a long lufe oi useful service amnngst us, you
should féed yourself forced ta retire from tIc active duties ni
thc ministry among us, undir circumtances, aver whicb, as
it seemed ta us, we lad no contrai.

As it las been .decided at a meeting ai tIc congregation
by a amal majority that it was for thc intercst ai thc Prcsby-
terian Churcb in its present unlappy circumstances in tbîs
place, that you sbould be ailowed ta make a sacrifice nf your-
self, we earncstly lape that tIc abject for wbicb you have
donc this mnay be accomplisbcd.

As members af your cangregatian, we feci tbat wc would
be remisa in aur duty ta you if we allowed this appartonity
ta pass without cxprcssing aur hearticit sympatby and affec-
tion for you and ynur iamily.

Altlaugh you aie rctiring from bcing aur minister, we
have confidence that your usefuineas as a minister af Christ
wili not cease, but tbat your Master, in the ncw stage af ife
whicl is before you, wili yet present ta you work in His
vineyard.

From aur knowiedge and e;cpericnce ai your pastl lue
among us we bave every reasan ta believe, that, in wlatever
spîcre in lufe Providence may sec fit taetilace you, yau wiii
aiways be found engaged in your Master s work.

And now, dear pastar, remember that yau lave stili a
warmp lace in aur hearta, and it is aur earnest wisb that
these Feelings may ever be kept ireal by your frequent com-
ing in and out among us.

Signcd by SAMUEL WILSON,
DUNCAN McNEK,
DONALD McPHAIL,
JOHN JAMIELSON,

Eiders.

And scvcnty-thrce otber communicants in thc Clurch, and
several adhcrents.

REPLY.

1 lave received ynur kind and affectionate addrcss witb
much. gratification, aitbaugh it las assored me oniy ai that
ai wîich, for many years, 1 have lad no doubt, viz.: your
regard and affection for me as your minister, and your kindly
wisles for my family.

Witb tIc repeatcd assurances given us ai the large nom-
ber from Knox ChurcI prepared ta unite witb aur cangrega-
tien, in tIe event ai satisiactory arrangements being made
for my retirement; with my awn feelings repeatcdly and
honeaîly cxpressed ta you that I considcrcd that, in thc very

peculiar circumtances, in whicl, in thc Providence ni God,
we find ourselves at present placed, it wouid le in tle inter-
esta ai thc ChurcI that I shouid retire, if a cordial union
couid tbercby be secured, and friendly co-operation there-
miter be ikeiy ta foiiow.; and, especiaily, witl tIe perpiex.
ing and difficuit question, as 1 .ubmitted it ta yau at youi
meeting, wicl 1 toid you, first yoo, and tIen the Presbytery
lad ta canaider. viz.: "Ila it, or is it nlot expedient, in the
intereats ai tIc Preabyterian CburcI, in its present circum.
stances in this place, tlat 1 shoold retire ?" I was nat sur.
prised nor diaappointcd that thc deaires and lapes whicb ed
me, in these cîrcumatances, conditionaliy, ta tender m)
resignation, shouid bave led you ta offer nabjections ta ilc
Prcsbytcry's acceptance ai it. Indeed, I was prepared tc
hear tlatyou lad, net by a amail majority, but unanimousiy
acquiesccd in my resignation.

Iwas, however, bath surprised aud pained ta icaru thai
thc resolution suggested by anc af the members ai tIt
Preabytcry's Commission-ta acccpt my reignatian witl ai

expression ai kindiy regard and gond wisles for me an ion;
your pastor-Iad been opposcd even by anc persan connectec
with the congregation, and that thecocad, unkind, busines'
like resolution, put in its place, shauid bave been siicnt
adopted.

I understood, lowever, and I appreciated tIc feeling
wIicl caused you ta refrain fram oppasing tlis unkind, ar
at icast, inconsiderate resaintian, and my confidence in pos
scssing your regard and affection was net in thc e a
akaken. Iu this confidence, your address sbews tîat I di
not err.

As expressive ai my feelings towards you, I can oniy ad
wîat I stated in my answer on tIc occasion ai my presents
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XIX.

THfE PRODIGAL SON. { Luke xv.May 8, 1.x882.

GOLDEN TEXT.-" I wiil arise and go ta my father,
and wiil say unta hiru, Father, I have sinucd against
hoaven, and before thee."-Lukc xv. 18.

HOME READINGS.

M. Luke xv. i11-24-....Tc Prodigal Son.
Tu. Luke xv. 25.32 .... The Eider Son.

W. Isa lxiii. 7-16 ......... God aur Fatler.
Th. Psalm ciii. 1-22-....Te Pitying Fatîer-.
F. EpI. ii. 1-22.......... Te Far-oiffruade Nigli.
S. Psalm xi. 1-17.... Tc Helper of the Needy.
Sab. jer. xxxi. 9-21 .... A Returning Son.

HELPS TO 5TUDY.

TIe text ai aur present lessan ioiiows ciosciy upon tbat ai
aut iast, being part of the same diiiýcourse. The parabie ai
thc bast sbeep and that ai tIc lost piece ni money clearly

bring out the lave ai God ta sinners. but tbat same aaving
love, together witî its rcactianary effecta an the buman soul,
are still mare vividiy portraycd in what has been wcil calicd
"the peari ai parabies '"-tlat ai the pradigai son.
Tle lesson may be divided as ioiiows: (,r) The Prodiga's

~z, (a) Tise I-'rodigal's Miser>', (3) Tise Prodigal': Repent-

and eigbty-one, which day and place the Presbytery of

Lanark and Renfrew being met and constituted. a

Inter alia, the committee appointed ta draft a
minute anent the retirement of Dr. Bain from the ac- a

tive pastarate of St. Andrew's Chorcb, Perth, gave in f

their repart, which, an motion duly muade and

seconded, was received and adapted, and ardered ta

be entered an the Records ai the Presbytery, and a i

copy ai the same sent ta Dr. Bain, by the Cierk.

TIe minute is in terms following, viz.:

In accepting the demission ai the Reverend William Bain,
M. A., D. D., wbo bas been the incumbent ai S t. And rew's
Cburcb, Pertb, for more than tbirty-five years, tbe Presby- j
tery lcreby, in accordance with a resolutian ta that effect,
record thc estimation in wbich he bas been heid in the sur-
rounding district by ail classes ai tIc community, and espe-
ciaiiy by the sections ai tbe Christian Cburch witb whicb
he bas in any way been connectcd. Dr. Bain was higbiy
respectcd by the generai public. Whiie bis geniai qualities
cndcared bim ta bis friends, thcy couid flot fail ta bave more
or iess influence on ail witb whom be lad intercaurse.

In thc Church ai which le was an office bearer, bis ser-
vices were emincntiy useful. H1e was characterized by con-
sistency and prudence, and. he was found to le a sincere
friend and a wisc counselior. In transacting ecclesiasticai
business, bis counseis were ni great value, and the Christian
spirit in wbich tbey were tcndered gave weigbt ta bis senti-
mnents, and frcquently procured their adoption. The defer-
ence whicb was always paid ta bis opinion was descrvediy
great. In bis retirement, therefore, from the duties ai the
active pastorate within the bounds, bis brethrcn fled very
sensibly that tbey have sustaincd a great bass.

Previaus ta the unian ai thc Presbyterian Churcles in
the Dominion ai Canada, Dr. Bain officiated for many years
as Presbytery Cierk, and discharged tIc duties af that re-
sponsibie position witb credit ta bimsclf, and advantage ta
ail conccrned-

Iu tIc exercises ai the puipit, Dr. Bain deiigbted. His
bcart was in bis work. Those, therciore, wbo enjoyed bis
ministratians must bave been convinccd that le was
tharaugbiy in earnest, and there is every reason ta belie ve
that bis public addresses were biessed ta many. One pleasing
and tangible fruit ai bis labours, bas been the iibcraiity ai

nat a few ai the members ai St. Andrew's cangregatian ta
the schemnes ai thc Clurch and ather benevaient abjects. As
a pastor, le was ever ready nat oniy ta attend ta tIc cails ai
bis own people, but aiso to give ta others advice and con-
solation, in seasons ai affliction. And there are nat want-
ing testimanies ta the gond resuits ai sudh proiessionai. visits.
He bas been a cnnscicntious advacate ai temperance, cxem-
pliiying in bis practice wbat be recommended ta athers.

Dr. Bain tank a deep intcrest in the spiritual weif'are ai
thc ynung. Long before Sabbatl schnols werc considcred ta
be ai intrinsic importance in the dissemination ai divine
trutb an institution ai ibis kind was in operaticn in bis
congregation, wbicb was numerousiy attended, and success-
fuily conducted. At the same time, be was far tram bein-1
indifférent ta thec daims ai secolar education. flis views re-

7 lative ta this were weii-known, and duly apprcciated. Ac-
cordingly, be was appointed irnm time ta time ta discharge
the duties ai a grammar schnol trustee, an examiner ai
candidates for the office ai comman schnol teacher, and a
trustec ai Queen's University.

*Dr. Bain obtained varinu3 marks ai bonourabic distinc-
tion. At thc end ai his academic course le took thc degree
aio Master ai Arts. As a tribute ai respect, le was on twa
occasions unanimnusiy elected Moderator ai Synod. In re-

*cognition af bis merits as a clergyman, tbe Senate ai Qucen's
University cauierred an him the dcgree ai Doctor in Div.
inity.

The members ai thc Presbytery, therefore, in releasing
r Dr. Bain fram tbe charge the duties oi whicb be bas 50 long

y performed witb faithiuiness and efficiency cordially and

e unitcdiy desire that the great Head ai thc Churcb may

bestow on their beioved brother, and on ail thc members ai

bis family, every needed biessing. and wish bim success in
à any spbere ai usefuincss in wbicb in the course ai Provi-

Y' dence be may sec it ta be bis duty ta engage.
e Extracted from tIc Records ai the Presbytery.

0 (Signed) JOHN CROMBIE, C/erk.

ce, (4t) The Prodigars Retur» and Receptiin.
I. TH-E PRODIGAL'S SIN.-Vers. 11-13. This young
ýan's affections were estranged froim bis father. In a cool
d business-like manner, emiploying a legal termn, he asks
)r is patrimony in advance, in order that, freed from the
!straints of a weil-regulated, home, he may gratify his evil
clinations.
He took bis journey inta a far country. The father
ithe parable is human as weil as the son, but in'tiie appli-
atiofl of the parable the father is divine, and the son is, net
mere individuai, but man in bis lest state by nature-fer
may fromn God, living ta himself and, ini bis over-reaching
lf-love, ruining that which he prizes most. This estrange-

nent fromn God is the " head and front " of man's 'loffend-
ng." As long as he forges God-as long as the love oi
rad finds no place in bis heart-he is in the condition af the
)rodigai.
Il. TEE PRODIGAL'S MISERY.-Vers. 14-16. Man bas

ot witbin himsclf sufficient resources ta provide for his hap-
miess, nor is an adequate suppiy ta be found in ail that the
uter worid can give. The fali ieft a vacancy in the human
eart which God alone can fill. He who proposes ta find
is frappiness in himself, and in bis material surroundings,
wiil very soon find himsçlf in the condition af the pradigai-
when lie had spent ail, there arase a mighty famine
in that land, and he began ta be in want.
The poor prodigai went away in order that he miglit* be
is own master, and he soon found himself in bondage.

Every man has a master of some sort ; wc cannot serve God
and mammon, but we must serve cither the one or the other.
;ome interpreters have, in the swine wbich the prodigal fed,
found those berds of filthy lusts and passions which the sin-
ner, in bis lower stages, pampers wbiie bis soul is starving.

III. THE PRODLGAL's REPENTANC.-Vers. 17-19,
Repentance unto lufe is a saving grace wbereby a sinner,

out of a true sense of bis sin and apprehensian of the mercy
of God in Christ, d otb, with grief and hatred of bis sin, turn
from it unto God, witb full purpose of and endeavour aiter
new obedience." 0f course the repentance in the parable
is net " repentance unto lite," it is only the turning of an
erring son towards bis eartbly father ; but it is at the same
time a vivid picture of the 1'repentance wbich needetb not
ta be rcpented of "-the conviction and conversion of the
sinner.

The prodigai came ta hiruself, tbat is, regained bis
praper, rationai state of mnd ; so does the sinner when con-
vinced of bis sinful and lest condition. Woridlings often
suppose the awakcned sinner to be insane. It is not sea; he
is oniy caming ta bis senses; it is the worldling that is in-
sane. The prodigal thauglit, and thought ta some purpose ;
he reaiized bis own perishing condition, and the rich profu-
sion ai his father's bouse ; and are nat these the very trutbs
revealed ta the awakeued sinner by the Word and Spirit of
God?

IV. TH-E PPODIGAL"S RETUaN AND RECEPTION-Vers.
20-24. Good resolutions ar-e such otily in se far as they are
carried out. The immediate action ai the prodigai is the
point oi the parabie. And lie arase and came to bis
father-if that had been ici t out, wbat wouid ail the rest
have been gond for? But what was he going ta say ta bis
father wben be got back to bim ? That was ail arranged ;
he bad bis speech prcpared, and over-prcpared, beforehand ;
be had resoived upon a full confession as ta the past, and
unquestioning submaission and obedience as ta the future.
H1e had even in bis own mind given up all daims ta son-
ship, and the speech wbicts he bad preparcd in view af the
meeting with bis father inciuded an offer ai meniai service;
but the words, make me as ane af thy hired servants,
are not ta be found in the speech wbich le actuaily deiivered
wben the time came; in the face af the love and joy Mani-
fested at bis return he couid not use these words ;-tbe filial
instinct-long dead, but brougbt back ta lufe again by the
quickening lave of the iather-was ton strong for that.

The difficuity in cannection witb this parable is in the
question, Who is represented by thceider son ? Dr. Ken-
drick's answer, quoted iast week, ta the question, Who are
the ninety-nine sheep that did net go astray and the nine
pieces af money that were not iast, furnishes a sufficient ex-
pianation. The "S. S.- Times " repeats it in cannectian with the
present lesson, in sligbtly varied language, as ioiiows: "The
ninety-nine sheep that lad net strayed, thc nine dracbmas
that had net been lost, the son that lad neyer lcft bis fatler's
rani and service, nar transgressed bis commands, ail answcr
ta each other. They are net thc seif-rigîteous, nor tbe
iegaily, but stili imperfectiy, righteous ai the Jewish nation.
They are the genuineiy, truiy, perfectiy rigbteaus-provid-
ing sucb there be-supposcd by tbe Saviaur as a background
against which ta set the divine compassion towards sinners.
If the Pharisees, wba murmur against thc Lord for His con-
descending grace towards sinners, are realiy the rigbteous
persans wbamn they suppose themnscives, then tbey must re-
cognize witb thankfuiness, instead ai compiaint, this feature
in God's government, tbat sbews mercy ta the unwortby,
that sent jesus ta caîl not the rigbteous, but sinners, ta re-
pentance. If tley are not the righteous ones that they fancy
tbemseives, the principie is none tbe less troc, and it is a
question on wbicb the Lard las bere no occasion ta pro-
naunce. Thc anc point here illustrated is that compassionate
lave whicb seeks and savcs thc unwortby, and weicames the
rcturn ai thc prodigal with more lavisb demonstrations ai
jay.thanladbee 1cailcdforb y onS cntnud nd unfail-


