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the years just preceding his assuming the. iniperiai purplc. Virgil ind
Hlorace stamped thiîer ag-,e, as Addison and Pope and perhaps a few
other2 did theirs. It ivas a great change that had conte over the xinnl
aud mnanners of the tinies. In one respect there -was a deecded im-
proieonent. As regards the life of a nation, its life in ail for which it
is important to live, tiiere was a great advauce. Froni tho date of th-
re% oiiîion of' 1688 the nation %vouid never agail be held in the Ieading'
.4trings in whiclh it was forrneriy bound : it coudd nover be governed by
oue iirnpcriali nind, or any more re.4igu its own right of sl-oen
mient. Tfle power of Parliarnents wvas forecr inaugurated, ani couid
never henceforth be disowNved. It ias the mile of ministries, of cabi-
nets, of parties. INen were now restored to theit' sober senses : they
niow tiiouglit and acted liot in a sphcre ont of tihemselves, and beyoud
theinàei os, or in sceu,,s in whiehi they 'nere not their own masters, or
tile gUide3 of their ow'u actions, ini whieh they %verc carried aiong by
a ,,upermor destiny, or by influences descending from a i-her region.
TIhey were etupliaticatly tltuir own masters, the controllers of their owu
debtinies: they could cont'o1 the imperial ivili, mule parliainonts by
majorities. Thsey couid not bc inmprisoned, fined, and pilioried, at the
wvill of a tyrant, or thint tyrant's minions. It 'vas nowv tho wam of
opinion-", the bdttle of books"-the confliel, " pamphlets and pant.
phieteers. Men had leisure to observe, and record .vhat they observed:
they had liberty to thiuk, and put on record their thoughits. Thought
now possess5edan every-day character. Private andindividttal interests
liad moom to be considered or canvassed. The domestie circle had now
an imnportance which it did ot possess boforo: it was now a power in
the land. Domestie incidents and manners were more interestinu
thau jousts and toumnaments : the monarch and bis nobility did not
alone act ou the stage of events, wliile every other ciass was but an
appendage, or a circumstance to lieighten the effeet of tiieir doings.
The indîvidual wvas nowv of consideration, and bis actings were not
only of interest to himseif, but were interesting to the nation. WVhat
.Addison said of the mauners, inighit, inalis mnutandis, ho said of the
literature oU the age: the fashionablo world is growvn froe and easy,
our manners sit more loose upon us. Nothing is so modish as an
agmeeabie negligence." Men did not walk on stilts, nr act iu mnas-
quemade. Thle doublet and coat of mail liad given place to plain:
clothes, though the swvord was stili worn at the side. Polities bad
aupplanted amms, or war was flot waged foi points of honour, or ambi-
tion purely, but for commercial intemest or national advantagc. It wasa
national life now, flot the life of a monardli afld bis court. Clubs and
CofFee-houses fiourished: litcrary coteries were established, and some
of thema lad a fanions career. It was there that litera-y sehemes ivcre
hatched, and litera-y topies descanted on, wvhich Iormerly, for the most
part, were originated in the individual brain, and were the topie of
converse as chance minds met in brilliant encounter. It was the ag0,e
of poets about towvn, as it was that of mon about towvn. Wits and
beaus moved ovor tho sceno and intercbanged the civilities of the day
Ladies of fashion held court in a fashion of their own: they wcre Ï


